
Jesus calls his disciples scribes, interpreters, “trained for the 
kingdom” (v. 52), when they tell him that they understand the 
seven parables in this chapter, for they know both the “old” 
(Israel’s heritage), and the “new” understanding of it he has 
given them.                                 © 1996-2020 Chris Haslam  

~ Notices ~ 
Resumption of Services - A number of precautions are in 
place due to Covid 19 and we accept that this will mean some 
inconvenience and changes to our normal routine. Rather 
than worry people, we hope that these measures will 
reassure you that we are taking the anti-virus advice very 
seriously in order to ensure that dvyour churches are as 
welcoming and safe as possible. The first few services will 
use a shorter liturgy with music but without hymns and 
Communion will also resume soon. 

Virtual Camino - I shall be walking in August to raise funds 
for Focus Ireland, the charity that provides homes for the 
homeless across the country. We had hoped to plan a parish 
Camino walk to Santiago de Compostela in the next few 
months, but for now, that will have to wait. Meanwhile in 
Clare we have ancient pathways, holy sites, shrines, ruined 
cathedrals and churches, holy wells and islands to visit. I 
start next week on Scattery Island and then continue across 
five weeks or so. I am taking some holiday from 10th to 24th 
August and that should give me a chance to include some 
interesting routes that I will post on the Facebook page. €250 
is the target, but if I can raise more that would be great! 
Please support if you can - Covid is bad enough for those of 
us with the safety of our own homes - pity those who have 
nowhere for shelter or protection. The link to the Justgiving 
page is on the front page of our website: 

https://clareanglicans.ie 

Prayers - Prayers are said daily for the welfare of our 
community, our nation and the world. If you have any 
particular issue that you would like to be prayed for, do 
please email me on frkevinobrien@me.com or call me on 
065 672 4721.  
Online services - Please note that these are to continue 
each Sunday, in addition to the regular meditations during 
the week on Facebook. During this time away our website 
https://clareanglicans.ie has significantly developed, so 
please do scroll down the opening page to explore the new 
sections and information. There are six new sections: 

• Worship - a number of videos of services 
• Pray - leaflets and resources on ways of praying 
• Explore - videos of some inspiring speakers 
• Think Question Believe - a parish podcast 
• Viewpoint - videos on the basics of Christianity 
• Rector’s Blog - articles, thoughts, opinions 

Select Vestry - Easter Vestries are now to be held between 
mid-August and the end of September - elected Select 
Vestry members remain in post until a new meeting is 
convened.  
Rector: Email: frkevinobrien@me.com    Tel: 065 672 4721 
New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 

1995 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved 

worldwide. http://nrsvbibles.org The Common Worship psalter is © The 
Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England, 2000. 

Common Worship texts are available 
at https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-

and-resources 

 
 

8th  Sunday 
after Trinity 

(Year A) 
Readings and Hymns 

Collect 
Lord God, your Son left the riches of heaven and became 
poor for our sake: when we prosper save us from pride, 
when we are needy save us from despair, that we may 
trust in you alone; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
Suggested Hymns - For the online service you might 
like to view these hymns with lyrics on YouTube. 

1) I heard the voice of Jesus say 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XUVCpF8-VuE&t=46s 
2) Praise to the Lord, the almighty, the King of creation 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rCnQNwQG5GI 
3) For the fruits of his creation 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zbBUFSOkbdM 
4) Guide me, O thou great Redeemer 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ofp6rdAgRrY 
 

Isaiah 55: 1-5 
Ho, everyone who thirsts, 
   come to the waters; 
and you that have no money, 
   come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk 
   without money and without price.  
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
   and your labour for that which does not satisfy? 
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
   and delight yourselves in rich food.  
Incline your ear, and come to me; 
   listen, so that you may live. 
I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
   my steadfast, sure love for David.  
See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
   a leader and commander for the peoples.  
See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 
   and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 
because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
   for he has glorified you. 

Psalm 145.8-9,15-22 
  The Lord is gracious and merciful, ♦ 
     long-suffering and of great goodness. 
  The Lord is loving to everyone ♦ 
     and his mercy is over all his creatures. 
  The Lord upholds all those who fall ♦ 
     and lifts up all those who are bowed down. 
  The eyes of all wait upon you, O Lord, ♦ 
     and you give them their food in due season. 
  You open wide your hand ♦ 
     and fill all things living with plenty. 
  The Lord is righteous in all his ways ♦ 
     and loving in all his works. 
  The Lord is near to those who call upon him, ♦ 
     to all who call upon him faithfully. 
  He fulfils the desire of those who fear him; ♦ 
     he hears their cry and saves them. 
  The Lord watches over those who love him, ♦ 
     but all the wicked shall he destroy. 
  My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord, ♦ 
     and let all flesh bless his holy name for ever and ever. 



Romans 9: 1-5 
I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my 
conscience confirms it by the Holy Spirit— I have great 
sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could 
wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ 
for the sake of my own people, my kindred according to 
the flesh. They are Israelites, and to them belong the 
adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, 
the worship, and the promises; to them belong the 
patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes 
the Messiah, who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen. 

Matthew 14: 13-21 
Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a 
boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds 
heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. When 
he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had 
compassion for them and cured their sick. When it was 
evening, the disciples came to him and said, ‘This is a 
deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds 
away so that they may go into the villages and buy food 
for themselves.’ Jesus said to them, ‘They need not go 
away; you give them something to eat.’ They replied, ‘We 
have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.’ And he 
said, ‘Bring them here to me.’ Then he ordered the crowds 
to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the 
two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke 
the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the 
disciples gave them to the crowds. And all ate and were 
filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken 
pieces, twelve baskets full. And those who ate were about 
five thousand men, besides women and children. 

Commentary 
Isaiah 55:1-9 
This chapter concludes a section of the book called Second 
Isaiah by many scholars. It was written during the Exile, after 
the fall of Babylon to the Persians. This section began with 
Chapter 40, and key themes presented there are repeated 
here: the way of the Lord, calling the people to enjoy God’s 
gifts, a new deliverance, the word of the Lord, the king, 
heaven and earth, God’s relationship with Israel, 
forgiveness, and the participation of other nations. Vv. 1-3 
invite all who thirst for God (even the impoverished) to join in 
his freely-given banquet at the end of time. The meal 
symbolizes God’s love, his abundance. Recall other 
banquets: in Egypt, after a plague killed every first-born son 
but passed over (did not afflict) Israelite sons; and after 
Moses received the Law on Mount Sinai. Here the banquet 
is for “everyone”. The food is both invaluable (“without price”) 
and cannot be bought (“without money”). God made an 
“everlasting covenant” (v. 3) with David, making him a great 
leader and guaranteeing him an enduring line of successors; 
now this greatness is transferred to Israel (“you”), so that they 
“may live”, i.e. see the promises of long ago fulfilled now and 
in the future. Now nations who neither know Israel nor are 
known to her will come seeking Israel’s “Lord ” (v. 5). All may 
now “seek the Lord ” (v. 6), turn humbly to him, not only in 
the Temple but wherever he may be found, for “he is near”. 
The invitation to share in the life of this new community is 
even extended to evildoers who repent and “return to the 
Lord” (v. 7), for they will be pardoned. God may be “near” but 
he is transcendent, sufficiently removed not to be 
contaminated by human sin. His ways are beyond human 
comprehension (vv. 8-9). Vv. 10-11 say that God’s word 
comes gently from him, to permeate the earth and return to 
him, mission done. His spirit, infused in humans, brings in 
them godliness, success in furthering God’s plan. Vv. 12-13 
say that sin will be abolished; all the world will recognize God; 

creation will be renewed, and all will rejoice. This will be an 
“everlasting sign” of God’s love. 

Psalm 145 
This is a hymn summarizing the characteristics of God. It is 
in acrostic form, making it easy to memorize: each verse in 
Hebrew begins with a successive letter of the alphabet. Vv. 
1-3 are the psalmist’s personal expression of praise. In v. 4, 
he expands to speaking of descendants, of passing on 
knowledge and experience of God. God is known for his 
“wondrous works” (v. 5). In vv. 8-20, he expands still further, 
to “all people” (v. 12). Vv. 8-9 mention his love, vv. 10-13a 
his kingship over all, vv. 14-20 of his care of all in need. 
Responsiveness to his call brings protection (v. 20a) but 
those who oppose his ways will be destroyed. Finally, v. 21 
combines the personal commitment to God with that of “all 
flesh”. 

Romans 9:1-5 
Paul has written of the new way of being we have in Christ, 
in the love of God, aided by the Holy Spirit, with the certain 
hope of eternal life – while others continually alienate 
themselves from God and face the finality of physical death. 
We are adopted children of God, and so will attain complete 
oneness with him, sharing in his power (glory). Now he 
confronts a worrying question: why have most Jews rejected 
the good news? This causes Paul, as a follower of Christ, 
great pain. Perhaps some thought him insensitive to the 
plight of his fellow Jews, but the “Holy Spirit”, within him, 
“confirms” that he really cares. He would even be willing to 
be “cut off from Christ” (v. 3), be condemned to damnation, 
for the sake of bringing his fellow Jews to Christ. They are 
“Israelites” (v. 4) – a title given to them by God. They have 
seven gifts from God: “adoption”, being chosen as children 
of God; “glory”, God’s presence in the desert and in the 
Temple; the “covenants” of God with the patriarchs; “the 
giving of the law”, the expression of God’s will at Sinai; 
temple “worship”; “the promises” to Adam, Noah, Moses and 
David; and a heritage still in effect, of worshipping the God 
of their fathers, “the patriarchs” (v. 5, Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob). There is an eighth gift, the greatest: Jesus, who was 
born a Jew. But they fail to recognize him for who he is: the 
“Messiah”, the Christ. Paul’s basic answer is in vv. 6-18: God, 
not humans, choses through whom he works to bring about 
his plan of salvation, as the Old Testament shows. God 
decided that the lineage of Israel, his people, would be 
through Isaac and Jacob, not through Ishmael and Esau. 

Matthew 14:13-21 
Matthew has told us of the beheading of John the Baptist – 
killed because he denounced Herod Antipas’ marriage to his 
brother Philip’s wife when Philip was still alive (a violation of 
Jewish law). This is a story of a miracle, but which miracle? 
The obvious answer is the multiplication of the loaves and 
fishes, but there is perhaps another miracle here. Matthew 
places this story in a section of the gospel about training the 
disciples for their mission, so perhaps Jesus is teaching them 
about what they can do. (A peasant in Palestine, then and 
now, travelled with food.) Jesus says to his disciples “you 
give them something to eat” (v. 16). He is saying: you have 
the resources to solve this problem! Take the initiative! Be 
leaders! In v. 19, we have a reminder of the Last Supper, the 
eucharistic feast, and of the messianic feast at the end of 
time. Jesus takes bread, recognizes it as the Father's gift 
(“looked up to heaven”), blesses it, breaks it, and gives it, 
distributes it. Then, in v. 20, we see another level to the story. 
The disciples get everyone to work together to a common 
purpose. All are “filled” and much is left over: a basket for 
each disciple. Each of them has a mission to perform, one of 
telling the good news of the infinite abundance of God's love, 
which all can eat.                       © 1996-2020 Chris Haslam 


