
Vv. 13-17 are a monologue. Only Christ has descended and 
ascended. The “serpent” (v. 14) is mentioned in Numbers 
21:9-11: there the people were bitten by poisonous snakes; 
some died and others became gravely ill. Instructed by God, 
Moses mounted (“lifted up”) a bronze snake on a pole. Those 
who looked at this emblem (trusting in God) were healed, 
lifted up, given life. God in his love provides eternal life to all 
who believe (v. 16). If you wilfully do not believe, you will 
perish. There is no third alternative! God's intention is that 
you believe, rather than be condemned (v. 17). 
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~ Notices ~ 
 

Easter Vestry dates 
Kilnasoolagh Church 

Thursday 10th June – 7.30pm – after service in church 
St Columba’s and Spanish Point 

After 11.30am service - Sunday 13th June 
 

The posts for election this year are as follows: 

Rector’s Church Wardens for each church 
People’s Church Warden for each Church 

People’s Glebe warden for Drumcliffe and Kilnasoolagh 
People’s Glebe warden for Drumcliffe and Kilnasoolagh 

 
At the first meeting of the new Select Vestry – usually 
held immediately after the Easter Vestry - the following 

shall be appointed: 

Select Vestry Secretary for Drumcliffe 
Select Vestry Secretary for Kilnasoolagh 

Treasurer for Drumcliffe 
Treasurer for Kilnasoolagh 

 
NB//. There are additional places available, up to a 
maximum of twelve for those who would like to become 
elected members of the Select Vestry – please note that 
all places should be proposed and seconded prior to the 
election at Easter Vestry. If you would like to serve on the 
Select Vestry in any capacity please let either a church 
warden or the Rector know, with the names of 
proposer/seconder and the position for which you would 
like to stand. 

Prayers - If you have any particular issue that you would like 
to be prayed for, do please email me on 
frkevinobrien@me.com or call me on 065 672 4721.  
YouTube - our YouTube channel now has 123 subscribers 
and over 160 videos, comprising services, talks and 
sermons. Please do visit the channel by searching 
www.youtube.com/c/clareanglicans and do please subscribe 

Facebook page: www.facebook.com/clare.anglicans 

Rector: Email: frkevinobrien@me.comTel: 065 672 4721 
New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, 

copyright © 1989, 1995 National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 

rights reserved worldwide. http://nrsvbibles.org  

 
 
 

 

Trinity Sunday 
(Year B) 2021 

Readings and Hymns 
Collect: Holy God, faithful and 
unchanging: enlarge our minds 
with the knowledge of your 

truth, and draw us more deeply into the mystery of your 
love, that we may truly worship you, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 

Suggested Hymns 
In conjunction with the online service you might like to 
view these hymns on YouTube - with internet links and 
lyrics so that you can sing along: 

1) Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=39ZfrO0UW_s 
2) Let us with a gladsome mind 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dG6kS1o5PpA 
3)  The head that once was crowned with thorns 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aw2U_sf02II 
4)   Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GbcBXYP4AlE 

Isaiah 6: 1-8 
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a 
throne, high and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the 
temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six 
wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they 
covered their feet, and with two they flew. And one called to 
another and said: 
‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 
the whole earth is full of his glory.’  
The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those 
who called, and the house filled with smoke. And I said: ‘Woe 
is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live 
among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the 
King, the Lord of hosts!’ 
Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that 
had been taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. The seraph 
touched my mouth with it and said: ‘Now that this has 
touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is 
blotted out.’ Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom 
shall I send, and who will go for us?’ And I said, ‘Here am I; 
send me!’ 

Psalm 29 
Ascribe to the Lord, you powers of heaven, ♦ 
     ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
Ascribe to the Lord the honour due to his name; ♦ 
     worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; 
the God of glory thunders; ♦ 
     the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 
The voice of the Lord is mighty in operation; ♦ 
     the voice of the Lord is a glorious voice. 
The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; ♦ 
     the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
He makes Lebanon skip like a calf ♦ 
     and Sirion like a young wild ox. 
The voice of the Lord splits the flash of lightning; 
the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; ♦ 
     the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe 
and strips the forests bare; ♦ 
     in his temple all cry, ‘Glory!’ 
The Lord sits enthroned above the water flood; ♦ 
     the Lord sits enthroned as king for evermore. 
The Lord shall give strength to his people; ♦ 
     the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace. 



Romans 8: 12-17 
So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the 
flesh, to live according to the flesh— for if you live according 
to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death 
the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the 
Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a 
spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a 
spirit of adoption. When we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ it is that very 
Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of 
God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs 
with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also 
be glorified with him. 

John 3: 1-17 
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of 
the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said to him, ‘Rabbi, 
we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for 
no one can do these signs that you do apart from the 
presence of God.’ Jesus answered him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, 
no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from 
above.’* Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can anyone be born 
after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the 
mother’s womb and be born?’ Jesus answered, ‘Very truly, I 
tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being 
born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, 
and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished 
that I said to you, “You must be born from above.” The wind 
blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you 
do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is 
with everyone who is born of the Spirit.’ Nicodemus said to 
him, ‘How can these things be?’ Jesus answered him, ‘Are 
you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these 
things? 
‘Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify 
to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 
If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, 
how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No 
one has ascended into heaven except the one who 
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 
Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have 
eternal life. 
‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so 
that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may 
have eternal life. 
‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 
him. 

Commentary 
Isaiah 6:1-8 
In this passage, Isaiah gives the grounds for his authority as 
a prophet. The “year” is 742 BC. Assyria is expanding its 
borders. (“Uzziah” is called “Azariah” in 2 Kings 14:21). The 
northern kingdom, Israel, is trying to coerce Judah into a 
military alliance against the Assyrian threat. Isaiah has a 
vision of God enthroned, surrounded by courtiers, with 
“seraphs” (v. 2, griffin-like creatures), hovering above him, 
guarding him. One pair of wings cover “their faces” in the 
awesome presence of God, and a second cover their 
genitals (“feet” is a euphemism) as a sign of commitment to 
purity; the third is used to fulfil commissions from God. “Holy” 
(v. 3), repeated three times for emphasis, identifies God as 
all-holy, sinless, apart from earthly things. God is “Lord of 
hosts”, the warrior for Israel; he rules over “the whole earth”, 
all peoples. The setting appears to be the Temple, so the 
“pivots” (v. 4), which shake due to an earth tremor – a sign 
of God’s presence, are those on which the heavy Temple 
gates turned. “Smoke” is also a sign of divine presence, as 
is the cloud of glory in the desert (Exodus 40:34). Isaiah feels 
totally inadequate in God’s presence: he feels “unclean” (v. 
5), unfit to stand before God, yet he sees God. He also sees 
the “people” (either Judah or his disciples) as unworthy, but 

a “seraph” (v. 7), an agent of God, purifies him, rendering him 
fit and qualified to speak God’s word to his people. God 
confers with his advisors: “Whom shall I send ... ?” (v. 8), and 
Isaiah volunteers to be prophet to Judah. In vv. 9-13, God 
accepts his offer, and tells him that most people will reject 
God’s message (will not hear it and will fail to understand it), 
preferring traditional (corrupt) ways. But a small number will 
accept it. Most will be destroyed; even the remnant will 
endure difficult times. Within nine years, Assyria had invaded 
and made Judah a puppet state. 

Psalm 29 
This psalm is probably based on one to the Canaanite god 
Baal, the storm god, who brings the annual thunder-storm, 
the source of fertility for the land. In Israelite hands it 
expresses God’s supremacy and universal rule. In vv. 1-2, 
all other gods are invited to acknowledge the Lord’s 
supremacy and the glory due to him. (Israel was not yet 
strictly monotheistic.) Vv. 3-9 give us a picture of the storm. 
The “voice of the Lord” (vv. 3, 4, 5, 7-9) is thunder (repetitious 
claps). The storm is first seen approaching over the 
Mediterranean (v. 3); it sweeps in to the land, breaking the 
tall “cedars” (v. 5), as it advances across southern Lebanon. 
It vents its power on Mount “Lebanon” (v. 6) and then on 
Mount “Sirion”; it proceeds on into “the wilderness” (v. 8, the 
Arabian Desert). (“Flames of fire”, v. 7, is lightning.) “Kadesh” 
(v. 8) is probably Kedar, part of the desert. The word of God 
is indeed mighty. In v. 9, “all” the gods do acknowledge God’s 
supremacy; they cry Glory be to the Lord! God rules over all 
from his throne (v. 10). May the Lord strengthen Israel and 
give it peace. 

Romans 8:12-17 
Paul has told us how Christian experience is dominated by 
life in the Spirit rather than by the desires of the flesh, or self-
centeredness. Christians are still subject to suffering, to 
bearing crosses and affliction, but not to eternal 
condemnation. Not being condemned, we have hope. Now 
he says that we are under an obligation (“debtors”) to God: 
to live according to the Spirit. Living this way, rejecting self-
centeredness, we look forward to eternal life (v. 13) at the 
end of time rather than to the finality of physical death. 
Heeding the Spirit, we are “children of God” (v. 14), sons of 
God; we have a new relationship with God. When baptised, 
we do not lose freedom (“slavery”, v. 15) but are adopted by 
him. As his children, we are “heirs” (v. 17) with hope for the 
future – unlike slaves who “fear” (v. 15) their master. (In the 
Old Testament, the land of Israel is God's inheritance for his 
people.) In seeking his help or proclaiming him as Dad or 
“Abba! Father!”, we express the close relationship we have 
with him; our hearts are motivated by the Spirit. (“Abba” is 
Aramaic for “Father”; slaves did not inherit.) Being “with 
Christ” (v. 17), by sharing in his suffering, we will be able to 
attain union with him in heaven (“glorified”). 

John 3:1-17 
Nicodemus, a prominent Pharisee and teacher, comes to 
Jesus to ask him questions. He comes secretly (“by night”, v. 
2) because a man of his stature could not be seen consulting 
Jesus. He has understood from Jesus' miracles (“signs”) that 
Jesus is “from God”. But Jesus (in v. 3) tells him that he has 
not yet understood the main point: to “see the kingdom of 
God”, spiritual rebirth is required. Nicodemus 
misunderstands: he thinks Jesus is speaking of biological 
rebirth (v. 5). Being “born from above” (v. 3) requires being 
baptised (v. 5). “Flesh” and “spirit” were seen as constituents 
of life, of which spirit (breath, wind, pneuma) was the life-
giving force. Many things can be seen only in their effect; 
such is birth in the Spirit (v. 8). Still Nicodemus doesn't 
understand: in order for him to do so, he needs to have faith 
(“receive our testimony”, v. 11). Then, in v. 12, Jesus says: 
you, Nicodemus, don't comprehend what can be told in 
analogies (“earthly things”, i.e. “wind”, v. 8), so how can you 
possibly believe mysteries? 


