
His message begins with “the time is fulfilled”: the time 
appointed by God, the decisive time for God’s action, has 
arrived. “The kingdom of God has come near”: the final era 
of history is imminent. Jesus calls people to start a new life 
in God’s way, to “repent, and believe in the good news.” 
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~ Notices ~ 
Prayers - Prayers are said daily for the welfare of our 
community, our nation and the world. If you have any 
particular issue that you would like to be prayed for, do 
please email me on frkevinobrien@me.com or call me on 
065 672 4721.  
YouTube - our YouTube channel now has over 130 videos, 
comprising services, talks and sermons. Please do visit the 
channel by searching for St Columba’s Church Ennis and 
do subscribe if you can, now stand at 101 subscribers so 
please help us to increase our outreach even further. Also 
visit our Facebook page: 

Drumcliffe Church of Ireland Ennis 
Services in early 2021 - due to Covid 19 measures our 
churches must remain closed, however, our online 
services and weekday meditations continue on our 
website and YouTube channel.. 
Rector: Email: frkevinobrien@me.com    Tel: 065 672 
4721 

New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, 
copyright © 1989, 1995 National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved 

worldwide. http://nrsvbibles.org The Common 
Worship psalter is © The Archbishops’ Council of the 

Church of England, 2000. 

- Mission Charities - 
The two charities being supported this year are below. 
Women’s Aid gives support and sanctuary to women and 
children suffering from domestic abuse - which has sadly 
greatly increased during the Covid 19 pandemic. Jigsaw 
supports young people who are struggling with their 
wellbeing and mental health - also a prevalent problem 
during so many months of lockdown and isolation. 

Womens Aid  Jigsaw 
          www.womensaid.ie                www.jigsaw.ie  

See the diocesan website for the Bishop’s address: 
http://www.limerick.anglican.org  

Online Lent course 
Led by the chapter of Limerick Cathedral. 

 
It starts next Tuesday and follows the Anglican ‘Five 
Marks of Mission’ : 

1. To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom 
2. To teach, baptise and nurture new believers 
3. To respond to human need by loving service 
4. To transform unjust structures of society, to 

challenge violence of every kind and pursue 
peace and reconciliation 

5. To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, 
and sustain and renew the life of the earth 

The first session is led by Canon Jane Galbraith and 
starts at 8.00pm on Tuesday 23rd February. 
To join any or all of the talks, please email Dean Niall 
Sloane (nialljsloane@hotmail.com) for a Zoom link. 

First Sunday of Lent 
(Year B) 

Collect  
Heavenly Father, your Son battled in the wilderness of 
temptation, and grew closer to you in the desert: help us 
to use these days to grow in wisdom and prayer that we 
may witness to your saving love in Jesus Christ our 
Lord.Amen 

Suggested Hymns - For the online service you might like 
to view these hymns with lyrics on YouTube. 

1) O love that will not let me go. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nt69WDtYNLo 
2)  Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SE1sISZFkjA 
3)  Christ is alive! Let Christians sing 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fD8pxDgTZZU 
4) Forty days and forty nights 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m5Nq4YXlcX8 

Genesis (9. 8-11) 
Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, ‘As for 
me, I am establishing my covenant with you and your 
descendants after you, and with every living creature that 
is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every 
animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the 
ark. I establish my covenant with you, that never again 
shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never 
again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.’ God said, 
‘This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me 
and you and every living creature that is with you, for all 
future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and 
it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the 
earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is 
seen in the clouds, I will remember my covenant that is 
between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; 
and the waters shall never again become a flood to 
destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see 
it and remember the everlasting covenant between God 
and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.’ 
God said to Noah, ‘This is the sign of the covenant that I 
have established between me and all flesh that is on the 
earth.’ 

Psalm 25.1-9 
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.  
O my God, in you I trust; 
   do not let me be put to shame; 
   do not let my enemies exult over me.  
Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; 
   let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.  
Make me to know your ways, O Lord; 
   teach me your paths.  
Lead me in your truth, and teach me, 
   for you are the God of my salvation; 
   for you I wait all day long.  
Be mindful of your mercy,  
 Lord, and of your steadfast love, 
   for they have been from of old. 



Do not remember the sins of my youth  
or my transgressions; 
   according to your steadfast love remember me, 
   for your goodness’ sake, O Lord!  
Good and upright is the Lord; 
   therefore he instructs sinners in the way.  
He leads the humble in what is right, 
   and teaches the humble his way.  

1  Peter (3. 18-22) 
For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous 
for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was 
put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in 
which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits 
in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God 
waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building 
of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight people, were saved 
through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now 
saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as 
an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven 
and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, 
and powers made subject to him. 

Mark 1. 9-15 
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and 
was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was 
coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart 
and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice 
came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with 
you I am well pleased.’ 
 And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the 
wilderness. He was in the wilderness for forty days, 
tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and 
the angels waited on him. 
 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, 
proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, ‘The time 
is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, 
and believe in the good news.’ 

      Commentary 
Genesis 9:8-17 
In the first creation story ( 1:27-28), “God created humankind 
in his image ... and ... said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, 
... and have dominion over the fish ... birds ... and ... every 
living thing ...’”, but all are to be vegetarian. Deviation from 
God’s ways increased over time until “the earth was filled 
with violence ... all flesh had corrupted its ways upon the 
earth.” ( 6:11-12). So God decided to eliminate humans by 
means of the Flood, but (in his mercy), he saved a remnant. 
The waters have receded; Noah, his family and the 
remaining animals have set foot on dry land. In 9:1-3, God 
renews the promise of Genesis 1; he again commands, “Be 
fruitful and multiply”. He now permits humans to eat meat: 
they now have complete dominion over all creatures, but 
they must have a greater respect for human life: because 
humanity is made in the image of God, wilful bloodshed must 
be accounted for to God (vv. 4-6). 
God makes a “covenant” (v. 9) with Noah, his sons and 
“every living creature” (v. 10). Because it is from his sons that 
“the whole earth” (v. 19) shall be “peopled”, the agreement is 
between God and all humanity. He will never again destroy 
humankind (vv. 11, 15, 16). Being with all creatures and with 
“the earth” (v. 13) itself, this contract speaks of ecology, and 
it is an “everlasting covenant” (v. 16). Ancient people 
imagined a rainbow as a divine warrior’s weapon, his “bow” 
(v. 13); his arrows were lightning. God gives the “bow” as a 
visible “sign of the covenant”. That God’s “bow” is “in the 
clouds” (and not on earth) shows that God is no longer angry 
with humans. (The repetitions in vv. 13-17 may show that 
various versions of the story were merged.) When rains 
come, they will end – with a rainbow; there will be hope. The 
story of the Flood teaches that God judges the world 

according to human behaviour, punishes evil, and rescues 
the worthy. 

Psalm 25:1-10 
The psalmist prays that God will show him his way (vv. 4, 8, 
9), his “paths” (vv. 4, 10). He trusts in God (v. 2), and hopes 
that therefore God will deliver him from personal enemies. 
May none who trust in God be shamed or be subject to 
treachery. Those who follow God’s ways will be saved (v. 6). 
The psalmist trusts that God will forgive his sins through his 
“mercy ... and ... love”; may God remember his present 
fidelity rather than his youthful deviances (v. 7). God 
“instructs sinners” (v. 8), “leads the humble ... and teaches 
the humble” (v. 9, i.e. those who hold him in proper respect) 
in how to be godly. 

1 Peter 3:18-22 
In vv. 15-16, the author has written: “Always be ready to 
make your defence to anyone who demands from you an 
accounting for the hope that is in you ... Keep your 
conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who 
abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to 
shame.” We are called to do more than defend ourselves: we 
are to respond to any request for explanation of our “hope”, 
engage the outsider in conversation, with the goal of 
converting him or her. This may entail suffering, for which 
Christ is the example. 
Christ suffered for the sins of us all (v. 18); he is “the 
righteous”. (In Acts 7:52 he is called the “Righteous One”.) 
He brings us to God. He really died (“in the flesh” ), but he 
overcame death; he rose to new life. Now vv. 19-20: in 
Genesis 6:1-4, angelic beings had intercourse with women, 
thus breaking the boundary between heaven and earth. In 
late Judaism, people believed that the action of these beings 
provoked the Flood. In 1 Enoch, a popular book when 1 Peter 
was written, Enoch, on God’s behalf, goes to tell these 
beings that they are confined to prison. In v. 19, the story of 
Enoch is applied to the risen Christ: the “spirits in prison” are 
these bad angels. During the building of the ark, “God waited 
patiently” (v. 20) for humankind to turn to him, but none did. 
The “eight” are Noah, his wife, their three sons, and their 
wives. Then v. 21: baptism also involves water, but 
differently. Its role is not ritual cleansing (“removal of dirt”); 
baptism saves us, putting us in a condition to be found worthy 
by God at the Last Day (“appeal”), sharing as we do in 
Christ’s death and resurrection. Christ has gone to heaven, 
and is in God’s place of honour (on his “right hand”, v. 22), 
and has angelic beings (“angels, authorities, and powers”) 
subject to him. God saved people in the past; now he saves 
us through baptism. 

Mark 1:9-15 
John the Baptist has come, “proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins” (v. 4). Many have 
taken the opportunity to start new lives in God. Jesus, too, is 
baptised by John – Mark does not tell us why. The opening 
of the heavens symbolizes the start of a new mode of 
communication between God and humankind. Perhaps “like 
a dove” (v. 10) is an allusion to the spirit hovering in Genesis 
1:2. To Mark, the “voice ... from heaven” (v. 11) confirms the 
already existing relationship between God and Jesus. 
Matthew and Luke describe Jesus’ temptation in some detail, 
but Mark mentions it only briefly: all three say that Jesus 
overcame tempting, enticement, by the devil. “Satan” (v. 13) 
is the supreme demon whose kingdom is now ending. “Forty” 
recalls Israel’s 40 years in the “wilderness”; it echoes the 40 
days of testing Moses endured when the covenant was 
renewed after the gold calf incident (Exodus 34:28). Elijah 
too spent “forty days” on Mount Sinai (1 Kings 19:8). In the 
“wilderness” (probably the Judean desert, the home of 
demons), “wild beasts” may attack him, but “angels” protect 
him. The word Mark uses here for arrest (v. 14) also occurs 
in the story of Jesus’ passion and death: John’s fate 
foreshadows Jesus’ fate. Jesus returns to Galilee.  


