
~ Notices ~ 

Resumption of services in church 
Following the recent Govt announcement we shall be 
holding services as follows: 

Sunday 16th May 
9.30am Spanish Point – Rector 

11.30am Kilnasoolagh – Morning Prayer (parish reader tba) 
11.30am Ennis – Rector 

Pentecost Sunday 
9.30am Kilnasoolagh – Rector 

11.30am Ennis– Rector 

Select Vestry and Easter Vestry – the current Select 
Vestry will meet on Zoom within the next two weeks (date 
to be confirmed). The Easter Vestry will take place within 
the first two weeks of June (we are seeking advice about 
meeting in person after a service – more news to follow). 

Diocesan Secretary – applications are invited for the role of 
Diocesan Secretary as the current postholder is due to retire 
this summer. The role requires significant executive and 
administrative skills, involving work hours of approximately 
25 per week (not evenly spread). For further details contact: 
Bishop Secretary, Kilbane House, Golf Links Road 
Castletroy, Limerick. bishopsecretary@limerick.anglican.org 

Prayers - If you have any particular issue that you would like 
to be prayed for, do please email me on 
frkevinobrien@me.com or call me on 065 672 4721.  
YouTube - our YouTube channel now has 123 subscribers 
and over 160 videos, comprising services, talks and 
sermons. Please do visit the channel by searching 
www.youtube.com/c/clareanglicans and do please subscribe 

Facebook page: www.facebook.com/clare.anglicans 

Rector: Email: frkevinobrien@me.comTel: 065 672 4721 

2021 Mission Charities - Women’s Aid gives support and 
sanctuary to women and children suffering from domestic 
abuse - which has sadly greatly increased during the 
Covid 19 pandemic. Jigsaw supports young people who 
are struggling with their wellbeing and mental health. 

 
Womens Aid  Jigsaw 

          www.womensaid.ie                www.jigsaw.ie  

See the diocesan website for the Bishop’s address: 
http://www.limerick.anglican.org 

New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, 
copyright © 1989, 1995 National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved worldwide. http://nrsvbibles.org  

~ 
The Fruits of the Spirit 

 
To show love 
To share joy 

To bring peace 
To be patient 

To practice gentleness 
To strive for goodness 

To live faithfully 
To walk humbly 

To have self-control 

5th Sunday 
Of Easter 
(Year B) 2021 

Readings and Hymns 
Collect: Risen Christ, your wounds 
declare your love for the world and the 
wonder of your risen life: give us 

compassion and courage to risk ourselves for those we 
serve, to the glory of God the Father. Amen 

Suggested Hymns 
In conjunction with the online service you might like to 
view these hymns on YouTube - with internet links and 
lyrics so that you can sing along: 

1) Be still for the presence of the Lord 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Py9EDciaQ64 
2) Ye servants of God, your master proclaim 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wZ9j3e8_yQc 
3)  God is love – Ubi caritas 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FMWLQJP2agU 
4)   For the fruits of his creation 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0He7zI7kasE 

Deuteronomy 4:32-40 
For ask now about former ages, long before your own, ever 
since the day that God created human beings on the earth; 
ask from one end of heaven to the other: has anything so 
great as this ever happened or has its like ever been heard 
of? Has any people ever heard the voice of a god speaking 
out of a fire, as you have heard, and lived? Or has any god 
ever attempted to go and take a nation for himself from the 
midst of another nation, by trials, by signs and wonders, by 
war, by a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, and by 
terrifying displays of power, as the Lord your God did for you 
in Egypt before your very eyes? To you it was shown so that 
you would acknowledge that the Lord is God; there is no 
other besides him. From heaven he made you hear his voice 
to discipline you. On earth he showed you his great fire, while 
you heard his words coming out of the fire. And because he 
loved your ancestors, he chose their descendants after them. 
He brought you out of Egypt with his own presence, by his 
great power, driving out before you nations greater and 
mightier than yourselves, to bring you in, giving you their land 
for a possession, as it is still today. So acknowledge today 
and take to heart that the Lord is God in heaven above and 
on the earth beneath; there is no other. Keep his statutes and 
his commandments, which I am commanding you today for 
your own well-being and that of your descendants after you, 
so that you may long remain in the land that the Lord your 
God is giving you for all time. 

Psalm 22:25-31 
  From you comes my praise in the great congregation; ♦ 
   I will perform my vows 
      in the presence of those that fear you. 
  The poor shall eat and be satisfied; ♦ 
   those who seek the Lord shall praise him; 
      their hearts shall live for ever. 
  All the ends of the earth 
      shall remember and turn to the Lord, ♦ 
   and all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 
  For the kingdom is the Lord’s ♦ 
   and he rules over the nations. 
  How can those who sleep in the earth 
      bow down in worship, ♦ 
   or those who go down to the dust kneel before him? 
  He has saved my life for himself; 
      my descendants shall serve him; ♦ 



   this shall be told of the Lord for generations to come. 
  They shall come and make known his salvation, 
      to a people yet unborn, ♦ 
   declaring that he, the Lord, has done it. 

1 John 4:7-21 
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; 
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever 
does not love does not know God, for God is love. God’s love 
was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son 
into the world so that we might live through him. In this is 
love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his 
Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since 
God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 
No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives 
in us, and his love is perfected in us. 
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because 
he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify 
that the Father has sent his Son as the Saviour of the world. 
God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of 
God, and they abide in God. So we have known and believe 
the love that God has for us. 
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and 
God abides in them. Love has been perfected among us in 
this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgement, 
because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in 
love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with 
punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection 
in love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, ‘I 
love God’, and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for 
those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have 
seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. The 
commandment we have from him is this: those who love God 
must love their brothers and sisters also. 

John 15:1-8 
‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He 
removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch 
that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have 
already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 
Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear 
fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you 
unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. 
Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, 
because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does 
not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; 
such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 
If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is 
glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my 
disciples. 

Commentary 
Deuteronomy 
Deuteronomy is a book of instruction, or torah, and is the fifth 
book of the Bible. It recasts Israel's mission and destiny, 
mostly by restating the history of the people recorded in the 
first four books. It emphasizes teaching and learning for all 
generations. Moses speaks on God's behalf, with authority, 
to the assembled people of Israel, as they prepare to enter 
the Promised Land. 

Psalm 22:23-31 
This psalm, as a whole, is a prayer for deliverance from 
illness. The psalmist, gravely ill, feels that God has forsaken 
him. In the past, God has helped his people (vv. 4-5): may 
God help him now. His detractors laugh at him for trusting in 
God (vv. 6-8); his suffering is worse because they think that 
his illness is proof of God’s displeasure. But, he says, God 
helped me when I was an infant, so I trust in him (v. 9). I will 
offer thanksgiving in assembly of the community in the 
Temple: v. 22 is that vow. God does hear, even the “poor” (v. 
26, or afflicted); he provides perpetual life for the “poor” those 
who live in awe of him. May all people everywhere turn to 
God and worship him (v. 27). God is Lord of all (v. 28). All 

mortals, all who die (“go down to the dust”, v. 29) worship 
him. I, the psalmist says, will live following his ways, and so 
will my offspring: they will be God’s for ever, and will tell 
future generations about God’s saving deeds. 

1 John 4:7-21 
In earlier chapters, the author has stressed two signs of 
fellowship with God: faith in Christ and love of fellow 
Christians. In vv. 1-6, he contrasts the work of the Holy Spirit 
with that of other supernatural powers (working through false 
teachers): the Holy Spirit inspires confession of who Christ 
really is: he has come from God, to be truly human. The 
author has told his Christian readers: you “are from God” (v. 
4). 
Our passage can be summed up in three words: “God is love” 
(vv. 8, 16). This love originates in God; this is the kind of love 
we have for each other. Being lovers, we are God’s children 
and we love him (v. 7). If we don’t actively love, we don’t 
know God – because the very nature of God “is love” (v. 8). 
God’s greatest expression of love for us, the Church, was 
sending “his only Son” (v. 9) into the far-from-perfect “world”, 
thereby giving us a path to godly living (“atoning sacrifice”, v. 
10). God took this initiative, this action restoring us to unity 
with him. So we have a duty to love “one another” (v. 11). It 
is only through Christ that we can see the Father (v. 12a). 
The flip side is: if we love our fellows, God (love) is “in us”: 
fraternal love completes (“is perfected”, v. 12) God’s. 
 
The presence of the Holy Spirit is proof that we and God are 
inter-related (v. 13). Part of this is witnessing and believing 
who Christ is (v. 14). Being thus in love has a consequence: 
we need not fear judgement at the end of the era; fear and 
“punishment” (v. 18) are incompatible: God’s “love casts out 
fear”. We are called to love both God and are fellows; it is 
impossible to love our fellows and not God, or God and not 
our fellows (vv. 20-21). 

John 15:1-8 
Jesus is preparing the disciples for the time when he will no 
longer be physically with them. He has said: “... I give you a 
new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I 
have loved you, you should also love one another. By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples ...” ( 13:34-35). 
In our reading, he probably has in mind the judgement on 
Judah in Isaiah 5:1-7: God has lovingly prepared a vineyard 
for the people, but the vines yielded “wild grapes”, so God 
destroyed the vineyard. In John, God is the “vinegrower” (v. 
1), Christ the vine, and members of the Church the fruit. 
Jesus says that he is the “true” (godly) vine, the one of whom 
Isaiah spoke. He is the Father’s agent. Followers who are 
ineffective will be cut off, but those who are productive will be 
aided by God’s power (v. 2). V. 3 may allude to Jesus’ 
washing the disciple’s feet: in 13:10, he tells the disciples that 
they are now clean: they have been cleansed by his 
revelation of God. Shared life with each other and with God 
is the basis for being fruitful (v. 5b). Leaving this community 
ends productivity, and leads to destruction and damnation 
(“thrown into the fire”, v. 6). If they remain in unity with him, 
whatever they ask in prayer will be granted (v. 7). God’s 
power and authority are shown forth (“glorified”, v. 8) in the 
bearing of fruit, doing in Christ’s name. The disciples 
represent Jesus in the world.      © 1996-2021 Chris Haslam 


