
Easter Sunday 
(Year A)  

Readings and Hymns 
Collect 

Glorious Lord of life, by the 
mighty resurrection of your Son 
you overcame the old order of 
sin and death to make all things 

new in him: grant that we, who celebrate with joy Christ’s 
rising from the dead may be raised from the death of sin 
to the life of righteousness: through him who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, One God, now and for 
ever. Amen 

Suggested Hymns 
In conjunction with the online service you might like to 
view these hymns on YouTube - with internet links and 
lyrics so that you can sing along: 
 
1)  Jesus Christ is risen today 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_6sj9ljVsfk 
2) All people that on earth do dwell 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JmGwHdNtpEw&t=44s 
3) We have a Gospel to proclaim 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E-SPYAgCtkw 
4) Thine be the Glory risen conquering Son 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UPH7-dNrwb8&t=13s 

Jeremiah 31: 1-6 
At that time, says the Lord, I will be the God of all the 
families of Israel, and they shall be my people.  
Thus says the Lord: 
The people who survived the sword 
   found grace in the wilderness; 
when Israel sought for rest,  
   the Lord appeared to him* from far away.* 
I have loved you with an everlasting love; 
   therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you.  
Again I will build you, and you shall be built, 
   O virgin Israel! 
Again you shall take* your tambourines, 
   and go forth in the dance of the merrymakers.  
Again you shall plant vineyards 
   on the mountains of Samaria; 
the planters shall plant, 
   and shall enjoy the fruit.  
For there shall be a day when sentinels will call 
   in the hill country of Ephraim: 
‘Come, let us go up to Zion, 
   to the Lord our God.’  

Psalm 118 
  O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; ♦ 
   his mercy endures for ever. 
  Let Israel now proclaim, ♦ 
   ‘His mercy endures for ever.’ 
  The Lord is my strength and my song, ♦ 
   and he has become my salvation. 
  Joyful shouts of salvation ♦ 
   sound from the tents of the righteous: 
  ‘The right hand of the Lord does mighty deeds; 
      the right hand of the Lord raises up; ♦ 
   the right hand of the Lord does mighty deeds.’ 
  I shall not die, but live ♦ 
   and declare the works of the Lord. 
  The Lord has punished me sorely, ♦ 
   but he has not given me over to death. 

  Open to me the gates of righteousness, ♦ 
   that I may enter and give thanks to the Lord. 
  This is the gate of the Lord; ♦ 
   the righteous shall enter through it. 
  I will give thanks to you, for you have answered me ♦ 
   and have become my salvation. 
  The stone which the builders rejected ♦ 
   has become the chief cornerstone. 
  This is the Lord’s doing, ♦ 
   and it is marvellous in our eyes. 
  This is the day that the Lord has made; ♦ 
   we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

Acts 10: 34-43 
Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand 
that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone 
who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 
You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That 
message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee 
after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; 
how he went about doing good and healing all who were 
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are 
witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in 
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a 
tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him 
to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen 
by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him 
after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach 
to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by 
God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets 
testify about him that everyone who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’ 

 
Matthew 28: 1-10 

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was 
dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see 
the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for 
an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and 
rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was 
like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of 
him the guards shook and became like dead men. But the 
angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid; I know that 
you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not 
here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the 
place where he* lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, 
“He has been raised from the dead,* and indeed he is 
going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.” This 
is my message for you.’ So they left the tomb quickly with 
fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly 
Jesus met them and said, ‘Greetings!’ And they came to 
him, took hold of his feet, and worshipped him. Then 
Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; go and tell my 
brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.’ 

Commentary 
Jeremiah 31:1-6 
Jeremiah witnessed the fall of Jerusalem. The city was first 
overrun by the Babylonians in 597 BC; ten years later they 
occupied the whole of Judea and deported many of the 
leaders. Today's reading is a prophecy that the exile will end, 
that God will not desert Israel. It depicts the return from exile 
as a new exodus. The people “found grace in the wilderness” 
(v. 2), God loved them then and has done ever since. His 
love is “everlasting” (v. 3). The nation of Israel will be rebuilt, 
the people will make merry, and agriculture will prosper (v. 
5). Even in Ephraim, the first part of the country to be 
conquered, the call will be to make pilgrimage to Jerusalem 
(“Zion”, v. 6). 



Psalm 118:1-2,14-24 
Vv. 1-2 are a call to thanksgiving: God’s mercy, his “steadfast 
love”, is everlasting. May “Israel” (v. 2) and “those who fear 
the Lord” (v. 4) proclaim this! Vv. 5-13 say that, when the 
psalmist (possibly the king) was in distress, he “called on the 
Lord”, who heard him. With God on his side, there is nothing 
to fear; trusting in God is better than trusting in humans. 
Surrounded by his enemies, “in the name of the Lord I cut 
them off” (v. 12), with God’s help. V. 15 recalls Exodus 15:2a, 
Israel’s classic victory song sung by Moses and the Israelites 
after crossing the Reed Sea. The “glad songs” (v. 15) are 
heard in the Temple, the community of the faithful. The 
psalmist expects to live to old age (v. 17); he will proclaim 
God’s acts of power. He has suffered greatly at God’s hands, 
as a discipline, but God has preserved his life. He seeks 
entrance to the Temple (“gates of righteousness”, v. 19) to 
give thanks; only the godly may enter therein (v. 20). V. 22, 
possibly based on an ancient proverb, may speak of the 
king’s rise to power or his victory. On this day (v. 24) God 
has either saved his people or punished the ungodly – or 
both. This is a time for rejoicing. In v. 26, all proclaim he who 
was “rejected” (v. 22), but is now God’s chosen ruler. All the 
faithful share in the power and blessing of God, who “has 
given us light” (v. 27). 

Acts 10:34-43 
The setting is the house of Cornelius, a centurion of the 
Italian Regiment, part of the military occupation force in 
Palestine. Cornelius, already a believer in God, has had a 
vision (vv. 1-8). As a result, he has invited Peter to visit. It is 
against Jewish law for a Jew to associate with or visit a 
Gentile, but Peter comes anyway, with “some ... believers 
from Joppa” (v. 23). The Greek here is rough, full of 
grammatical errors, unlike the rest of Acts, so we may well 
have Peter's unedited words. He tells the assembled 
company that God does not favour Jews over others: 
anyone, whatever his nationality, who reveres God and lives 
in unison with him “is acceptable to him” (v. 35). In vv. 36-38, 
Peter summarizes Jesus’ earthly ministry; he applies 
prophecies found in Isaiah 52:7 and 61:1 to Christ. (Psalm 
107:20 says “... he sent out his word ...”) Christ is Kyrios , 
“Lord of all” (v. 36). In baptism, the Father “anointed” (v. 38) 
Jesus “with the Holy Spirit” and with the “power” of God (but 
he was already integral with God’s very being.) The good 
news (“message”, v. 37) spread throughout Palestine 
(“Judea”); he “went about” (v. 38) “doing good” and 
combatting evil, doing deeds so powerful that it is clear that 
he was God’s agent: he is a model for all to follow. He 
suffered death as one guilty of a capital offence, per 
Deuteronomy 21:23: he hung on a “tree” (v. 39) and was 
cursed. (By Jesus’ time, the “tree”, a pole, had acquired a 
cross-arm.) But, although cursed, the Father “raised him” (v. 
40) and “allowed him to appear” to those chosen by God – to 
be “witnesses” (v. 41). In Luke 24:41-43, Jesus eats broiled 
fish with them, so he was clearly humanly alive again, i.e. 
physically brought back from death, resurrected. Jesus, the 
Kyrios , is the one appointed by God to set up the Kingdom 
and to judge both those who are alive and those who have 
died at Judgement Day (v. 42). Then v. 43: he fulfills many 
Old Testament prophecies: he is the one through whom sins 
are forgiven. Forgiveness is now available to “everyone who 
believes”, not just to Jews. Vv. 44-48 tell of the immediate 
gift of the Holy Spirit to “all who heard the word”. The Jews 
“who had come with Peter” (v. 45) are “astounded” that even 
non-Jews receive the Spirit – the evidence being that they 
too speak “in tongues” (v. 46), praising God. Peter then 
commands that the converts be baptised. 

Matthew 28:1-10 
On Friday, Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James 
(“the other Mary”) have seen Jesus’ body laid in the tomb, 
the stone door sealed, and a guard mounted. Now, soon 
after dawn on Sunday morning (“the first day of the week”) 

they return to “see” and probably to mourn. Matthew 
highlights important milestones with displays of cosmic 
power, God’s power: here, and when Jesus died, an 
“earthquake” (v. 2), which heralds the arrival of “an angel”, a 
messenger from God. The sealing of the tomb has marked 
death’s victory, but now God’s agent rolls back the door 
(“stone”) and sits on it – symbolizing Jesus’ triumph over 
death. The angel’s “appearance” (v. 3) shows God’s 
presence and power (“like lightning”); his clothing is like 
Jesus transfigured. The guards are paralysed with “fear” (v. 
4), but the angel is no threat to the women (“Do not be afraid”, 
v. 5). As Jesus has told his disciples (“as he said”, v. 6), 
Jesus has risen from the dead. The disciples will see him 
again in Galilee. The women leave the tomb filled with awe 
(“fear”, v. 8) and “great joy”. Jesus meets the Marys again 
later (v. 9). That they “took hold of his feet” attests to his 
bodily resurrection. Jesus refers to the disciples as “brothers” 
(v. 10): he has forgiven them for deserting him. 
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~ Notices ~ 
Services 

Until further notice our services will take place online, as the 
church must remain closed for the duration of the corona 
virus preventative measures. Of course, you are warmly 
invited to join the online service either at the normal service 
time, so that we are, in effect, still worshipping together, but 
the service will remain on the website and YouTube channel 
for viewing at any time 
 

Prayers 
Prayers are said daily for the welfare of our community, our 
nation and the world. If you have any particular issue that you 
would like to be prayed for, do please email me on 
frkevinobrien@me.com or call me on 065 672 4721. All 
issues will be treated in confidence. 
 
Let us keep one another in our prayers and those of the 
health services and medical researchers who are striving so 
hard to keep us safe. 

Easter Vestry 
Following instruction from Bishop Kenneth and the House of 
Bishops, Easter Vestries are to be postponed until we may 
safely gather in large numbers - therefore elected Select 
Vestry members will remain in post until a new meeting may 
be convened. Members may be content that the usual 
requirements of canon law are secondary to what might be 
termed force majeure. 

Camino Inglés Pilgrimage 
This is very advance notice, as it can take a year to plan such 
a group event, but I would like to gauge interest in walking 
the Camino Inglés, one of the routes to Santiago de 
Compostela. It is 118 km long and takes around 8-10 days if 
we start from El Ferrol. Alternatively, we may be able to 
complete 25km on Irish Pilgrim walks and then complete the 
final 75km from A Coruña (direct flights from Shannon).  The 
way is relatively easy going (no mountains) and we would 
cover around 15kms per day. I will give a presentation about 
the walk that gives more information later in the year, so at 
present I am only looking to have general expressions of 
interest, rather than a firm commitment.  We would probably 
look to walk in spring/early summer of 2021. Doing so as an 
ecumenical pilgrimage would be well worth considering. 

The Bible Challenge 
One way you might like to keep Lent and beyond is to commit 
to read the Bible from cover to cover. If you have never tried, 
I have printed an easy guide for you. With three short 
readings each day you can complete the Bible in a year. 
Email if you like a reading scheme. 

 



Flat accommodation sought 
My music teacher is intending to move to Ennis from Limerick 
and is looking for a single or double room apartment in the 
town. A ‘granny flat’ or house/flat share might also be 
suitable. If you know of any possible places, I would be 
grateful if you could let me know. 

Confirmation 
Please let the Rector know if are thinking of becoming 
confirmed in 2020 – I can run courses for 1 or 20!  

 
Photos 

As part of the website relaunch we would like to assemble a 
library of photos of our churches, general church life and the 
local area. If you have any photos that you are willing to 
share please contact the Rector. 

Rector: Email: frkevinobrien@me.com    Tel: 065 672 4721 
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