
~ Notices ~ 
Easter Vestry - Notice is given that the Easter Vestries 
will be held on the following dates and places: 
 
Kilnasoolagh Church - 15th September 7.30pm 
 
St Columba’s and Christ Church Spanish Point -  
20th September after 11.30 service at St Columba’s 

Resumption of Services - A number of precautions are 
in place due to Covid 19 and we accept that this will mean 
some inconvenience and changes to our normal routine. 
Rather than worry people, we hope that these measures 
will reassure you that we are taking the anti-virus advice 
very seriously in order to ensure that dvyour churches are 
as welcoming and safe as possible. The first few services 
will use a shorter liturgy with music but without hymns and 
Communion will also resume soon. 

Virtual Camino - I shall be walking in August to raise 
funds for Focus Ireland, the charity that provides homes 
for the homeless across the country. We had hoped to 
plan a parish Camino walk to Santiago de Compostela in 
the next few months, but for now, that will have to wait. 
Meanwhile in Clare we have ancient pathways, holy sites, 
shrines, ruined cathedrals and churches, holy wells and 
islands to visit. I start next week on Scattery Island and 
then continue across five weeks or so. I am taking some 
holiday from 10th to 24th August and that should give me 
a chance to include some interesting routes that I will post 
on the Facebook page. €250 is the target, but if I can raise 
more that would be great! Please support if you can - 
Covid is bad enough for those of us with the safety of our 
own homes - pity those who have nowhere for shelter or 
protection. The link to the Justgiving page is on the front 
page of our website: 

https://clareanglicans.ie 

Prayers - Prayers are said daily for the welfare of our 
community, our nation and the world. If you have any 
particular issue that you would like to be prayed for, do 
please email me on frkevinobrien@me.com or call me on 
065 672 4721.  
Online services - Please note that these are to continue 
each Sunday, in addition to the regular meditations during 
the week on Facebook. During this time away our website 
https://clareanglicans.ie has significantly developed, so 
please do scroll down the opening page to explore the 
new sections and information. There are six new sections: 

• Worship - a number of videos of services 
• Pray - leaflets and resources on ways of praying 
• Explore - videos of some inspiring speakers 
• Think Question Believe - a parish podcast 
• Viewpoint - videos on the basics of Christianity 
• Rector’s Blog - articles, thoughts, opinions 

Rector: Email: frkevinobrien@me.com     

Tel: 065 672 4721 
New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 

1995 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved 

worldwide. http://nrsvbibles.org The Common Worship psalter is © The 
Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England, 2000. 

Common Worship texts are available 
at https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-

and-resources 

 

 

 

10th  Sunday 
after Trinity 

(Year A) 
Readings and Hymns 

Collect 
Lord of heaven and earth, as Jesus taught his disciples to 
be persistent in prayer, give us patience and courage 
never to lose hope, but always to bring our prayers before 
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
Suggested Hymns - For the online service you might 
like to view these hymns with lyrics on YouTube. 

1) In Christ there is no East or West 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TpITJOShix0&t=1s 
2) There's A Wideness In God's Mercy 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kamADrlPEDs 
3) Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5U4IMtvp6bg 
4) We Have A Gospel To Proclaim 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B2FX0-kS7wA 

Isaiah 56.1,6-8 
Thus says the Lord: 
   Maintain justice, and do what is right, 
for soon my salvation will come, 
   and my deliverance be revealed.  
And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, 
   to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, 
   and to be his servants, 
all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, 
   and hold fast my covenant—  
these I will bring to my holy mountain, 
   and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 
their burnt-offerings and their sacrifices 
   will be accepted on my altar; 
for my house shall be called a house of prayer 
   for all peoples.  
Thus says the Lord God, 
   who gathers the outcasts of Israel, 
I will gather others to them 
   besides those already gathered. 

Psalm 67 
May God be gracious to us and bless us 
   and make his face to shine upon us, 
that your way may be known upon earth, 
   your saving power among all nations.  
Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
   let all the peoples praise you.  
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
   for you judge the peoples with equity 
   and guide the nations upon earth. 
Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
   let all the peoples praise you.  
The earth has yielded its increase; 
   God, our God, has blessed us.  
May God continue to bless us; 
   let all the ends of the earth revere him. 

Romans 11.1-2a,29-32 
I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I 
myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a 
member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected his 
people whom he foreknew. Do you not know what the 
scripture says of Elijah, how he pleads with God against 
Israel? for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 



Just as you were once disobedient to God but have now 
received mercy because of their disobedience, so they 
have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy 
shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. For God 
has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be 
merciful to all. 

Matthew 15.21-28 
Jesus went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just 
then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and 
started shouting, ‘Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; 
my daughter is tormented by a demon.’ But he did not 
answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, 
saying, ‘Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.’ 
He answered, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel.’ But she came and knelt before him, 
saying, ‘Lord, help me.’ He answered, ‘It is not fair to take 
the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.’ She said, 
‘Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from 
their masters’ table.’ Then Jesus answered her, ‘Woman, 
great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.’ And 
her daughter was healed instantly. 

Commentary 
Isaiah 
This book can be divided into two (and possibly three) 
parts. Chapters 1 to 39 were written before the exile, from 
about 740 BC to about 700 BC. These were difficult times 
for the southern kingdom, Judah: a disastrous war was 
fought with Syria; the Assyrians conquered Israel, the 
northern kingdom, in 723 BC, and threatened Judah. 
Isaiah saw the cause of these events as social injustice, 
which he condemned, and against which he fought 
valiantly. Chapters 40 to 66 were written during and after 
the Exile in Babylon. They are filled with a message of 
trust and confident hope that God will soon end the Exile. 
Some scholars consider that Chapters 56 to 66 form a 
third part of the book, written after the return to the 
Promised Land. These chapters speak of hope and 
despair; they berate the people for their sin, for 
worshipping other gods. Like Second Isaiah, this part 
speaks of the hope that God will soon restore Jerusalem 
to its former glory and make a new home for all peoples. 

Psalm 67 
This is either a psalm of thanksgiving for an abundant 
harvest (perhaps written for use at the Feast of 
Tabernacles) or a prayer for a good harvest. Vv. 1-2 recall 
the priestly blessing God instructed that Aaron and his 
sons impart to the Israelites, but here it is extended to “the 
nations” (v. 4). Vv. 3-4 say: may all nations recognize 
Israel’s God as lord of all peoples (and not just of Israel), 
that he is the universal just ruler and “guide” (as 
exemplified in how he treats Israel.) In the NRSV, v. 6a 
indicates that the harvest is in; however, another 
rendering is May the earth yield her produce. May all 
people everywhere hold God in awe (v. 7). 

Romans 11:1-2a,29-32 
Paul has argued that Israel will not be saved at the Last 
Day. Most Jews have rejected the approach to oneness 
with God attainable through God’s love. The fault for their 
alienation from God, he has written, lies with them. But he 
has hinted, based on Isaiah, that “a remnant of them will 
be saved” ( 9:27). “Has God rejected his people?” (v. 1) 
No, says Paul: you can be a member of God's first chosen 
people, an “Israelite” and Christian: he is an example. So 
God has not totally cast off the people he chose long ago, 
even if they are at times disobedient to God's will. When 
God makes a promise, he keeps it: Israel is still chosen 
(v. 29). (Vv. 2b-24 speak of the waywardness of Israel. As 

in Elijah’s time, there is now a faithful remnant, i.e. Jewish 
Christians. It was, he says, the failure of the mission to the 
Jews that led to the mission to the Gentiles. Gentile 
Christians will provide an example for Jews, leading them 
to seek oneness with him in faith.) Now vv. 30-32: Gentile 
Christians (“you”) were once unfaithful (“disobedient”) to 
God but because they (Israel) were unfaithful, Gentiles 
have been brought to Christ. Their unfaithfulness has a 
purpose: that they may be brought back to God. 
“Disobedience” provides God with the opportunity to give 
his love (“mercy”) to both Jews and Gentiles. 

Matthew 15:(10-20),21-28 
Pharisees have come to Jesus asking why his disciples 
break the oral law, which they believe to be God-given 
and to have equal status with Mosaic Law: why do they 
not wash before eating? (v. 2) He has pointed out to them 
that at times they give priority to the oral law over the 
biblical Law. The Pharisees teach rules of human, rather 
than divine, origin. Now (v. 10) he tells the crowd a 
“parable” (v. 15), a saying with a hidden meaning. He sees 
moral behaviour (“out of the mouth”, v. 11) as important, 
not food laws (“into the mouth”). When the disciples point 
out that he has offended the Pharisees (v. 12) by his reply 
to their question, he is blunt: do not follow them; being 
“blind” (v. 14), they and their followers will be judged 
adversely (“pit”). When Peter asks for an explanation, 
Jesus addresses all the disciples (“you”, v. 16, is plural). 
What is eaten, Jesus says, even though ritually clean, 
ends up unclean (“sewer”, v. 17), so food laws are 
unimportant (in spite of being in the Law). The “mouth” (v. 
18) was seen as the channel by which the “heart”, the very 
being, expressed itself. Immoral behaviour (“evil 
intentions ...”, v. 19) does alienate one from God (“defile”, 
v. 20) but breaking laws of human origin does not. Now a 
“Canaanite” (v. 22) woman, from Phoenicia (“Tyre ...”, v. 
21) and probably a Gentile, calls for help. She recognizes 
him as the Messiah (“Lord, Son of David”, v. 22). Even 
though the disciples advise sending her away and Jesus 
says that his mission is to “Israel” (v. 24), she manages to 
kneel before him (v. 25). He tests her (v. 26): the “children” 
are Jews, their “food” the gospel, and “the dogs” the 
Gentiles. Her answer, that he can still help her, 
demonstrates her faith in him. 
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