
and might of God. The ultimate goal is the “glory of God the 
Father”, the reclamation of God’s sovereignty, his power 
over, and presence in, the universe. 

Mark 11:1-11 
Previous chapters tell us that Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem 
has started in Galilee. After reaching Jericho, he and his 
disciples turn west, passing south of the “Mount of Olives”. 
Both “Bethphage” and “Bethany” were on the slope of the 
mountain, across the Kidron Valley from Jerusalem, so which 
“village” (v. 2) is intended is unknown. 
A vision in Zechariah 9:9 prophesies that a king will come to 
deliver Israel “humble and riding on a donkey”, Jesus 
borrows “a colt” (a young equine animal, probably a donkey) 
for his entry into Jerusalem. While Christians later took “The 
Lord” (v. 3) to be Christ, it is more likely that the boss is 
meant. In v. 6, we read that the two disciples follow Jesus’ 
directions, and are successful. The “leafy branches” in v. 8 
are not said to be palm fronds. Fronds were traditional for 
other festivals, but not for Passover. “Hosanna! Blessed is 
the one who comes in the name of the Lord!” (V. 9) is from 
Psalm 118:26. “Hosanna” literally means save we pray but 
here it is a greeting of homage. The crowd seeks, and 
expects, “the coming kingdom” (v. 10) to be an earthly one, 
free from Roman control. The “highest heaven” is where God 
dwells. To visit the Temple (v. 11) upon arrival in the city is 
normal, but Jesus does it alone. He has no comment on what 
the crowd has shouted. His kingdom will be established 
through rejection, death, and resurrection. 

~ Notices ~ 
Services in early 2021 - due to Covid 19 measures our 
churches must remain closed until after Easter, however, 
our online services and weekday meditations continue on 
our website and YouTube channel. 

Easter Vestry Due to the extraordinary cirmusyances of 
the current pandemic Easter Vestries are permitted to be 
held according to the normal timing of 27 days before and 
20 days after Easter, but may also take place for this year 
up to and no later than Weds 30th June 2021. The Slect 
Vestry will announce the date of our Easter Vestry after 
govt announcements on or around April 5th. 
Prayers - If you have any particular issue that you would like 
to be prayed for, do please email me on 
frkevinobrien@me.com or call me on 065 672 4721.  
YouTube - our YouTube channel now has over 130 videos, 
comprising services, talks and sermons. Please do visit the 
channel by searching for St Columba’s Church Ennis and 
do subscribe if you can, now stand at 105 subscribers so 
please help us to increase our outreach even further.  

Facebook page: www.facebook.com/clare.anglicans 

Rector: Email: frkevinobrien@me.com  Tel: 065 672 4721 

2021 Mission Charities - Women’s Aid gives support and 
sanctuary to women and children suffering from domestic 
abuse - which has sadly greatly increased during the 
Covid 19 pandemic. Jigsaw supports young people who 
are struggling with their wellbeing and mental health. 

 
Womens Aid  Jigsaw 

          www.womensaid.ie                www.jigsaw.ie  

See the diocesan website for the Bishop’s address: 
http://www.limerick.anglican.org 

New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, 
copyright © 1989, 1995 National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved worldwide. http://nrsvbibles.org  

Palm Sunday 
(Year B) 2021 

Readings and Hymns 
Collect True and humble 
king, hailed by the crowd as 
Messiah: grant us the faith to 
know you and love you, that 
we may be found beside you 

on the way of the cross, which is the path of glory. Amen 
Suggested Hymns 

In conjunction with the online service you might like to 
view these hymns on YouTube - with internet links and 
lyrics so that you can sing along: 

1) All Glory Laud and Honour 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h3a8fTTrAdE&list=R
Dh3a8fTTrAdE&start_radio=1 
2) All people that on earth do dwell 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JmGwHdNtpEw 
3) It is a thing most wonderful 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=78DAvd2TXXs 
4) Lord Jesus Christ you have come to us 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QA_g98O42Q4 

Isaiah 50:4-9a 
The Lord God has given me 
   the tongue of a teacher, 
that I may know how to sustain 
   the weary with a word. 
Morning by morning he wakens — 
   wakens my ear 
   to listen as those who are taught.  
 The Lord God has opened my ear, 
   and I was not rebellious, 
   I did not turn backwards.  
 I gave my back to those who struck me, 
   and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
I did not hide my face 
   from insult and spitting.  
The Lord God helps me; 
   therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like flint, 
   and I know that I shall not be put to shame;  
   he who vindicates me is near. 
Who will contend with me? 
   Let us stand up together. 
Who are my adversaries? 
   Let them confront me.  
 It is the Lord God who helps me; 
   who will declare me guilty? 
All of them will wear out like a garment; 
   the moth will eat them up. 

Psalm 31.9-16 
Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am in distress; 
   my eye wastes away from grief, 
   my soul and body also.  
For my life is spent with sorrow, 
   and my years with sighing; 
my strength fails because of my misery, 
   and my bones waste away.  
I am the scorn of all my adversaries, 
   a horror to my neighbours, 
an object of dread to my acquaintances; 
   those who see me in the street flee from me. 
 



I have passed out of mind like one who is dead; 
   I have become like a broken vessel.  
For I hear the whispering of many— 
   terror all around!— 
as they scheme together against me, 
   as they plot to take my life.  
But I trust in you, O Lord; 
   I say, ‘You are my God.’  
My times are in your hand; 
   deliver me from the hand of my enemies and 
persecutors.  
Let your face shine upon your servant; 
   save me in your steadfast love. 

Philippians 2: 5-11 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard 
equality with God as something to be exploited, but 
emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in 
human likeness. And being found in human form, he 
humbled himself and became obedient to the point of 
death – even death on a cross. Therefore, God also highly 
exalted him and gave him the name that is above every 
name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father.  

Mark 11.1-11 
When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage 
and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of 
his disciples and said to them,  
‘Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you 
enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been 
ridden; untie it and bring it.  If anyone says to you, “Why 
are you doing this?” just say this, “The Lord needs it and 
will send it back here immediately”.’   
They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside 
in the street. As they were untying it, some of the 
bystanders said to them, ‘What are you doing, untying the 
colt?’ They told them what Jesus had said; and they 
allowed them to take it. Then they brought the colt to 
Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it.  
Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others 
spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. Then 
those who went ahead and those who followed were 
shouting, 
‘Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of 
the Lord! Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor 
David! Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ 
Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and 
when he had looked around at everything, as it was 
already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 

Commentary 
Isaiah 50:4-9a 
The part of Isaiah written in exile (Chapters 40–55) contains 
four servant songs, sections that interrupt the flow of the 
book but have a unity within themselves. The first ( 42:1-7) 
begins “Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen ...”; 
in the second ( 49:1-7) the servant, abused and humiliated, 
is commissioned anew; in the third (our passage) he is 
disciplined and strengthened by suffering; and in the fourth ( 
52:17-53:12) even the Gentiles are in awesome 
contemplation before the suffering and rejected servant. In 
late Judaism, he was seen as the perfect Israelite, one of 
supreme holiness, a messiah. In the gospels, Jesus 
identifies himself as the servant (or slave), the one who frees 
all people. 
 

In vv. 4-6, God has “opened my ear”, commissioned the 
servant as one who is taught, i.e. like a disciple. God has 
made him a “teacher” (a prophet) of the “word” of God, to 
bring God’s comfort to “the weary”, his fellow Israelites – who 
reject God. He has accepted this command: he is not 
“rebellious”. They have tortured him (v. 6), as they did 
prophets before him, but he has accepted their “insult and 
spitting”. In vv. 7-9a, in courtroom language, the servant says 
that, because God helps him, he is not disgraced; he 
confidently accepts the suffering (“set my face like flint”), and 
will not be put to shame. God will prove him right 
(“vindicates”, v. 8). He is willing to face his “adversaries”, his 
accusers – for the godly to “stand up together” with him 
against the ungodly. He is confident that, with God’s help, 
none will declare him guilty. 

Psalm 31:9-16 
The psalmist seeks deliverance from personal enemies. He 
is “in distress”: his troubles have led to ill health; his strength 
fails him (v. 10); perhaps he is terminally ill. He is “scorned 
by all ... [his] enemies” (v. 11a, Revised English Bible) and 
even by his neighbours; his friends avoid him. People forget 
about him, as though he is already dead (v. 12); he feels as 
useless as “something thrown away” (New English Bible). 
People are conducting a whispering campaign against him 
and they scheme to take his life (v. 13); but he accepts God 
personally; he has confidence in God (v. 14). His destiny 
(“times”, v. 15) is safe in God’s hands; he trusts that God will 
deliver him from his adversaries and persecutors. Seeing 
himself as a “servant” (v. 16), he cries let me experience you, 
O God! May God, in his compassion, save him from all that 
besets him. In vv. 21-24 (perhaps written later), he gives 
thanks to God for hearing his call for help. God’s unfailing 
love for him in his distress was wonderful. May his 
experience be an example for others. 

Philippians 2:5-11 
In vv. 1-4, Paul has urged the Christians at Philippi, through 
“encouragement in Christ”, and moved by God’s love for 
them, to “be of the same mind[set], having the same love, 
being in full accord ...”. They are to “regard others as better 
than ... [themselves]”, freely adopting a lowly, unassertive 
stance before others, replacing self-interest with concern for 
others. Vv. 5-11 are an early Christian hymn to which Paul 
has added v. 8b. He exhorts his readers to be of the same 
mindset as Jesus – one that is appropriate for them, given 
their existence “in Christ” (v. 5). Christ was “in the form of 
God” (v. 6): he was already like God; he had a God-like way 
of being, e.g. he was not subject to death. He shared in God’s 
very nature. Even so, he did not “regard” being like God “as 
something to be exploited”, i.e. to be grasped and held on to 
for his own purposes. Rather, he “emptied himself” (v. 7), 
made himself powerless and ineffective – as a slave is 
powerless, without rights. He took on the likeness of a human 
being, with all which that entails (except sin), including 
“death” (v. 8). As a man, he lowered (“humbled”) himself, and 
throughout his life in the world, was fully human and totally 
obedient to God, even to dying. (Paul now adds: even to the 
most debasing way of dying, crucifixion – reserved for slaves 
and the worst criminals.) God actively responded to this total 
denial of self, his complete living and dying for others, by 
placing him above all other godly people (“highly exalted 
him”, v. 9), and bestowing on him the name, title and 
authority of “Lord” (v. 11) over the whole universe (“heaven”, 
v. 10, “earth”, “under the earth”). God has given him authority 
which, in the Old Testament, he reserved for himself. (Isaiah 
45:22-25, in the Revised English Bible, says: “From every 
corner of the earth turn to me and be saved; for I am God ... 
to me every knee shall bow ... to me every tongue shall 
swear, saying ‘In the Lord alone are victory and might ... all 
Israel’s descendants will be victorious and will glory in the 
Lord’”); everyone shall worship him; confessing that “Jesus 
Christ is Lord” (v. 11) is equivalent to proclaiming the victory  


