
Jesus tells him that he will see a much greater miracle: like 
the one Jacob saw in his dream at Bethel (Genesis 28:10-
17), but with the Son of Man, Jesus, being the vehicle of 
communication. In today’s psalm, God knows our doings; 
here Jesus knows Nathanael. 
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~ Notices ~ 
Prayers - Prayers are said daily for the welfare of our 
community, our nation and the world. If you have any 
particular issue that you would like to be prayed for, do 
please email me on frkevinobrien@me.com or call me on 
065 672 4721.  
YouTube - our YouTube channel now has over 125 videos, 
comprising services, talks and sermons. Please do visit the 
channel by searching for St Columba’s Church Ennis and 
do subscribe if you can, we are aiming to reach 100 as soon 
as possible - we stand at 86 at present. Also visit our 
Facebook page: 

Drumcliffe Church of Ireland Ennis 
Services in the New Year - due to Covid 19 measures our 
churches must remain closed, however, our online services 
continue. 
Rector: Email: frkevinobrien@me.com    Tel: 065 672 4721 
New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 

1995 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved 

worldwide. http://nrsvbibles.org The Common Worship psalter is © The 
Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England, 2000. 

- Mission Charities - 
The two charities being supported this year are below. 
Women’s Aid gives support and sanctuary to women and 
children suffering from domestic abuse - which has sadly 
greatly increased during the Covid 19 pandemic. Jigsaw 
supports young people who are struggling with their 
wellbeing and mental health - also a prevalent problem 
during so many months of lockdown and isolation. 

Womens Aid  Jigsaw 
www.womensaid.ie        www.jigsaw.ie  

See the diocesan website for the Bishop’s address: 
http://www.limerick.anglican.org  

~ 
As we pray for a peaceful transition of government 
in the USA, we might offer this prayer from the USA 
Episcopal Church BCP for the unity of the country 

 
Almighty God, who hast given us this good land for our 
heritage: We humbly beseech thee that we may always 
prove ourselves a people mindful of thy favor and glad to 
do thy will. Bless our land with honorable industry, sound 
learning, and pure manners. Save us from violence, 
discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogance, and 
from every evil way. Defend our liberties, and fashion into 
one united people the multitudes brought hither out of 
many kindreds and tongues. Endue with the spirit of 
wisdom those to whom in thy Name we entrust the 
authority of government, that there may be justice and 
peace at home, and that, through obedience to thy law, 
we may show forth thy praise among the nations of the 
earth. In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with 
thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust 
in thee to fail; all which we ask through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen 

2nd Sunday after 
Epiphany (Year B) 

Collect 
Almighty God, in Christ you make all 
things new: Transform the poverty of 
our nature by the riches of your 

grace, and in the renewal of our lives make known your 
heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Suggested Hymns - For the online service you might like 
to view these hymns with lyrics on YouTube. 

1) I, the Lord of sea and sky 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yhTpjdrLf0s 
2) Psalm 139  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YNgBx9D5guU 
3) Ye choirs of new Jerusalem 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JO4L3y6pJXY 
4) Will you come and follow me 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1EOmW1_gJwY 

1 Samuel 3: 1-10, 11-20 
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. 
The word of the Lord was rare in those days; visions were 
not widespread. 
At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so 
that he could not see, was lying down in his room; the lamp 
of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in 
the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. Then the 
Lord called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’* and he said, ‘Here I am!’ and 
ran to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he 
said, ‘I did not call; lie down again.’ So he went and lay down. 
The Lord called again, ‘Samuel!’ Samuel got up and went to 
Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he said, ‘I 
did not call, my son; lie down again.’ Now Samuel did not yet 
know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been 
revealed to him. The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. 
And he got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you 
called me.’ Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the 
boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, ‘Go, lie down; and if he 
calls you, you shall say, “Speak, Lord, for your servant is 
listening.” ’ So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, 
‘Samuel! Samuel!’ And Samuel said, ‘Speak, for your servant 
is listening.’ Then the Lord said to Samuel, ‘See, I am about 
to do something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone 
who hears of it tingle. On that day I will fulfil against Eli all 
that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to 
end. For I have told him that I am about to punish his house 
for ever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were 
blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. Therefore I 
swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall 
not be expiated by sacrifice or offering for ever.’ 
Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of 
the house of the Lord. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to 
Eli. But Eli called Samuel and said, ‘Samuel, my son.’ He 
said, ‘Here I am.’ Eli said, ‘What was it that he told you? Do 
not hide it from me. May God do so to you and more also, if 
you hide anything from me of all that he told you.’ So Samuel 
told him everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, 
‘It is the Lord; let him do what seems good to him.’ 
As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of 
his words fall to the ground. And all Israel from Dan to Beer-
sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the 
Lord. 

Psalm 139 
  O Lord, you have searched me out and known me; ♦ 
   you know my sitting down and my rising up; 
      you discern my thoughts from afar. 
  You mark out my journeys and my resting place ♦ 



   and are acquainted with all my ways. 
  For there is not a word on my tongue, ♦ 
   but you, O Lord, know it altogether. 
  You encompass me behind and before ♦ 
   and lay your hand upon me. 
  Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, ♦ 
   so high that I cannot attain it. 
  For you yourself created my inmost parts; ♦ 
   you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
  I thank you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; ♦ 
   marvellous are your works, my soul knows well. 
  My frame was not hidden from you, ♦ 
   when I was made in secret 
      and woven in the depths of the earth. 
  Your eyes beheld my form, as yet unfinished; ♦ 
   already in your book were all my members written, 
  As day by day they were fashioned ♦ 
   when as yet there was none of them. 
  How deep are your counsels to me, O God! ♦ 
   How great is the sum of them! 
  If I count them, they are more in number than the sand, ♦ 
   and at the end, I am still in your presence. 

Revelation 5: 1-10 
Then I saw in the right hand of the one seated on the throne 
a scroll written on the inside and on the back, sealed with 
seven seals; and I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a 
loud voice, ‘Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its 
seals?’ And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth 
was able to open the scroll or to look into it. And I began to 
weep bitterly because no one was found worthy to open the 
scroll or to look into it. Then one of the elders said to me, ‘Do 
not weep. See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of 
David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its 
seven seals.’ 
Then I saw between the throne and the four living creatures 
and among the elders a Lamb standing as if it had been 
slaughtered, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are 
the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. He went 
and took the scroll from the right hand of the one who was 
seated on the throne. When he had taken the scroll, the four 
living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell before the 
Lamb, each holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, 
which are the prayers of the saints. They sing a new song: 
‘You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, for 
you were slaughtered and by your blood you ransomed for 
God saints from every tribe and language and people and 
nation;  you have made them to be a kingdom and priests 
serving our God, and they will reign on earth.’ 

John 1: 43-51 
The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip 
and said to him, ‘Follow me.’ Now Philip was from Bethsaida, 
the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and 
said to him, ‘We have found him about whom Moses in the 
law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from 
Nazareth.’ Nathanael said to him, ‘Can anything good come 
out of Nazareth?’ Philip said to him, ‘Come and see.’ When 
Jesus saw Nathanael coming towards him, he said of him, 
‘Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!’ 
Nathanael asked him, ‘Where did you come to know me?’ 
Jesus answered, ‘I saw you under the fig tree before Philip 
called you.’ Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of 
God! You are the King of Israel!’ Jesus answered, ‘Do you 
believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? 
You will see greater things than these.’ And he said to him, 
‘Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the 
angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of 
Man.’ 

 
 

Commentary 
1 Samuel 3:1-10,(11-20) 
Hannah, Samuel’s mother, barren for many years, has given 
her son to the service of the Lord in thanksgiving for his gift 
of a child. He serves Eli in the temple at Shiloh. (Jerusalem 
is not yet an Israelite city.) For many years (during the period 
of the judges), revelations from God (“word”, “visions”, v. 1) 
were rare. The “lamp of God” (v. 3) burned throughout the 
night (per Exodus 27:21), near the Ark, so it was not yet 
morning. Perhaps Samuel lay near the lamp to tend it. God 
calls Samuel, as he had Moses, Gideon and Samson. 
Samuel thinks it is Eli who is calling him (vv. 5, 6); he does 
not recognize God’s voice because he had not come into 
direct contact with him (v. 7a); it is Eli who realizes that God 
is calling the boy (v. 8c). Samuel then acknowledges God’s 
call. Vv. 11-14 and 2:27-36 probably explain why the priests 
in later times were descended from Zadok and not from Eli: 
his sons were a bad lot: see 2:12-26. Samuel was later 
recognized as a prophet, and God continued to appear to 
him at Shiloh. 

Psalm 139:1-6,13-18 
The part of this psalm used today is a hymn praising God for 
his knowledge of all (vv. 1-6) and of the psalmist (vv. 13-18). 
God has “searched” (v. 1) the psalmist and known him. 
(Knowing his sitting down and rising up is a Semitism for 
knowing him completely.) God knows everything he thinks 
and his “ways” (v. 3). God finds him wherever he goes, for 
God is everywhere; the psalmist couldn’t escape from God 
even if he tried (vv. 7-12). God knows him because he 
created him (v. 13). In v. 14, he praises God for the wonders 
of his works, particularly for the mystery of the creation of 
humankind. The “depths of the earth” (v. 15) is a figure for 
the womb, perhaps reflecting the second creation story 
(Genesis 2:7). Then v. 16: either God knew the length of the 
psalmist’s life before he was born, or he knew his character 
from the moment of conception. That God keeps a record of 
humankind is found in several psalms, and elsewhere. V. 17 
is an exclamation of wonder. To count all God’s thoughts, the 
psalmist would need to live for ever (v. 18). 

Revelation 
This is the last book of the Bible and is in a way a summary 
of the whole of the Bible. It is an apocalypse, a vision which 
foretells the future and presents an understanding of the 
past. It tells of the struggle between good and evil, and the 
ultimate victory of Christ. Writing in symbolic language, its 
author urges Christians to keep faith in a period of 
persecution. It is hard to understand because we do not 
know the meaning of the symbols (e.g. animals) it uses. 

John 1:43-51 
On the previous day, Andrew and Peter, both disciples of 
John the Baptist, have become Jesus’ disciples. The Baptist 
has said to them: “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” (v. 36) 
They have asked Jesus: “Where are you staying?” (v. 38, 
where do you dwell?); he has answered “Come and see” (v. 
39): a command that means, in this gospel, come and 
believe. It was Andrew who found Peter. Philip finds 
Nathanael (probably Bartholomew of the other gospels), and 
tells him that the three have found the one to whom the Old 
Testament points, i.e. Jesus, the Messiah (v. 45). 
Nathanael’s response (v. 46) is probably a local proverb: the 
people of Nazareth were despised. Philip says “Come and 
see”, as Jesus did to Andrew and Peter. An “Israelite” (v. 47) 
embraced the legal and prophetic books; Nathanael is a 
“truly an Israelite” because, unlike other Jews, he goes 
further: he accepts Christ. Jacob, the father of the nation, 
practised deceit before meeting God, but in Nathanael “there 
is no deceit”. In v. 49, Nathanael acknowledges Christ for 
who he is – in Jewish terms, because of the minor miracle of 
Jesus observing him under a fig tree on a previous occasion, 
before they met.  


