
~ Notices ~ 
Services in early 2021 - due to Covid 19 measures our 
churches must remain closed until May, and perhaps 
further, however, our online services and weekday 
meditations continue on our website and YouTube 
channel. 

Easter Vestry Due to the extraordinary circumstances of 
the current pandemic Easter Vestries are permitted to be 
held according to the normal timing of 27 days before and 
20 days after Easter, but may also take place for this year 
up to and no later than Weds 30th June 2021. The Select 
Vestry will announce the date of our Easter Vestry when 
revised travel restrictions are released. 
Prayers - If you have any particular issue that you would like 
to be prayed for, do please email me on 
frkevinobrien@me.com or call me on 065 672 4721.  
YouTube - our YouTube channel now has over 130 videos, 
comprising services, talks and sermons. Please do visit the 
channel by searching for St Columba’s Church Ennis and 
do subscribe if you can, now stand at 105 subscribers so 
please help us to increase our outreach even further.  

Facebook page: www.facebook.com/clare.anglicans 

Rector: Email: frkevinobrien@me.com  Tel: 065 672 4721 

2021 Mission Charities - Women’s Aid gives support and 
sanctuary to women and children suffering from domestic 
abuse - which has sadly greatly increased during the 
Covid 19 pandemic. Jigsaw supports young people who 
are struggling with their wellbeing and mental health. 

RTE Broadcast – note that this service will also be 
broadcast on Sunday 11th April at 2.15pm on the News 
Channel. 

 
Womens Aid  Jigsaw 

          www.womensaid.ie                www.jigsaw.ie  

See the diocesan website for the Bishop’s address: 
http://www.limerick.anglican.org 

New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, 
copyright © 1989, 1995 National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved worldwide. http://nrsvbibles.org  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3rd Sunday 
Of Easter 
(Year B) 2021 

Readings and Hymns 
Collect: Risen Christ, you filled your 
disciples with boldness and fresh hope: 
strengthen us to proclaim your risen life 

and fill us with your peace, to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen 

Suggested Hymns 
In conjunction with the online service you might like to 
view these hymns on YouTube - with internet links and 
lyrics so that you can sing along: 

1) Crown him with many crowns 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s7OCs0d_4vM 
2) Lead us heavenly father lead us  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OpkEeXWtWg0 
3)  It is a thing most wonderful 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=78DAvd2TXXs&t=57s 
4)  O for a thousand tongues to sing 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X-dEfvz6Vms  

Micah 4: 1-5 
In days to come 
   the mountain of the Lord’s house 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
   and shall be raised up above the hills. 
Peoples shall stream to it,  
   and many nations shall come and say: 
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
   to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that he may teach us his ways 
   and that we may walk in his paths.’ 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
   and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.  
He shall judge between many peoples, 
   and shall arbitrate between strong nations far away; 
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, 
   and their spears into pruning-hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
   neither shall they learn war any more;  
but they shall all sit under their own vines 
and under their own fig trees, 
   and no one shall make them afraid; 
   for the mouth of the Lord of hosts has spoken.  
For all the peoples walk, 
   each in the name of its god, 
but we will walk in the name of the Lord our God 
   for ever and ever.  

Psalm 4 
Answer me when I call, O God of my righteousness; ♦ 
   you set me at liberty when I was in trouble; 
      have mercy on me and hear my prayer. 
How long will you nobles dishonour my glory; ♦ 
   how long will you love vain things 
   and seek after falsehood? 
But know that the Lord has shown me  
his marvellous kindness; ♦ 
   when I call upon the Lord, he will hear me. 
Stand in awe, and sin not; ♦ 
   commune with your own heart upon your bed, 
   and be still. 
Offer the sacrifices of righteousness ♦ 



   and put your trust in the Lord. 
There are many that say,  
‘Who will show us any good?’ ♦ 
   Lord, lift up the light of your countenance upon us. 
You have put gladness in my heart, ♦ 
   more than when their corn and wine and oil increase. 
In peace I will lie down and sleep, ♦ 
   for it is you Lord, only, who make me dwell in safety. 

1 John 3: 1-7 
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be 
called children of God; and that is what we are. The 
reason the world does not know us is that it did not know 
him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be 
has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when 
he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as 
he is. And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, 
just as he is pure. 
Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is 
lawlessness. You know that he was revealed to take away 
sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who abides in him 
sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. 
Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does 
what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 

Luke 24: 36b-48 
While the eleven disciples and their companions they 
were talking about what they had heard, Jesus himself 
stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
They were startled and terrified, and thought that they 
were seeing a ghost. He said to them, ‘Why are you 
frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look 
at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me 
and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as 
you see that I have.’ And when he had said this, he 
showed them his hands and his feet. While in their joy 
they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to 
them, ‘Have you anything here to eat?’ They gave him a 
piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their 
presence. 
Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke 
to you while I was still with you—that everything written 
about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the 
psalms must be fulfilled.’ Then he opened their minds to 
understand the scriptures, and he said to them, ‘Thus it is 
written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the 
dead on the third day, and that repentance and 
forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of 
these things. 

Commentary 
Micah 
Micah was the last of the eighth-century prophets. He was 
from south-western Judah, west of Hebron. He is 
preoccupied with social justice and is totally independent 
of political and religious leaders. Times are bad: Assyria 
has captured Damascus and Samaria. Jerusalem was 
besieged in 701 BC. But danger was internal too: leaders 
accepted bribes; merchants cheated their customers; 
pagan gods were worshipped along with the Lord. Micah 
preaches about sin and punishment; people have rejected 
God. The coming punishment is due to their sin. Even so, 
there is hope for the future: a remnant will form the 
nucleus of a new Israel, and its leader will be a true 
shepherd, one who brings peace. 

Psalm 4 

The psalmist calls on God, knowing that God is on his side 
(“of my right”). God has helped him in the past; may he 
hear his plea now. The psalmist addresses his foes in v. 
2: how long will you slander me? You need to realize that 
God considers me (“the faithful”, v. 3) to be his, so he will 
respond to my prayer – so beware! Angry (“disturbed”, v. 
4) as you are, seek inner quiet through silent meditation. 
Further, offer the “sacrifices” (v. 5) demanded by the Law 
(“right”) and trust in God. Others seek what is “good” (v. 
6); I pray that God may favour them. I know that inner joy, 
given by God, which I have received, is much more 
valuable (v. 7). So as I go to sleep, I rest assured of God’s 
peace and protection (v. 8). 

1 John 3:1-7 
The author emphasizes that through our kinship with 
Christ, son of God, we can “be called children of God”, a 
status we enjoy because of God’s gift of love: his gift of 
his only Son as Saviour of the world. We have this status 
now (“that is what we are”). Then v. 1b: most people did 
not listen to and understand Jesus (“did not know him”), 
so it is to be expected that few will listen to us, his 
emissaries. Then v. 2: being his children is happening 
now, and will be at the end of time, but we have not 
been shown in what way this will be; however, we do 
know that we will be like Christ: we will see the Father 
fully, in all his glory. “All who have this hope” (v. 3) in 
Christ, this expectation of the future – i.e. Christians – 
consider it required of them to live a virtuous, ethical, life 
(“purify themselves”), emulating the essential goodness, 
purity, of God. 
In 2:1-2, the author says that he is writing “so that you may 
not sin”, but should anyone sin, Christ will defend us. Then 
in 2:3, he says that we know Christ “if we obey his 
commandments”, i.e. if we walk in God’s ways, his laws. 
There are dissenters from the true faith, who are spoken 
of, in v. 4, as lawless: they habitually deviate from God’s 
ways, persist in doing evil. In 1:8, the author says “If we 
say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves ...”: so sin is 
possible for Christians. When we do sin, we weaken our 
bond with God, the very bond which gives meaning and 
reality to being Christian (v. 6). The dissidents may claim 
that all that matters is a godly attitude, but being 
“righteous” (v. 7, godly) requires actions as well. Jesus is 
our example. 

Luke 24:36b-48 
Jesus has appeared to two disciples on the road to 
Emmaus, and has shared bread with them (vv. 13-32). 
Upon returning to Jerusalem, they have heard from “the 
eleven and their companions” (v. 33) that Jesus has also 
appeared to Peter. “Peace” (v. 36), proclaimed by the 
angel at Jesus’ birth, (in 2:14) is now his gift to the 
disciples. When the group think they are seeing a ghost 
(v. 37), Jesus asks them: why do you have trouble in 
believing that it is me, risen from death? (v. 38) He invites 
them to “touch me and see” (v. 39), to understand. 
Realizing that he is risen, their joy is so great as to leap 
beyond belief (v. 41). They give him “broiled fish” (v. 42), 
a Galilean dish. Eating shows that he is not a ghost: he is 
bodily resurrected. Times have changed, as “while I was 
still with you” (v. 44) shows. He tells them that he fulfils 
the whole of the Old Testament (to Jews divided into “the 
law ... the prophets, and the psalms” or Writings ), and 
explains the scriptures to them (v. 45). The quotation in 
vv. 46-47 combines verses from the Old Testament and 
apocryphal books. He commissions the Church: with faith 
in his divinity (“in his name”, v. 47) “repentance and 



forgiveness ... is to be proclaimed ... to all nations”; the 
Church is his agent. 
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