
Serving Jesus involves following his example; this will be 
honoured by the Father (v. 26). In v. 27, Jesus struggles with 
his impending death: should he ask the Father to free him 
from the need to suffer and die? No, he says: such avoidance 
would negate his mission; his death is God’s will (v. 28a). 
The voice from heaven reassures: his lifework and teaching 
have been signs of God’s glory, of his power and presence; 
God will act again in raising him. The crowd miss the point of 
the message (v. 29), so Jesus tells them that God has 
spoken so that they may believe that he comes from God; he 
already knows this (“not for mine”, v. 30). This is when 
(“now”, v. 31) those who willfully turn away from him (“this 
world”) are condemned (it is they who are judged, not him), 
and when the devil (“the ruler of this world”) ceases to have 
power over people. When he is “lifted up from the earth” (v. 
32), i.e. crucified and exalted in glory, salvation of all will be 
possible. This is the paradoxical “kind of death” (v. 33) he will 
endure.              © 1996-2021 Chris Haslam 

 
~ Notices ~ 

Prayers - If you have any particular issue that you would like 
to be prayed for, do please email me on 
frkevinobrien@me.com or call me on 065 672 4721.  
YouTube - our YouTube channel now has over 130 videos, 
comprising services, talks and sermons. Please do visit the 
channel by searching for St Columba’s Church Ennis and 
do subscribe if you can, now stand at 105 subscribers so 
please help us to increase our outreach even further.  
 
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/clare.anglicans 

Rector: Email: frkevinobrien@me.com  Tel: 065 672 4721 
New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, 

copyright © 1989, 1995 National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.  

All rights reserved worldwide. http://nrsvbibles.org 
The Common Worship psalter is © The Archbishops’ Council 

of the Church of England, 2000. 

2021 Mission Charities - Women’s Aid gives support and 
sanctuary to women and children suffering from domestic 
abuse - which has sadly greatly increased during the 
Covid 19 pandemic. Jigsaw supports young people who 
are struggling with their wellbeing and mental health. 

 
Womens Aid  Jigsaw 

          www.womensaid.ie                www.jigsaw.ie  

See the diocesan website for the Bishop’s address: 
http://www.limerick.anglican.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Passion Sunday 
Lent 4 (Year B) 

Readings and Hymns 
Collect 

O God, our Redeemer, in our 
weakness we have failed to be your 

messengers of forgiveness and hope: renew us by your 
Holy Spirit, that we may follow your commands and 
proclaim your reign of love; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen 

Suggested Hymns 
You might like to view these hymns on YouTube - with 
internet links and lyrics so that you can sing along: 

1) Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EkrepBvrLI4 
2) Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OpkEeXWtWg0 
3) Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendour 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OV9wUIZJFAA 
4) Now the green blade rises from the buried grain 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UVduV0ustWw 

Jeremiah 31: 31-34 
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made 
with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring 
them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, 
though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after 
those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, 
and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, 
and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach 
one another, or say to each other, ‘Know the Lord’, for 
they shall all know me, from the least of them to the 
greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and 
remember their sin no more.  

Psalm 51 
  Have mercy on me, O God, in your great goodness; ♦ 
   according to the abundance of your compassion 
      blot out my offences. 
  Wash me thoroughly from my wickedness ♦ 
   and cleanse me from my sin. 
  For I acknowledge my faults ♦ 
   and my sin is ever before me. 
  Against you only have I sinned ♦ 
   and done what is evil in your sight, 
  So that you are justified in your sentence ♦ 
   and righteous in your judgement. 
  I have been wicked even from my birth, ♦ 
   a sinner when my mother conceived me. 
  Behold, you desire truth deep within me ♦ 
   and shall make me understand wisdom 
      in the depths of my heart. 
  Purge me with hyssop and I shall be clean; ♦ 
   wash me and I shall be whiter than snow. 
  Make me hear of joy and gladness, ♦ 
   that the bones you have broken may rejoice. 
  Turn your face from my sins ♦ 
   and blot out all my misdeeds. 
  Make me a clean heart, O God, ♦ 
   and renew a right spirit within me. 
 



  Cast me not away from your presence ♦ 
   and take not your holy spirit from me. 
  Give me again the joy of your salvation ♦ 
   and sustain me with your gracious spirit; 

Hebrews 5: 5-10 
So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high 
priest, but was appointed by the one who said to him, 
‘You are my Son, today I have begotten you’;  
as he says also in another place, 
‘You are a priest for ever, 
   according to the order of Melchizedek.’ 
In the days of his flesh, Jesus* offered up prayers and 
supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who 
was able to save him from death, and he was heard 
because of his reverent submission. Although he was a 
Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; and 
having been made perfect, he became the source of 
eternal salvation for all who obey him, having been 
designated by God a high priest according to the order of 
Melchizedek. 

John 12: 20-33 
Now among those who went up to worship at the festival 
were some Greeks. They came to Philip, who was from 
Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, ‘Sir, we wish to see 
Jesus.’ Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and 
Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, ‘The 
hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very 
truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth 
and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it 
bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and 
those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal 
life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, 
there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the 
Father will honour. 

‘Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say - “Father, 
save me from this hour”? No, it is for this reason that I 
have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.’ Then 
a voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will 
glorify it again.’ The crowd standing there heard it and said 
that it was thunder. Others said, ‘An angel has spoken to 
him.’ Jesus answered, ‘This voice has come for your 
sake, not for mine. Now is the judgement of this world; 
now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, when 
I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.’ 
He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 

Commentary 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 
This prophecy was written after the fall of Jerusalem in 587 
BC. V. 30 says “all shall die for their own sins”: collective sin, 
in which descendants were punished for wrongdoing, will be 
replaced by generational or personal sin: punishment will no 
longer extend beyond a lifetime. God promises to “make a 
new covenant” (v. 31), with the whole people, both Israel and 
Judah. It will be unlike the covenant made at Sinai, which the 
people “broke” (v. 32), even though God was their “husband” 
or master. The law, once written on stone tablets, will be 
written “on their hearts” (v. 33) – the people will be faithful, 
and following the Law will be a matter of individual 
conscience and will power. Intermediaries (“teach”, v. 34) will 
no longer be needed because all will “know the Lord”, for 
each will recognize him in all actions, in every situation: each 
will approach God in a godly way. God will forgive them for 
turning against him (“iniquity”) and forget all their deviations 
from his way. In vv. 36-40, we read that this agreement will 
last for ever, and that “the days are surely coming” when 
God’s people will be so numerous that Jerusalem will need 
to be enlarged. 

Psalm 51:1-12 
This psalm speaks of rebuilding Jerusalem (v. 18), so we 
know that it was written during, or shortly after, the Exile. The 
emphasis is on an individual’s sin, and prayers for personal 
pardon and restoration. The psalmist seeks cleansing from 
“iniquity” (vv. 2, 9) and “sin(s)”. The notion of lifelong 
sinfulness (v. 5) is also in Genesis 8:21: “... for the inclination 
of the human heart is evil from youth” (although the psalmist 
may simply be confessing that he has been thoroughly 
sinful.) In v. 6, he knows that God will seek truth in his very 
being; this is where he will receive understanding (“wisdom”). 
Perhaps v. 8b says he is ill – because of his sin. He even 
asks God to hide his face from his sins (v. 9), to be so 
gracious and compassionate as to turn a blind eye. May God 
restore him, bring him back to godliness, give him a clear 
conscience, a “clean heart” (v. 10), “new” “right” (God-
oriented) “spirit”. Only God can purify. May God give him joy 
and sustenance, through his “holy spirit” (v. 11). 

Hebrews 5:5-10 
The author has spoken of the Jewish high priesthood; he has 
said that a (human) high priest was “put in charge of things 
pertaining to God” (v. 1), on behalf of the people, to offer 
sacrifices for their sins. Since he himself from time to time 
offended God by sinning unintentionally, “he is able to deal 
gently” (v. 2) with others who commit such sins, and “must 
offer sacrifice for his own sins” (v. 3) as well. Further, one 
could only become a high priest when called by God – “one 
does not presume to take this honour” (v. 4). 
Now the author tells us how Jesus, whom he sees as a high 
priest, is like (and unlike) a Judaic high priest. Jesus too was 
called by God (v. 5): some manuscripts of Luke 3:22 record 
that, at his baptism, the “voice” speaks the words quoted 
here. But Jesus, per Psalm 110:4, is different: he is a priest 
“forever” (v. 6). (“Melchizedek” is mentioned in Genesis 
14:17-20; there he brings bread and wine, and blesses 
Abram. In Hebrews, he resembles the Son of God and lives 
for ever: he is a supernatural figure foreshadowing the 
eternity of the Son of God – see 7:2-3.) During Jesus’ earthly 
life (“the days of his flesh”, v. 7), he prayed to God, to the one 
who could deliver him from death. But, although he was 
already God’s “Son” (v. 8), he “learned obedience”, he 
obeyed the will of the Father, he submitted reverently (v. 7): 
this involved suffering and death. But the Father did hear his 
plea: he rose again from death. He was then “made perfect” 
(v. 9): his priesthood was completed in his sacrifice for the 
sins of us all, and he was raised to be with the Father. In this 
way, he brings salvation to all who follow him. This salvation 
is forever (unlike the limited duration of that brought by 
Judaic high priests). He is high priest for ever. 

John 12:20-33 
At the time of the Passover (“the festival”), some Gentiles 
(“Greeks”) travel to Jerusalem, probably because they 
believe in God. Their request “to see Jesus” (v. 21, to 
understand his message), is conveyed to him by “Andrew 
and Philip” (v. 22), the two disciples with Greek names. Jesus 
takes this opportunity to announce that his “hour” (v. 23), his 
time of self revelation, determined by God, has come. He can 
now tell what it means for the Son to be glorified. When Jesus 
is glorified, then all people will truly be able to see him, but 
this is not the time for interviews. 
He uses an example from nature to speak of the significance 
of his death: the paradox that a “grain of wheat” (v. 24) only 
bears fruit after it seems to have died and has been buried. 
Jesus’ death makes salvation possible for others. That the 
meaning of life eludes those who live it up is also a paradox; 
self-centeredness ends up destroying a person. (“Hate”, v. 
25, is a Semitism for love less.)  


