
5th Sunday 
of Lent 

 (Year A)  
Readings and Hymns 

Collect 
Life-giving God, your Son came 

into the world to free us all from sin and death: breathe 
upon us with the power of your Spirit, that we may be 
raised to new life in Christ, and serve you in holiness and 
righteousness all our days; through the same Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen 

Suggested Hymns 
In conjunction with the online service you might like to 
view these hymns on YouTube - with internet links and 
lyrics so that you can sing along: 
 
1) O God our help in ages Past 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rsHIwXTjAOU 
2) Come down O love divine 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zXO4rqBQOAU 
3) When I survey the wondrous Cross 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iK8kYlBn_qI 
4) Great is thy faithfulness 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dTKIqmdfHSk 

Ezekiel 37. 1-14 
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me 
out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle 
of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all round them; 
there were very many lying in the valley, and they were 
very dry. He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I 
answered, ‘O Lord God, you know.’ Then he said to me, 
‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, 
hear the word of the Lord. Thus, says the Lord God to 
these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you 
shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to 
come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath 
in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the 
Lord.’ So, I prophesied as I had been commanded; and 
as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, 
and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, 
and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon 
them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath 
in them. Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, 
prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the 
Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and 
breathe upon these slain, that they may live.’ I prophesied 
as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, 
and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole 
house of Israel. They say, “Our bones are dried up, and 
our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” Therefore 
prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am 
going to open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land 
of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I 
open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O 
my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall 
live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall 
know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the 
Lord.’ 

 
 

Psalm 130 
Out of the depths have I cried to you, O Lord; 
Lord, hear my voice; ♦ 
    let your ears consider well the voice of my    
    supplication. 
If you, Lord, were to mark what is done amiss, ♦ 
   O Lord, who could stand? 
But there is forgiveness with you, ♦ 
   so that you shall be feared. 
I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him; ♦ 
   in his word is my hope. 
My soul waits for the Lord, 
more than the night watch for the morning, ♦ 
   more than the night watch for the morning. 
O Israel, wait for the Lord, ♦ 
   for with the Lord there is mercy; 
With him is plenteous redemption ♦ 
   and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 

Romans (8.6-11) 
To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind 
on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind 
that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit 
to God’s law—indeed it cannot, and those who are in the 
flesh cannot please God. But you are not in the flesh; you 
are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not 
belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is 
dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from 
the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the 
dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his 
Spirit that dwells in you. 

John 11: 1-45 
Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village 
of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary was the one who 
anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with 
her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a 
message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.’ But 
when Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness does not lead 
to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God 
may be glorified through it.’ Accordingly, though Jesus 
loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having 
heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in 
the place where he was. Then after this he said to the 
disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ The disciples said to 
him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, 
and are you going there again?’ Jesus answered, ‘Are 
there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during 
the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this 
world. But those who walk at night stumble, because the 
light is not in them.’ After saying this, he told them, ‘Our 
friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to 
awaken him.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he has 
fallen asleep, he will be all right.’ Jesus, however, had 
been speaking about his death, but they thought that he 
was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them 
plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was 
not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.’ 
Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow-
disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him.’ When 
Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in 
the tomb for four days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, 
some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to 
Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 
When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and 
met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to 
Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 



have died. But even now I know that God will give you 
whatever you ask of him.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother 
will rise again.’ Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise 
again in the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said to 
her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe 
in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who 
lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe 
this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are 
the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the 
world.’ When she had said this, she went back and called 
her sister Mary, and told her privately, ‘The Teacher is 
here and is calling for you.’ And when she heard it, she 
got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet 
come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha 
had met him. The Jews who were with her in the house, 
consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They 
followed her because they thought that she was going to 
the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where Jesus 
was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, 
‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died.’ When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who 
came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in 
spirit and deeply moved. He said, ‘Where have you laid 
him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus 
began to weep. So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ 
But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the 
eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?’ 
Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It 
was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. Jesus said, 
‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, 
said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench because he 
has been dead for four days.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not 
tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of 
God?’ So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked 
upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard 
me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this 
for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may 
believe that you sent me.’ When he had said this, he cried 
with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead man 
came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, 
and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, 
‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ Many of the Jews therefore, 
who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, 
believed in him. 

Commentary 
Ezekiel 37:1-14 
It is likely that Ezekiel was among those deported when the 
Babylonians first took Jerusalem, in 598 BC. He opposed a 
political solution to Judah’s woes, espousing instead the 
notion of Israel as a community faithful to God in religious 
observance and obedience. Vv. 1-10 are a vision, a 
prophecy, and vv. 11-14 the interpretation. The “valley” is 
probably the Tigris-Euphrates plain. The scene the “spirit” of 
God shows the prophet is of an arid place, perhaps the site 
of a battle. The bones are “very dry”, long lifeless; they 
symbolize the exiles, who lack hope of resuscitation of the 
kingdom of Israel: see v. 11a. Contrasting with the dead 
bones are “breath” and “spirit” – both ru’ah in Hebrew. See 
especially v. 9. In vv. 12-13 the metaphor shifts to “graves”. 
God will renew the covenant, restoring Israel – but probably 
spiritually rather than literally. Perhaps v. 13 led to the Jewish 
notion of the resurrection of all at the end of time. 

Psalm 130 
This is a prayer for deliverance from personal trouble, but it 
ends with a message to all people. The “depths” are the 
chaotic waters, separation from God – as in Jonah’s prayer 
from the stomach of the great fish (Jonah 2:2). May God be 
attentive to my pleas. God forgives, so he shall be “revered” 
(v. 4). If God were to record all our misdeeds, how could 

anyone face him? He is merciful by nature, so I eagerly await 
his help, his “word” (v. 5), a prophecy from him. I wait as do 
watchmen guarding a town from enemy attack (v. 6). 
Perhaps (v. 7) the psalmist has now received a prophecy of 
salvation which he tells to all Israel: wait in hope for God; he 
offers unfailing “love”, freedom from grievous sin. 

Romans 8:6-11 
Paul has written that, as a result of God's love shown in the 
liberating act of Christ's death and resurrection, we are 
empowered to live a new life, one of freedom from sin, from 
the finality of death and the Law. As experience shows, the 
Christian is able to live a life for God, in the Spirit. Christian 
life is bound up in the Spirit, and not by the desires of the 
flesh. Now he explains the difference between what he calls 
living in the Spirit and living according to the flesh : two very 
different mindsets (v. 6). A person whose mind “is set on the 
flesh” (v. 7), whose view is limited to the natural world, is at 
enmity with God because he is fundamentally unable to obey 
God's law – he lacks the power to transcend his inner 
conflicts, and “cannot please God” (v. 8). On the other hand, 
Christians are in the Spirit (v. 9) and the “Spirit ... dwells in 
you”, i.e. the Spirit fills and motivates our lifestyle. 
Attachment to Christ (belief in him) is only possible in this 
kind of relationship: Christ and the Spirit come together. Vv. 
10-11 say: if Christ (or the Spirit) is in you, though you may 
be a corpse because of all the wrong you have done, you are 
actually very much alive – because of the Spirit. If God's 
Spirit is in you, God will resuscitate your bodies (from being 
corpses) through the Spirit, in raising you to new life at the 
end of time. 

John 11:1-45 
Jesus is beyond the reach of the Jewish religious authorities, 
across the Jordan when Martha and Mary (in “Bethany”, near 
Jerusalem) send a message to him (v. 3): Lazarus, a 
follower, is ill. Jesus says that his illness is not terminal, 
rather it will show the “glory” (v. 4, power and authority) the 
Father has bestowed on the Son. We will see why Jesus 
delays (v. 6). He urges the disciples to return to “Judea” (v. 
7) with him, but they remind him of what happened when he 
was last there (v. 8). Jesus replies with a parable: there is 
still time (“hours of daylight”, v. 9) to do God’s work; harm will 
not come to him “during the day”. Those who do dark deeds 
will fail because I am not in them (v. 10). His words in v. 11 
are ambiguous, as v. 13 explains: the disciples think that 
Lazarus’ sleep indicates that he is getting better (“all right”, 
v. 12), but Jesus clarifies: “Lazarus is dead” (v. 14). Note 
Jesus’ clairvoyance. Restoring Lazarus to life will be a 
greater opportunity (than just healing him) for strengthening 
the disciples’ faith in Jesus (v. 15). Thomas shows 
courageous loyalty. People thought that one’s soul hovered 
around one’s body for three days, but when Jesus arrives, 
Lazarus has been dead for “four days” (v. 17). (Bodies were 
buried on the day of death.) Per custom, many have come to 
“console” (v. 19) the sisters. Perhaps Martha sets out to warn 
Jesus of the rites while Mary receives mourners (v. 20). 
Martha rebukes Jesus for his tardiness but shows her 
confidence in his ability to heal (v. 21). She goes further: 
perhaps because the Father grants the Son whatever he 
asks, Jesus will restore life to Lazarus (v. 22). She, as many 
did, believed in “the resurrection [of all] on the last day” (v. 
24), but this is small comfort to her now. Jesus identifies 
himself as he who raises believers from death 
(“resurrection”, v. 25) and who is the principle of “life”. 
Physical death is normal, even so life in Christ will continue, 
and this life cannot be taken away by the death of the body. 
Martha affirms her faith in Jesus in terms used earlier by 
Andrew, Nathanael and those present at the Feeding of the 
Five Thousand. Jesus and Martha are still outside Bethany. 
She discerns that Jesus wishes to speak to Mary. She tells 
Mary “privately” (v. 28) either so she can escape from the 



visitors or to shield Jesus from any who plot against him. The 
visitors see Mary leave, and follow her. Mary’s words to 
Jesus echo Martha’s. Jesus is “disturbed” (v. 33) inwardly by 
the crowd’s attitude towards death; his humanity shows in v. 
35, causing some to say that he weeps at the loss of a friend, 
but others criticize him: if he’d been here earlier, being a 
miracle-worker, he could have healed him! (v. 37). Martha 
warns him of the “stench” (v. 39) of the decaying corpse. 
Perhaps Jesus prayed at v. 33; now he publicly thanks the 
Father – to help the crowd understand that his power is from 
God, and not magic. Being bound in a burial shroud, Lazarus 
needs unbinding (v. 44). Many believed because of the 
miracle (v. 45), but others told the Pharisees about it (v. 46). 
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~ Notices ~ 
Services 

Until further notice our services will take place online, as the 
church must remain closed for the duration of the corona 
virus preventative measures. Of course, you are warmly 
invited to join the online service either at the normal service 
time, so that we are, in effect, still worshipping together, but 
the service will remain on the website and YouTube channel 
for the remainder of the week. 

Other church events 
Accordingly, it will not be a surprise that all church activities 
 

Prayers 
Prayers are said daily for the welfare of our community, our 
nation and the world. If you have any particular issue that you 
would like to be prayed for, do please email me on 
frkevinobrien@me.com or call me on 065 672 4721. All 
issues will be treated in confidence. 
 
Let us keep one another in our prayers and those of the 
health services and medical researchers who are striving so 
hard to keep us safe. 

Easter Vestry 
Following instruction from Bishop Kenneth and the House of 
Bishops, Easter Vestries are to be postponed until we may 
safely gather in large numbers - therefore elected Select 
Vestry members will remain in post until a new meeting may 
be convened. Members may be content that the usual 
requirements of canon law are secondary to what might be 
termed force majeure. 

Camino Inglés Pilgrimage 
This is very advance notice, as it can take a year to plan such 
a group event, but I would like to gauge interest in walking 
the Camino Inglés, one of the routes to Santiago de 
Compostela. It is 118 km long and takes around 8-10 days if 
we start from El Ferrol. Alternatively, we may be able to 
complete 25km on Irish Pilgrim walks and then complete the 
final 75km from A Coruña (direct flights from Shannon).  The 
way is relatively easy going (no mountains) and we would 
cover around 15kms per day. I will give a presentation about 
the walk that gives more information later in the year, so at 
present I am only looking to have general expressions of 
interest, rather than a firm commitment.  We would probably 
look to walk in spring/early summer of 2021. Doing so as an 
ecumenical pilgrimage would be well worth considering. 

The Bible Challenge 
One way you might like to keep Lent and beyond is to commit 
to read the Bible from cover to cover. If you have never tried, 
I have printed an easy guide for you. With three short 
readings each day you can complete the Bible in a year. 
Email if you like a reading scheme. 

Flat accommodation sought 
My music teacher is intending to move to Ennis from Limerick 
and is looking for a single or double room apartment in the 
town. A ‘granny flat’ or house/flat share might also be 

suitable. If you know of any possible places, I would be 
grateful if you could let me know. 

Confirmation 
Please let the Rector know if are thinking of becoming 
confirmed in 2020 – I can run courses for 1 or 20!  

 
Photos 

As part of the website relaunch we would like to assemble a 
library of photos of our churches, general church life and the 
local area. If you have any photos that you are willing to 
share please contact the Rector. 

Rector: Email: frkevinobrien@me.com    Tel: 065 672 4721 
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