
So Abraham is a model for the Christian. Contrary to 
expectation, in hope (“Hoping against hope”, v. 18) he 
believed. He had every reason to doubt that he would 
become a father, but believe he did – because of the hope 
given by God's promise – in God's creative power. 
Abraham's faith grew stronger as he thanked God for his gift 
(“gave glory to God”, v. 20). He attained a right relationship 
with God (“was reckoned to him as righteousness”, v. 22). 
Our faith in God’s promises will also be considered worthy by 
God when Christ comes again (“our justification”, v. 25). 

Mark 8:31-38 
Jesus has asked his disciples: “‘... who do you say that I 
am?’” (v. 29); Peter has answered him: “‘You are the 
Messiah’”. Jesus now predicts his Passion for the first time. 
He teaches them something unexpected: that the Messiah 
(“the Son of Man”, v. 31) will suffer, be rejected, killed, and 
rise again was contrary to contemporary (and their) 
expectation. When Peter impetuously rejects Jesus’ 
teaching, he is told that he is under the influence of the devil: 
he is relying on human values, not divine ones (v. 33). Jesus 
then describes true discipleship: first, a disciple must 
renounce self-centeredness (“deny themselves”, v. 34) and 
follow him. Those who are prepared to give even their lives 
(“take up their cross”) for his sake and for the sake of 
spreading the good news (“gospel”, v. 35) will have (eternal) 
life. Those who seek worldly well-being and deny their true 
selves will be the losers (vv. 35-37). View things from a 
divine, rather than human, viewpoint! At the Last Day (“when 
he comes in ... glory”, v. 38), Christ will not stand up for those 
who shirk from being identified with him and the good news. 

~ Notices ~ 
Prayers - If you have any particular issue that you would like 
to be prayed for, do please email me on 
frkevinobrien@me.com or call me on 065 672 4721.  
YouTube - our YouTube channel now has over 130 videos, 
comprising services, talks and sermons. Please do visit the 
channel by searching for St Columba’s Church Ennis and 
do subscribe if you can, now stand at 101 subscribers so 
please help us to increase our outreach even further. Also 
visit our Facebook page: 

Services in early 2021 - due to Covid 19 measures our 
churches must remain closed, however, our online 
services and weekday meditations continue on our 
website and YouTube channel. 
Rector: Email: frkevinobrien@me.com  Tel: 065 672 4721 

New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, 
copyright © 1989, 1995 National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.  

All rights reserved worldwide. http://nrsvbibles.org 
The Common Worship psalter is © The Archbishops’ Council 

of the Church of England, 2000. 

2021 Mission Charities - Women’s Aid gives support and 
sanctuary to women and children suffering from domestic 
abuse - which has sadly greatly increased during the 
Covid 19 pandemic. Jigsaw supports young people who 
are struggling with their wellbeing and mental health. 

Womens Aid  Jigsaw 
          www.womensaid.ie                www.jigsaw.ie  

See the diocesan website for the Bishop’s address: 
http://www.limerick.anglican.org 

Online Lent course - Led by the chapter of Limerick 
Cathedral. To join any or all of the talks, please email 
Dean Niall Sloane (nialljsloane@hotmail.com) for a 
Zoom link. 

Second Sunday of 
Lent 

(Year B) 
Collect  

Almighty God, by the prayer and 
discipline of Lent may we enter into the mystery of Christ’s 
sufferings, and by following in his Way come to share in 
his glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Suggested Hymns - For the online service you might like 
to view these hymns with lyrics on YouTube. 

1) The God of Abraham praise. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pKAIWQpbSH8 
2)  Ye Servants of God. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wZ9j3e8_yQc 
3)  Take up thy cross the saviour said 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XjKfE0Gb6nA 
4) Great is thy Faithfulness 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dTKIqmdfHSk 

      Genesis 17:1-7,15-16 
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord 
appeared to Abram, and said to him, ‘I am God Almighty; 
walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my 
covenant between me and you, and will make you 
exceedingly numerous.’ Then Abram fell on his face; and 
God said to him, ‘As for me, this is my covenant with you: 
You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. No 
longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be 
Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude 
of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will 
make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. I will 
establish my covenant between me and you, and your 
offspring after you throughout their generations, for an 
everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your 
offspring after you. 
God said to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, you shall 
not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I will bless 
her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless 
her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples 
shall come from her.’ 

Psalm 22.23-31 
  Praise the Lord, you that fear him; ♦ 
   O seed of Jacob, glorify him; 
      stand in awe of him, O seed of Israel. 
  For he has not despised nor abhorred  
  the suffering of the poor; 
      neither has he hidden his face from them; ♦ 
   but when they cried to him he heard them. 
  From you comes my praise in the great congregation; ♦ 
   I will perform my vows 
      in the presence of those that fear you. 
  The poor shall eat and be satisfied; ♦ 
   those who seek the Lord shall praise him; 
      their hearts shall live for ever. 
  All the ends of the earth 
      shall remember and turn to the Lord, ♦ 
   and all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 
  For the kingdom is the Lord’s ♦ 
   and he rules over the nations. 
  How can those who sleep in the earth 
      bow down in worship, ♦ 
   or those who go down to the dust kneel before him? 
  He has saved my life for himself; 
      my descendants shall serve him; ♦ 



   this shall be told of the Lord for generations to come. 
  They shall come and make known his salvation, 
      to a people yet unborn, ♦ 
   declaring that he, the Lord, has done it. 

Romans 4: 13-25 
For the promise that he would inherit the world did not 
come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law 
but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents 
of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the 
promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there 
is no law, neither is there violation. 
For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the 
promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his 
descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also 
to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the 
father of all of us, as it is written, ‘I have made you the 
father of many nations’)—in the presence of the God in 
whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls 
into existence the things that do not exist. Hoping against 
hope, he believed that he would become ‘the father of 
many nations’, according to what was said, ‘So numerous 
shall your descendants be.’ He did not weaken in faith 
when he considered his own body, which was already as 
good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or 
when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No 
distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, 
but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 
being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had 
promised. Therefore his faith ‘was reckoned to him as 
righteousness.’ Now the words, ‘it was reckoned to him’, 
were written not for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will 
be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus 
our Lord from the dead, who was handed over to death 
for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.  

Mark 8: 31-38 
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must 
undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the 
chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three 
days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter 
took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and 
looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get 
behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on 
divine things but on human things.’ 
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, 
‘If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For 
those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who 
lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, 
will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole 
world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in 
return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of 
my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them 
the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in 
the glory of his Father with the holy angels.’  

Commentary 
Genesis 17:1-7,15-16 
Sarai is childless and advanced in years; she has not 
provided Abram with an heir. A covenant is between two 
parties, each of whom have benefits and obligations; it is 
made by both, and can be terminated by either. God’s 
covenant with Abram is different: God makes (vv. 2,6) and 
establishes it (v. 7); most of the obligations are God’s and 
benefit Abram (making him “the ancestor of a multitude of 
nations”, v. 4, with “numerous”, v. 2, descendants; giving him 
Canaan, v. 8);how God benefits is not clear; Abram has one 
obligation: to “walk before me [God], and be blameless” (v. 

1); ( 5) God will never break the pact (v. 7); it applies to 
Abraham and his descendants (but not to all humans). 
Abram’s change of name in v. 5 is significant: the gift of a 
new name signifies a new relationship, a new status, a new 
stage in life. It was believed that such a change altered one’s 
personality and fate. In v. 8, God promises the land of 
Canaan, where Abraham is now an “alien”, to Israel for ever; 
he will be God of Israel. As a sign of this agreement, all males 
will be circumcised, soon after birth. (Egyptian and 
Canaanite practice was to circumcise at puberty.) Being 
circumcised as infants, Abraham’s descendants will bear this 
mark of identity, showing them to be members of the 
covenant community, throughout their lives. Sarai shares in 
God’s blessing, as shown by her change in name (v. 15). She 
will be blessed with fertility; she too will “give rise to nations” 
(v. 16) and kings. In v. 17, Abraham laughs in incredulity at 
the idea of Sarah bearing a son (who will be named Isaac, 
meaning May God laugh in delight). 

Psalm 22:23-31 
This psalm, as a whole, is a prayer for deliverance from 
illness. The psalmist, gravely ill, feels that God has forsaken 
him. In the past, God has helped his people (vv. 4-5): may 
God help him now. His detractors laugh at him for trusting in 
God (vv. 6-8); his suffering is worse because they think that 
his illness is proof of God’s displeasure. But, he says, God 
helped me when I was an infant, so I trust in him (v. 9). I will 
offer thanksgiving in assembly of the community in the 
Temple: v. 22 is that vow. God does hear, even the “poor” (v. 
26, or afflicted); he provides perpetual life for the “poor” those 
who live in awe of him. May all people everywhere turn to 
God and worship him (v. 27). God is Lord of all (v. 28). All 
mortals, all who die (“go down to the dust”, v. 29) worship 
him. I, the psalmist says, will live following his ways, and so 
will my offspring: they will be God’s for ever, and will tell 
future generations about God’s saving deeds. 

Romans 4:13-25 
In Chapters 2 and 3, Paul has argued that through the 
gospel, it is faith that brings humans into harmony with God. 
Now he considers Abraham as an example. At the time, 
rabbis argued that God’s blessings came to Abraham 
because he kept Mosaic Law (which, they said, he knew in 
advance – before Moses received the tablets on Mount 
Sinai.) In v. 13, Paul argues against this rabbinic lore: 
Abraham was blessed because he believed, had faith, that 
he would be father of a nation and a source of blessing for 
“all ... families” (Genesis 12:3). If only those who keep Mosaic 
Law are God's people, faith is meaningless (“null”, v. 14) and 
God's “promise” of universal godliness is nonsense – 
because the Law is a contract; in a contract, each party has 
responsibilities, each knows what he will receive (e.g. 
“wages”, v. 4), but a promise is a gift, and is therefore an 
object of faith: faith that what is promised will be received. 
Paul now notes: because we all deviate from God’s ways at 
times, sinning does happen. For those under the Law, a 
penalty (God’s “wrath”, v. 15) ensues, but for us, not living 
under the Law (“no law”), there is no contract to violate. Paul 
now returns to his main argument: so rather than the human 
relationship being legally based, “it depends on faith” (v. 16), 
on God’s freely given gift of love (“grace”). Were it legally 
based, continually breaking the pact would make a nonsense 
of it, but being faith-based, the relationship is “guaranteed” 
to all peoples in every age – not just to Jews but also to 
others. Per Genesis 17:5, Abraham is spiritual father of us all 
(v. 17). Sarah’s bearing of Isaac when beyond child-bearing 
age (“gives life to the dead”) was due to his faith; it had been 
promised to him by God. Isaac was called into existence.  


