
Then v. 29: God has given the Philippians the opportunity to 
suffer for Christ’s sake as well as believing in him: they share 
the same “struggle” (v. 30) or contest (as in a wrestling 
match) as Paul endures and expects. 

Matthew 20:1-16 
The landowner appears to be unfair, but note that the 
passage begins “... the kingdom of heaven is like ...” and that 
the wages stand for God’s grace. God chooses to give (v. 
14) the same to all: the landowner pays “whatever is right” 
(v. 4) – there is no hierarchy in heaven. God is generous to 
all who believe. Many who seem less deserving (in the story, 
those hired “about five o’clock”, v. 6, at the end of the day) 
will be treated generously too: this is God’s (free) choice. All 
true disciples are equal in God’s eyes, however and 
whenever they come to faith. What matters is God’s call to 
us, and our response. V. 16 is unexpected: those who were 
hired last are paid first (v. 8); those who have worked all day 
expect, but do not receive, a bonus. In Jesus’ day, 
opportunity and privilege were far from equal; he goes 
against contemporary thinking and action: we are all 
dependent on God’s mercy. A scholar has defined a parable 
as a metaphor or simile drawn from nature or common life, 
arresting the hearer by its vividness or strangeness, and 
leaving the mind in sufficient doubt about its precise 
application to tease it into active thought. It is strange that the 
landowner miscalculates his need for help three times – but 
to emphasize this is to miss the point. 
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~ Notices ~ 
Easter Vestry:  
St Columba’s and Christ Church Spanish Point -  
20th September after 11.30 service at St Columba’s 

Elections for the following posts: People’s and Rector’s 
Church Wardens, People’s and Rector’s Glebe Wardens, 
and other members of the Select Vestry; the Secretary and 
Treasurer will also be appointed. As this year marks the 
Triennium we shall also be electing the Parochial Nominators 
and Diocesan Synod Representatives.  For a description of 
roles and responsibilities please see the Parish Handbook 
(available at the back of Church and also by emailing the 
Rector). Please ensure that you are on the list of 
registered members of your parish Church - see Church 
Wardens to check. Please refer to the Parish Handbook 
A copy of the Easter Vestry Report is also available at 
the back of church and via email. 

Prayers - Prayers are said daily for the welfare of our 
community, our nation and the world. If you have any 
particular issue that you would like to be prayed for, do 
please email me on frkevinobrien@me.com or call me on 
065 672 4721.  
Online services - These continue each Sunday, in addition 
to the weekly meditations on Facebook. Our website 
https://clareanglicans.ie has significantly developed, so 
please do scroll down the opening page to explore the new 
sections and information.  

• Worship - a number of videos of services 
• Pray - leaflets and resources on ways of praying 
• Explore - videos of some inspiring speakers 
• Think Question Believe - a parish podcast 
• Viewpoint - videos on the basics of Christianity 
• Rector’s Blog - articles, thoughts, opinions 

Rector: Email: frkevinobrien@me.com    Tel: 065 672 4721 
New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 

1995 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved 

worldwide. http://nrsvbibles.org The Common Worship psalter is © The 
Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England, 2000. 

Common Worship texts are available 
at https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-

and-resources 

15th Sunday 
after Trinity 

(Year A) 
Readings and Hymns 

Collect 
Loving and righteous God, your boundless generosity 
exceeds all that we can desire or deserve, and you give 
to the last worker all you promised to the first: liberate us 
from all jealousy and greed, that we may be free to love 
and serve others, and in your service may find our true 
reward; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
Suggested Hymns - For the online service you might 
like to view these hymns with lyrics on YouTube. 

1) Let all the world in every corner and sing 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PfXldoDnvq4 
 2) Fight the good fight with all thy might 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bgl4SoI-5sk 
3)  Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MkTrFQLy6js&t=4s 
4) Through all the changing scenes of life 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ox1r0OzIwoo&t=54s 

Jonah 3:10-4:11 
When God saw what they did, how they turned from their 
evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that 
he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do 
it. But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became 
angry. He prayed to the Lord and said, ‘O Lord! Is not this 
what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why 
I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are 
a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and 
abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from 
punishing. And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, 
for it is better for me to die than to live.’ And the Lord said, 
‘Is it right for you to be angry?’ Then Jonah went out of the 
city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for 
himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see 
what would become of the city. 
The Lord God appointed a bush, and made it come up 
over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save him from 
his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 
But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a 
worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. When the 
sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun 
beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and 
asked that he might die. He said, ‘It is better for me to die 
than to live.’ 
But God said to Jonah, ‘Is it right for you to be angry about 
the bush?’ And he said, ‘Yes, angry enough to die.’ Then 
the Lord said, ‘You are concerned about the bush, for 
which you did not labour and which you did not grow; it 
came into being in a night and perished in a night. And 
should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, 
in which there are more than a hundred and twenty 
thousand people who do not know their right hand from 
their left, and also many animals?’ 

Psalm 145 
I will exalt you, O God my King, ♦ 
   and bless your name for ever and ever. 
Every day will I bless you ♦ 
   and praise your name for ever and ever. 
Great is the Lord and highly to be praised; ♦ 
   his greatness is beyond all searching out. 
One generation shall praise your works to another ♦ 
   and declare your mighty acts. 



They shall speak of the majesty of your glory, ♦ 
   and I will tell of all your wonderful deeds. 
They shall speak of the might of your marvellous acts, ♦ 
   and I will also tell of your greatness. 
They shall pour forth the story  
of your abundant kindness ♦ 
   and joyfully sing of your righteousness. 
The Lord is gracious and merciful, ♦ 
   long-suffering and of great goodness. 

Philippians 1: 21-30 
For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live 
in the flesh, that means fruitful labour for me; and I do not 
know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: 
my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far 
better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for 
you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain 
and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in 
faith, so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in 
Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 
Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of 
Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am absent 
and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm 
in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the 
faith of the gospel, and are in no way intimidated by your 
opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, 
but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. For he has 
graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing 
in Christ, but of suffering for him as well— since you are 
having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear 
that I still have. 

Matthew 20: 1-16 
‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went 
out early in the morning to hire labourers for his vineyard. 
After agreeing with the labourers for the usual daily wage, 
he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about 
nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the market-
place; and he said to them, “You also go into the vineyard, 
and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. When 
he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he 
did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and 
found others standing around; and he said to them, “Why 
are you standing here idle all day?” They said to him, 
“Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You also 
go into the vineyard.” When evening came, the owner of 
the vineyard said to his manager, “Call the labourers and 
give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going 
to the first.” When those hired about five o’clock came, 
each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when 
the first came, they thought they would receive more; but 
each of them also received the usual daily wage. And 
when they received it, they grumbled against the 
landowner, saying, “These last worked only one hour, and 
you have made them equal to us who have borne the 
burden of the day and the scorching heat.” But he replied 
to one of them, “Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you 
not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what 
belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the 
same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I 
choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious 
because I am generous?” So the last will be first, and the 
first will be last.’  

Commentary 
Jonah 3:1-5,10 
Jonah is the archetypical reluctant prophet. Earlier, in 1:2, 
God has called him to “‘Go at once to Nineveh ... and cry out 
against it; for their wickedness has come up before me’” but 
he has tried to escape by sailing to the ends of the earth. God 
has punished him by having a large fish swallow him. 

Now God commands Jonah a second time: God is not going 
to let him off! He now obeys: he goes to the capital of Assyria, 
(this being a book of exaggerations) “an exceedingly large 
city” ( 3:3). (Excavations show that it was about 5 x 2½ 
kilometres.) He goes into the city, but only part-way (“a day’s 
walk”, 3:4): half measures are good enough for him. The first 
readers probably identified “forty” with either the Flood or the 
Exodus. Nineveh will be “overthrown” or destroyed. In 3:5, 
the residents react to this oracle: they believe God (in the 
person of his prophet) and acknowledge their godlessness. 
3:6-9 (not part of our reading) tell us the king’s reaction and 
edict: he dons “sackcloth” and sits in “ashes” – traditional 
signs of mourning and repentance; he decrees three stages 
of repentance for all: 
admission of guilt, by way of outward signs; 
change in each person’s attitude to others (in turning away 
from evil and violence); 
acknowledgement of God’s freedom in how he responds to 
repentance (“he may turn from his fierce anger”, 3:9). 
Then 3:10: God does change his mind: he accepts their 
repentance and delivers them. 
Obviously this is a story, but it is one that teaches; it is a 
parable. It illuminates an issue of its time, the waywardness 
of Israel. God is central and powerful. He can favour 
whomever he chooses, even hated enemies of the past. 

Psalm 145:1-5,17-21 
This is a hymn summarizing the characteristics of God. It is 
in acrostic form, making it easy to memorize: each verse in 
Hebrew begins with a successive letter of the alphabet. Vv. 
1-3 are the psalmist’s personal expression of praise. In v. 4, 
he expands to speaking of descendants, of passing on 
knowledge and experience of God. God is known for his 
“wondrous works” (v. 5). In vv. 8-20, he expands still further, 
to “all people” (v. 12). Vv. 8-9 mention his love, vv. 10-13a 
his kingship over all, vv. 14-20 of his care of all in need. 
Responsiveness to his call brings protection (v. 20a) but 
those who oppose his ways will be destroyed. Finally, v. 21 
combines the personal commitment to God with that of “all 
flesh”. 

Philippians 1:21-30 
Paul writes from prison; in v. 12 he says that he wants the 
Christians at Philippi “to know ... that what has happened to 
... [him] has actually helped to spread the gospel”. The good 
news has become known to his jailers; they now know that 
his “imprisonment is for Christ” (v. 13, and not for a crime) 
and thereby, in his absence, most of his fellow Christians 
have gained the confidence to “speak the word with greater 
boldness and without fear” (v. 14). Realizing that he may be 
facing death, he ponders what this may mean. The spread of 
the faith will need to go on without him, and he will not live to 
see the Day of the Lord, the coming of Christ at the end of 
time. And so he thinks of living and dying. For him, Christ 
gives meaning to existence (“living is Christ”, v. 21), and 
physical death brings greater oneness with Christ (“gain”); 
living means preaching Christ, a “fruitful labour” (v. 22), while 
dying is being with him in glory. He would like to “depart”, (v. 
23), to move on, but to continue his earthly life is needed 
more – for the benefit of those he has, and will, bring to 
Christ. And because of the greater need (v. 25), his life, he 
thinks, will continue in “progress and joy” with the church at 
Philippi, so that he may share with them when he next visits 
them (v. 26). He exhorts them as a community to live in an 
ethical way, consistent with “the gospel” (v. 27). They are to 
stand firm, as a soldier does at his post, sharing a common 
approach (“spirit”), working together to be of “one mind” in 
the faith – and not being scared off, “intimidated” (v. 28), by 
those who harass Christians. This one-mindedness is 
evidence that they are contributing to the downfall of their 
persecutors on the Day of Judgement, and the assurance of 
their own salvation – and God gives this.  


