
Pentecost 
(Year A)  

Readings and Hymns 
Collect 

O God, who taught the 
heart of your faithful people 
by sending to them the light 
of your Holy Spirit: grant us 
by the same Spirit to have a 
right judgement in all things, 

and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort; through the 
merits of Christ Jesus our Saviour, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 

Suggested Hymns 
In conjunction with the online service you might like to 
view these hymns on YouTube - with internet links and 
lyrics so that you can sing along: 

1) Breathe on me, Breath of God 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TssHTATafi0 
2) Immortal, invisible, God only wise 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=spE-BE23qxA 
3) O Thou Who Camest From Above 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R3UYybc7Xa0 
4) Angel voices ever singing 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nig-VqlyGzA 

Acts 2: 1-21 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all 
together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there 
came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled 
the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, 
as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on 
each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave 
them ability. Now there were devout Jews from every 
nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this 
sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because 
each one heard them speaking in the native language of 
each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all 
these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we 
hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, 
Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea 
and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to 
Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and 
proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we 
hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.’ All 
were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, 
‘What does this mean?’ But others sneered and said, 
‘They are filled with new wine.’ But Peter, standing with 
the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of 
Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to 
you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, 
as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 
No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:  
“In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
   and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, 
   and your old men shall dream dreams.  
Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
   in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
     and they shall prophesy.  
 

And I will show portents in the heaven above 
   and signs on the earth below, 
     blood, and fire, and smoky mist.  
The sun shall be turned to darkness 
   and the moon to blood, 
     before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.  
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.” 

Psalm 104.26-36,37b 
  O Lord, how manifold are your works! ♦ 
      In wisdom you have made them all; 
      the earth is full of your creatures. 
  There is the sea, spread far and wide, ♦ 
      and there move creatures beyond number, 
      both small and great. 
  There go the ships, and there is that Leviathan ♦ 
      which you have made to play in the deep. 
  All of these look to you ♦ 
      to give them their food in due season. 
  When you give it them, they gather it; ♦ 
      you open your hand and they are filled with good. 
  When you hide your face they are troubled; ♦ 
      when you take away their breath, 
      they die and return again to the dust. 
  When you send forth your spirit, they are created, ♦ 
      and you renew the face of the earth. 
  May the glory of the Lord endure for ever; ♦ 
      may the Lord rejoice in his works; 
  He looks on the earth and it trembles; ♦ 
      he touches the mountains and they smoke. 
  I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; ♦ 
      I will make music to my God while I have my being. 
  So shall my song please him ♦ 
      while I rejoice in the Lord. 
  Let sinners be consumed out of the earth 
  and the wicked be no more. ♦ 
   Bless the Lord, O my soul. 
       Alleluia. 

1 Corinthians 12: 3b-13 
Therefore, I want you to understand that no one speaking 
by the Spirit of God ever says ‘Let Jesus be cursed!’ and 
no one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the Holy Spirit. 
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and 
there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and 
there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who 
activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the 
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. To one 
is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to 
another the utterance of knowledge according to the 
same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another 
gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of 
miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment 
of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another 
the interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by 
one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one 
individually just as the Spirit chooses. For just as the body 
is one and has many members, and all the members of 
the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 
For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—
Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to 
drink of one Spirit. 

John 20: 19-23 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, 
and the doors of the house where the disciples had met 
were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said 
this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to 



them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent 
me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed 
on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 
the sins of any, they are retained.’ 

Commentary 
Acts 2:1-21 
The day of Pentecost has come; it is now fifty days since 
Easter. The way Luke puts it shows that Pentecost is a 
milestone in the story of salvation: recall Luke 2:6, “the time 
came for her to deliver her child ...” and Luke 9:51, “When 
the days drew near for him to be taken up ...” These too are 
milestones, and the lan- guage is similar. Other translations 
have was fulfilled for “had come” (v. 1) – the coming of the 
Holy Spirit is fulfilment. Look at the manner in which the Holy 
Spirit comes: the sound is “like the rush of a violent wind” (v. 
2); and then, “di- vided tongues, as of fire” (v. 3). Luke 
attempts to describe the event in human terms, but it is never 
possible to explain a divine mystery: all we can do is say what 
it is like. The coming of the Holy Spirit is the gift inaugurating 
the final stage of the salvation story (or history, chronology); 
this era leads up to the end of time. His arrival is in fulfilment 
of Christ's promise, recorded in 1:8. Acts is about mission, 
about speaking, proclaiming, the good news to people e- 
verywhere, in languages (and language) they can 
understand; Luke tells us that the Holy Spirit is the driving 
force behind this work, e.g. in the story of the Ethio- pian 
Eunuch, we read “the Spirit said to Philip ...” (8:29). They 
spoke “in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability” (v. 
4). Divided into nations in antiq- uity, now all humanity is one; 
now God is in our midst. The Spirit is the launch- ing pad for 
this mission. The list in vv. 9-10 includes Jews from the whole 
of the known world. The mission to Gentiles will begin later. 
“God's deeds of power” (v. 11), of which all spoke, are 
explained by Peter in vv. 14-36, based on a quota- tion from 
the book of Joel (vv. 17-18): as the end of the era in which 
we are living approaches, many people will prophesy, and 
many will “see” things beyond what we call concrete reality. 
And this will happen because God pours out the Holy Spirit. 
Prophecy here is probably enthusiastically sharing the faith, 
“speaking about God's deeds of power” (v. 11). The 
“portents” (v. 19, events that fore- shadow the end of the era) 
are expressed in terms of primitive science but we need to 
realize that things will happen which make no sense to our 
rational minds, things we cannot explain. 

Psalm 104:24-34,35b 
This psalm is a hymn of praise to God, as creator. Earlier 
verses have praised him for creating the heavens and the 
earth, for overcoming chaos, for continuing to care for the 
earth and all who live in it. God’s marvellous “works” (v. 24) 
are ev- erywhere, all made in his wisdom. To Israelites, “the 
sea” (v. 25) was almost cha- otic, beyond controlling, but God 
is so great that even “Leviathan” (v. 26), the mythical sea 
monster, is his harmless, sportive creature. All living things 
depend on God at all times, for their “food” (v. 27) and their 
very “breath” (v. 29, life); without it, they die. Lack of God’s 
presence causes terror. His creative agent is his “spirit” (v. 
30). Creation is continuous, continually renewed. The “glory 
of the Lord” (v. 31) is the magnificence of the created world, 
his visible manifestation. His power is evident too in 
earthquakes and volcanoes (v. 32). The psalmist vows to 
praise God throughout his life. Praise be to God! 

1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 NRSV 
Early in this letter, Paul has noted that the Christians at 
Corinth “are not lacking in any spiritual gift” (1:7); even so, 
they appear to have written to him “concerning spiritual gifts” 
(v. 1): it seems that there are questions in the community. 
One gift is inspired speech. The tests for whether one speaks 
under the influence of the Holy Spirit are: (1) that one accepts 
Christ’s authority and pledges obedience to him, “Jesus is 
Lord” (v. 3) and (2) that one does not curse Jesus (even 

under du- ress). Speech that fails these tests is influenced by 
other (pagan, v. 2) spirits. “Gifts” (v. 4) is widely defined, and 
includes “services” (v. 5, ministries) and “ac- tivities” (v. 6, 
operations). Note the suggestion of the Trinity: “same Spirit 
... same Lord ... same God” (vv. 4-6), and note also: (1) the 
Spirit himself is a gift of the Father; (2) Christ was sent to 
serve or minister; and (3) the Father is the source of all being 
and “activities”. With a common origin, all gifts are shown 
through the Holy Spirit, not for personal edification but “for 
the common good” (v. 7), for building up the Church. While 
the gifts in vv. 8-10 can be grouped, the precise meanings 
are uncertain: (1) “wisdom ... knowledge ... faith”; (2) “healing 
... work- ing of miracles ... prophecy”; (3) “discernment ... 
tongues ... interpretation”. “Wis- dom” and “knowledge” seem 
to be the ability to instruct; “faith” seems to be ex- ceptionally 
deep faith – that God can do anything. “Discernment” is the 
ability to tell whether gifts genuinely come from God. 
“Tongues” may be unintelligible speech which needs 
“interpretation”. Each of us receives a gift (perhaps not one 
listed); God chooses, not us. Finally, likening the Church to 
a “body” (v. 12), Christ’s body, Paul says that: (1) our God-
given gifts contribute to the Church as a whole; (2) baptism 
is through the “Spirit” (v. 13); and (3) regardless of ethnic ori- 
gin or social status, we are all empowered by the Holy Spirit. 

John 20:19-23 NRSV 
Early on Easter Day, Mary Magdalene has discovered that 
Jesus’ body is missing from the tomb. There is a man 
standing nearby, whom she assumes is the gar- dener. 
When he speaks to her, she recognizes him as Jesus. She 
has told the disciples: “I have seen the Lord” (v. 18). Jesus 
now appears to his disciples in his resurrection body: he 
bears the marks of his crucifixion, yet can pass through 
doors; he is truly alive. Earlier, he has said “[my] peace I 
leave with you” (14:27). As he has been sent into the world 
with the Father’s authority, so he now sends out the disciples 
(and the Church) to continue his work (v. 21). To early 
Christians, Jesus’ exaltation, his appearances and the giving 
of the Holy Spirit are one event. Conversion and baptism 
involve forgive- ness of sins; those who reject the good news 
are not forgiven (“retained”, v. 23). 

 
~ Notices ~ 

Services 
Until further notice our services will take place online, as the 
church must remain closed for the duration of the corona 
virus preventative measures. Of course, you are warmly 
invited to join the online service either at the normal service 
time, so that we are, in effect, still worshipping together, but 
the service will remain on the website and YouTube channel 
for viewing at any time 

Prayers 
Prayers are said daily for the welfare of our community, our 
nation and the world. If you have any particular issue that you 
would like to be prayed for, do please email me on 
frkevinobrien@me.com or call me on 065 672 4721. All 
issues will be treated in confidence. Let us keep one another 
in our prayers and those of the health services and medical 
researchers who are striving so hard to keep us safe. 

Easter Vestry 
Following instruction from Bishop Kenneth and the House of 
Bishops, Easter Vestries are to be postponed until we may 
safely gather in large numbers - therefore elected Select 
Vestry members will remain in post until a new meeting may 
be convened. Members may be content that the usual 
requirements of canon law are secondary to what might be 
termed force majeure. 

Camino Inglés Pilgrimage 
This is very advance notice, as it can take a year to plan such 
a group event, but I would like to gauge interest in walking 
the Camino Inglés, one of the routes to Santiago de 



Compostela. It is 118 km long and takes around 8-10 days if 
we start from El Ferrol. Alternatively, we may be able to 
complete 25km on Irish Pilgrim walks and then complete the 
final 75km from A Coruña (direct flights from Shannon).  The 
way is relatively easy going (no mountains) and we would 
cover around 15kms per day. I will give a presentation about 
the walk that gives more information later in the year, so at 
present I am only looking to have general expressions of 
interest, rather than a firm commitment.  We would probably 
look to walk in spring/early summer of 2021. Doing so as an 
ecumenical pilgrimage would be well worth considering. 

The Bible Challenge 
One way you might like to keep Lent and beyond is to commit 
to read the Bible from cover to cover. If you have never tried, 
I have printed an easy guide for you. With three short 
readings each day you can complete the Bible in a year. 
Email if you like a reading scheme. 

Confirmation 
Please let the Rector know if are thinking of becoming 
confirmed in 2020 – I can run courses for 1 or 20! We can 
also use Zoom for online sessions. 

Photos 
As part of the website relaunch we would like to assemble a 
library of photos of our churches, general church life and the 
local area. If you have any photos that you are willing to 
share please contact the Rector. 

Rector: Email: frkevinobrien@me.com    Tel: 065 672 4721 
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Common Worship texts are available 
at https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-

and-resources 


