
Matthew 25:31-46 
Vv. 14-30 are the Parable of the Talents. Jesus has used it 
to stress the importance of fidelity to him and his mission 
while he is away. Here Jesus tells us the kind of conduct, of 
morality, towards others expected of the faithful – and the 
consequences of not caring for others. Sheep and goats 
behave differently but in Palestine they were fed together. At 
the end of the era, when Christ comes again, he will act for 
the Father (“sit on ... [his] throne”, v. 31). He will separate the 
“sheep” (v. 32) from the “goats”, assigning the former to a 
place of honour (“at his right hand”, v. 33) and the latter to 
dishonour. He, as “king” (v. 34) will invite the godly (or 
faithful), those whom the Father has pre-ordained for this, to 
live with him (“the kingdom”), a state that existed before 
creation (“from the foundation of the world”). Why? Because 
the godly have fulfilled God’s expectation: in reaching out to 
the disadvantaged they have, in fact, been reaching out to 
him (v. 40). We are all part of his family. But the “goats”, 
those who have ignored the needy, will be permanently 
separated from God, be unhappy, and be punished, for they 
have failed to see Christ in people. The “righteous” (v. 46) 
are the faithful, the godly, those who understand that to serve 
humanity is to serve Christ – and do so. 
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~ Notices ~ 
Christmas - Normally by this time we would be giving notice 
of Christmas services to come. Regrettably we are not yet in 
a position to know whether we may meet in our churches for 
Christmas and whether or not we may be able to sing carols. 
An announcement will be made as soon as we are able. 
Prayers - Prayers are said daily for the welfare of our 
community, our nation and the world. If you have any 
particular issue that you would like to be prayed for, do 
please email me on frkevinobrien@me.com or call me on 
065 672 4721.  
YouTube - our YouTube channel now has over 105 videos, 
comprising services, talks and sermons. Please do visit the 
channel by searching for St Columba’s Church Ennis and 
do subscribe if you can, we are aiming to reach 100 
subscribers before Christmas. Also visit our Facebook page: 
Drumcliffe Church of Ireland Ennis 
Rector: Email: frkevinobrien@me.com    Tel: 065 672 4721 
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Common Worship texts are available 
at https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-

and-resources 

- The prayer for today - 
Stir up, O Lord, 

the wills of your faithful people; 
that plenteously bearing the fruit of good works 

they may by you be plenteously rewarded; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen 

- Mission Sunday - 
The two charities being supported this year are: 

Womens Aid 
www.womensaid.ie 

Jigsaw 
www.jigsaw.ie 

See the diocesan website for the Bishop’s address: 

http://www.limerick.anglican.org 

Christ the King 
(Year A) 

Collect 
Almighty God, who called 
your Church to witness that 
you were in Christ reconciling 
the world to yourself: Help us 
to proclaim the good news of 

your love, that all who hear it may be drawn to you; 
through him who was lifted up on the cross, and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 
Suggested Hymns - For the online service you might 
like to view these hymns with lyrics on YouTube. 

1) Jerusalem the golden 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mwbAE9uZk84 
2) Rejoice, the Lord is King! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aDFAv0eh-s8 
3)  Let all mortal flesh keep silent 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vxd7rWLhCMc 
4)  When I needed a neighbour, were you there 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fExR7eOhJO0 
 

Ezekiel 34: 11-16, 20-24 
For thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my 
sheep, and will seek them out. As shepherds seek out their 
flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will 
seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to 
which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick 
darkness. I will bring them out from the peoples and gather 
them from the countries, and will bring them into their own 
land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the 
watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. I will 
feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of 
Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good 
grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the 
mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of my 
sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord God. I 
will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will 
bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat 
and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. 
Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge 
between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. Because you 
pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak 
animals with your horns until you scattered them far and 
wide, I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be 
ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. 
I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and 
he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 
And I, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David shall 
be prince among them; I, the Lord, have spoken. 

Psalm 95 
  O come, let us sing to the Lord; ♦ 
   let us heartily rejoice in the rock of our salvation. 
  Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving ♦ 
   and be glad in him with psalms. 
  For the Lord is a great God ♦ 
   and a great king above all gods. 
  In his hand are the depths of the earth ♦ 
   and the heights of the mountains are his also. 
  The sea is his, for he made it, ♦ 
   and his hands have moulded the dry land. 
  Come, let us worship and bow down ♦ 
   and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
  For he is our God; ♦ 
   we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. 

 



Ephesians 1: 15-23 
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love* 
towards all the saints, and for this reason I do not cease to 
give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray 
that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 
may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come 
to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, 
you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, 
what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the 
saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power 
for us who believe, according to the working of his great 
power. God put this power to work in Christ when he raised 
him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the 
heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power 
and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only 
in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all 
things under his feet and has made him the head over all 
things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him 
who fills all in all. 

Matthew 25: 31-46 
‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels 
with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. All the 
nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate 
people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep 
from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand 
and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his 
right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and 
you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I 
was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you 
visited me.” Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when 
was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty 
and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we 
saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave 
you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in 
prison and visited you?” And the king will answer them, “Truly 
I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who 
are members of my family, you did it to me.” Then he will say 
to those at his left hand, “You that are accursed, depart from 
me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 
for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did 
not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, 
sick and in prison and you did not visit me.” Then they also 
will answer, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or 
thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not 
take care of you?” Then he will answer them, “Truly I tell you, 
just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did 
not do it to me.” And these will go away into eternal 
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.’  

Commentary 
Ezekiel 34:11-16,20-24 
Rulers in the Near East had long seen themselves as 
shepherds of their subjects. Ezekiel was sent by God to 
prophesy against Israel’s kings, who had misused their 
people and were responsible for scattering them. The kings 
had taken the plenty of the land for themselves, rather than 
sharing it with their subjects. Written in a time of 
despondency (Judah had been invaded by Babylon in 587 
BC), vv. 1-10 blame the people’s sorry state on the kings: 
some people had dispersed around the Mediterranean; 
others were deported to Babylon; those left at home were no 
better off. In foreign lands, they have fallen prey to pagan 
beliefs. Rulers too are subject to God’s law: they are 
individually responsible for the mess. 
 
Now God will reverse the evil done by the bad human 
shepherds. He will seek out the sheep, and “rescue” (v. 12) 
them from wherever they have been scattered. God will 

“gather them” (v. 13) and bring them back, restore them, to 
Palestine; he will care for them (v. 14). He will aid the “lost” 
(v. 16), “strayed”, “injured” and “weak” – but he will destroy 
the “fat and the strong”, i.e. those who rule them. God will 
give them justice: rulers will be accountable for their actions. 
God will judge, and differentiate between, the “fat sheep” (v. 
20, the overfed rich oppressors, the ungodly) and the “lean” 
(the underfed poor oppressed, the godly). “I will save my 
flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged” (v. 22). The sheep 
must behave properly, and submit to “one shepherd” (v. 23), 
a descendant of “David” (vv. 23, 24), a “prince”, whom God 
will place over them. There will be peace, prosperity and 
safety from attack by other nations; then Israel will truly know 
her God. Jesus built on this passage to express the nature 
of his mission. 

Psalm 95 
This psalm is known as the Venite, the Latin for “come”. Vv. 
1-7a are an invitation to worship God. In early Israelite times, 
God was seen as the supreme deity, “above all [other] gods” 
(v. 3). He is master and ruler of the universe, for he is creator 
(vv. 3-5). (“Great King” was a title of emperors in the ancient 
Near East.) Worship him, for he is saviour, creator, ruler and 
protector! But worship without obedience is worthless, so 
“listen to his voice” (v. 7). Failure to adhere to God’s ways 
will have dire consequences, as it did for the Israelites during 
their “forty years” (v. 10) in the “wilderness” (v. 8): the 
Promised Land was God’s “rest” (v. 11, his permanent 
earthly dwelling place), but none of the “generation” (v. 10) 
that left Egypt entered it. Lifespans were shorter in those 
days. 

Ephesians 1:15-23 
Paul has written of the Father’s wisdom and insight in making 
known to us his will, his plan for completion of the restoration 
of the faithful to oneness with him, as told by Jesus (vv. 8, 9). 
God’s plan embraces both Jews and Gentiles, bringing them 
together in one Christian community. That this is happening 
he sees as evidence of God’s ability to break down diverse 
barriers, and to bring the world to unity in Christ. 
And so, in vv. 15-16, he is delighted to hear of the successful 
missionary activity by people he does not know at first hand. 
Their “faith” (commitment to Christ) and fraternal love (love 
of “all the saints”, Christians both Jewish and Gentile) go 
hand in hand: faith involves appreciating God’s great love for 
humanity demonstrated in the Father’s giving of the Son. 
That “your” (v. 15) refers to new Christians is indicated by “as 
you come to know him” in v. 17: Paul prays that these 
(relatively) new converts may receive “a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation” as each progressively come to understand God 
more and more. It is not just digested knowledge (“wisdom”) 
that they will receive, but also “revelation”, what God will 
show of himself and his ways, his manifest character, his 
greatness, “glory”, and the fruit of interaction of knowledge 
with experience. The objective (v. 18) is that, illuminated by 
innermost conviction (“with the eyes of your heart”), they may 
attain a maturer knowledge of God in three ways: 
in spiritual growth (“hope”) being those whom God has 
called; the “glorious inheritance” Gentile Christians now 
share with their Jewish brethren; and experience of the 
tremendous power of God as he works in their lives. 
Paul’s experience speaks here: God showed him mercy 
when he was a persecutor of Christians. Then v. 20: this 
power that they now experience is what the Father used in 
raising Christ and having him share in the divine glory. Christ 
has also conquered all alien spiritual powers (“far above all 
rule ...”, v. 21) and pagan gods (“every name that is named”). 
God has made “all things” (v. 22) subject to humanity; the 
Father has given Christ to the church as ruler over all things 
spiritual. The church is one in Christ and thus is able to share 
in Christ’s exaltation, Christ being the complete embodiment 
of God, who is in the process of filling (making good) all 
things. It is through the church that God pervades the world 
with his goodness. 


