
Jesus calls his disciples scribes, interpreters, “trained for the 
kingdom” (v. 52), when they tell him that they understand the 
seven parables in this chapter, for they know both the “old” 
(Israel’s heritage), and the “new” understanding of it he has 
given them.                                 © 1996-2020 Chris Haslam  

~ Notices ~ 
Resumption of Services - A number of precautions are in 
place due to Covid 19 and we accept that this will mean some 
inconvenience and changes to our normal routine. Rather 
than worry people, we hope that these measures will 
reassure you that we are taking the anti-virus advice very 
seriously in order to ensure that our churches are as 
welcoming and safe as possible. The first few services will 
use a shorter liturgy with music but without hymns and 
Communion will also resume soon. 
Prayers - Prayers are said daily for the welfare of our 
community, our nation and the world. If you have any 
particular issue that you would like to be prayed for, do 
please email me on frkevinobrien@me.com or call me on 
065 672 4721.  
Online services - Please note that these are to continue 
each Sunday, in addition to the regular meditations during 
the week on Facebook. During this time away our website 
https://clareanglicans.ie has significantly developed, so 
please do scroll down the opening page to explore the new 
sections and information. There are six new sections: 

• Worship - a number of videos of services 
• Pray - leaflets and resources on ways of praying 
• Explore - videos of some inspiring speakers 
• Think Question Believe - a parish podcast 
• Viewpoint - videos on the basics of Christianity 
• Rector’s Blog - articles, thoughts, opinions 

Select Vestry - Easter Vestries are now to be held between 
mid-August and the end of September - elected Select 
Vestry members remain in post until a new meeting is 
convened.  
Rector: Email: frkevinobrien@me.com    Tel: 065 672 4721 
New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 

1995 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved 

worldwide. http://nrsvbibles.org The Common Worship psalter is © The 
Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England, 2000. 

Common Worship texts are available 
at https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-

and-resources 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7th  Sunday 
after Trinity 

(Year A) 
Readings and Hymns 

Collect 
Generous God, you give us gifts and make them grow: 
though our faith is small as mustard seed, make it grow to 
your glory and the flourishing of your kingdom; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
Suggested Hymns - For the online service you might 
like to view these hymns with lyrics on YouTube. 

1) God of grace and God of glory 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u9rWrw3XBO8 
2) Lord, thy word abideth 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qcghwj7zZZg 
3) God is Love let heaven adore him 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gyYWW_P9MH4 
4) Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GaoV5w2Qfag 
 

I Kings 3: 5-12 
At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by 
night; and God said, ‘Ask what I should give you.’ And 
Solomon said, ‘You have shown great and steadfast love 
to your servant my father David, because he walked 
before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in 
uprightness of heart towards you; and you have kept for 
him this great and steadfast love, and have given him a 
son to sit on his throne today. And now, O Lord my God, 
you have made your servant king in place of my father 
David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how 
to go out or come in. And your servant is in the midst of 
the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so 
numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. Give 
your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern 
your people, able to discern between good and evil; for 
who can govern this your great people?’ 
It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said 
to him, ‘Because you have asked this, and have not asked 
for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your 
enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to 
discern what is right, I now do according to your word. 
Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like 
you has been before you and no one like you shall arise 
after you. 

Psalm 119.129-136 
Your decrees are wonderful; 
   therefore my soul keeps them.  
The unfolding of your words gives light; 
   it imparts understanding to the simple.  
With open mouth I pant, 
   because I long for your commandments.  
Turn to me and be gracious to me, 
   as is your custom towards those who love your name.  
Keep my steps steady according to your promise, 
   and never let iniquity have dominion over me.  
Redeem me from human oppression, 
   that I may keep your precepts.  
Make your face shine upon your servant, 
   and teach me your statutes.  
My eyes shed streams of tears 
   because your law is not kept.  

 



Romans 8: 26-39 
Likewise, the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do 
not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit 
intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who 
searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, 
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to 
the will of God. We know that all things work together for 
good for those who love God, who are called according to 
his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 
order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 
And those whom he predestined he also called; and those 
whom he called he also justified; and those whom he 
justified he also glorified. What then are we to say about 
these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who 
did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of 
us, will he not with him also give us everything else? Who 
will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who 
justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, 
yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who 
indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the 
love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, 
or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is 
written, 
‘For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
   we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.’  
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52 
Jesus put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of 
heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and 
sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but 
when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and 
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and 
make nests in its branches.’ He told them another 
parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a 
woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour 
until all of it was leavened.’ ‘The kingdom of heaven is like 
treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; 
then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys 
that field. 
‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search 
of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he went 
and sold all that he had and bought it. 
‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was 
thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; when it 
was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good 
into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end 
of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil 
from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
‘Have you understood all this?’ They answered, ‘Yes.’ 
And he said to them, ‘Therefore every scribe who has 
been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master 
of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new 
and what is old.’ 

Commentary 
1 Kings 

The two books of Kings were originally one. They continue 
the story of the monarchy begun in 1-2 Samuel. 1 Kings 
begins with the enthronement of Solomon and the death of 
David, recounts the reign of Solomon, the breakup of Israel 
into Israel in the north and Judah in the south, through to 

about 870 BC. While these books read like a political history 
- in which some kings are judged good and others bad - they 
trace the apostasy that led to the loss of national identity and 
autonomy. 

Romans 8:26-39 
Paul has written of the new way of being we attain in baptism: 
we are freed of compounding sin leading to the finality of 
death and begin living in and with the Spirit, thanks to God’s 
gift of love. In this new life, we will live in complete accord 
with God, but now we still fail to live up to his (and our) 
expectations. We need help – help which the Spirit provides. 
In our present condition we have hope of attaining perfect 
union with God. Now he gives an example of how the Spirit 
helps us. We have human limitations in how we pray; the 
Spirit “intercedes” in terms unexpressible in human 
language. The Father, who knows us to the core, knows the 
“mind of the Spirit” (v. 27) – for it is part of God’s plan (“will”) 
that he intercede for “the saints”, the faithful. We know that, 
“for those who love God” (v. 28) and whom God has called 
as part of his plan, in his providence, the actions of “all things” 
converge towards ultimate goodness. God formulated his 
plan, that there would be people who would love him 
(“foreknew”, v. 29). They would have a disposition to share 
increasingly in, and be moulded increasingly into, the risen 
life of Christ (“image”, v. 29), so that they might join him in 
full godliness (glory) at the end of the era. These people he 
“called” (v. 30) and chose; they responded to his call, and he 
found them worthy (“justified”). So certain is Paul that God 
will complete the process that he writes “glorified” (past 
tense); in fact, sharing fully in God lies ahead. 
He now examines in detail how certain can we be that God 
will complete the execution of his plan of salvation. What, he 
asks, “are we to say about these things” (v. 31), especially 
“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are 
in Christ Jesus” ( 8:1). He puts his questions in the language 
of the law court. God is so “for us” (v. 31) that he gave us his 
very Son, so he will surely follow through with the rest of his 
plan. God has passed a favourable sentence on us 
(“justifies”, v. 33) so who is there to accuse us of anything? 
We have Christ, in his place of power and authority (“at the 
right hand of God”, v. 34) pleading for us. (He is also the 
judge: see 2:16.) No hardship can separate the true Christian 
from Christ’s love for us (v. 35). Psalm 44:22 foretold the 
sufferings of Christians (v. 36); in them we are winning a 
resounding victory (“more than conquerors”, v. 37). Whether 
dead or alive at the Last Day, nothing – whether spiritual 
powers (“angels ... rulers ... powers”, v. 38) or astrological 
powers (commonly believed to control human destiny, 
“height, nor depth”, v. 39) or anything else – can separate us 
from God’s love – and defeat God’s purpose for us. 

Matthew 13:31-33,44-52 
Jesus continues to use parables to teach the crowds and his 
disciples about God’s Kingdom; the four read today are really 
similes. A “mustard seed” is very small; in Palestine it grows 
to be a large shrub, but hardly a tree. Birds do not nest in it, 
so Jesus exaggerates. Bread made with “three measures of 
flour” (v. 33) would feed 100 people: again an exaggeration. 
God’s Kingdom will grow from small beginnings to significant 
size. Like yeast, Jesus’ message will pervade the lives of 
many, transforming them. The “someone” of v. 44 stumbles 
over the “treasure” and acquires legal title to it by selling all 
to buy the field. Of such value is membership in the Kingdom. 
The “merchant” (v. 45) values the “pearl”, (v. 46, the 
Kingdom), above all else. On the Sea of Galilee, a “net” (v. 
47) gathered all fish, only some of which were edible. At the 
end of the age, God will come to judge people, declaring the 
good to be his and discarding the others.  


