
Mark 4:35-41 
Jesus has told the good news of the Kingdom to the crowds, 
in a way they could understand, but he has gone further with 
those close to him: “he explained everything in private to his 
disciples” (vv. 33-34). 
After teaching from a boat, with the crowds along the shore, 
he now suggests to the disciples that they “go across to the 
other side” (v. 35), to the eastern shore of the Sea of Galilee. 
A flotilla of boats follow, but they scatter before the storm. 
(He is “just as he was”, v. 36, in the same posture as earlier, 
in the boat.) Squalls (“windstorm”, v. 37) are common on the 
Sea of Galilee, for the hills around it are high. Jesus is “in the 
stern”, v. 38, on the helmsman’s seat, well above the waves. 
He is “asleep”: he has complete confidence in God. The 
disciples see him as “teacher”; they do not yet know him fully. 
Jesus is awoken and rebukes (v. 39) the wind – as though it 
is a demon (see 1:25). To ancients, the sea symbolized the 
powers of chaos and evil. Jesus commands it to be still: only 
God can control nature. He castigates the disciples (v. 40): 
either they lack faith in God (do not follow Jesus’ example of 
trust in him) or in him (as a worker of wonders). Their 
question in v. 41 is an implicit confession of Jesus’ divinity: 
the sea obeys him as it does God in the Old Testament 
(Genesis 1:2). Jesus’ power extends even to power over 
natural disasters, then thought to be the work of the devil. 
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~ Notices ~ 

Mental Health survey - The Church of Ireland MindMatters 
COI Project is chaired by Bishop Pat Storey from the 
Dioceses of Meath and Kildare, with the support of an 
advisory group, who are leading professionals in the mental 
health field. The project aims to raise awareness of, and 
respond to, the mental health needs of communities across 
the island of Ireland. This survey is designed to find out about 
your understanding and awareness of mental health and 
mental health problems. We would like to encourage as 
many people as possible (18+ years only) to complete the 
survey to help understand the needs of our community post 
Covid. It can be found online at the web address: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/COIParishioner 
Prayers - If you have any particular issue that you would like 
to be prayed for, do please email me on 
frkevinobrien@me.com or call me on 065 672 4721.  
YouTube - our YouTube channel now has 125 subscribers 
and over 160 videos, comprising services, talks and 
sermons. Please do visit the channel by searching 
www.youtube.com/c/clareanglicans and do please subscribe 

Mission Group – I am looking to put a small team together 
to plan for the re-building of our church life, from small regular 
events for church members, to public events such as 
concerts, exhibitions and particularly the celebration of our 
150th anniversary. I shall be tapping on shoulders, but if 
anyone is keen to join – please do let me know. We need 
fresh ideas and fresh heart. 

Facebook page: www.facebook.com/clare.anglicans 

Rector: Email: frkevinobrien@me.comTel: 065 672 4721 
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3rd Sunday 
after Trinity 

(Year B) 2021 
Readings and Hymns 

Collect: God our saviour, look on this wounded world in 
pity and in power; hold us fast to your promises of peace 
won for us by your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 

Suggested Hymns 
In conjunction with the online service you might like to 
view these hymns on YouTube - with internet links and 
lyrics so that you can sing along: 

1) The spacious firmament on high 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hrEraKffwYQ 
2) Hills of the north, rejoice 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0FMQLLlbPh4 
3)  Eternal Father, strong to save 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Vta4ct64qo 
4)   God be with you till we meet again  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F3uca9j0dYs 

Job 38: 1-11 
Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind:  
‘Who is this that darkens counsel by words without 
knowledge?  
Gird up your loins like a man, 
   I will question you, and you shall declare to me.  
‘Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? 
   Tell me, if you have understanding.  
Who determined its measurements—surely you know! 
   Or who stretched the line upon it?  
On what were its bases sunk, 
   or who laid its cornerstone  
when the morning stars sang together 
   and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy?  
‘Or who shut in the sea with doors 
   when it burst out from the womb?  
when I made the clouds its garment, 
   and thick darkness its swaddling band,  
and prescribed bounds for it, 
   and set bars and doors,  
and said, “Thus far shall you come, and no farther, 
   and here shall your proud waves be stopped”?  

Psalm 107 
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is gracious, ♦ 
   for his steadfast love endures for ever. 
Let the redeemed of the Lord say this, ♦ 
   those he redeemed from the hand of the enemy, 
And gathered out of the lands 
from the east and from the west, ♦ 
   from the north and from the south. 
Those who go down to the sea in ships ♦ 
   and ply their trade in great waters, 
These have seen the works of the Lord ♦ 
   and his wonders in the deep. 
For at his word the stormy wind arose ♦ 
   and lifted up the waves of the sea. 
They were carried up to the heavens 
and down again to the deep; ♦ 
   their soul melted away in their peril. 
They reeled and staggered like a drunkard ♦ 
   and were at their wits’ end. 
Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, ♦ 
   and he brought them out of their distress. 



He made the storm be still ♦ 
   and the waves of the sea were calmed. 
Then were they glad because they were at rest, ♦ 
   and he brought them to the haven they desired. 
Let them give thanks to the Lord for his goodness ♦ 
   and the wonders he does for his children. 
Let them exalt him in the congregation of the people ♦ 
   and praise him in the council of the elders. 

2 Corinthians 6: 1-13 
As we work together with him, we urge you also not to 
accept the grace of God in vain. For he says, 
‘At an acceptable time I have listened to you, 
   and on a day of salvation I have helped you.’ 
See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of 
salvation! We are putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, so 
that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as 
servants of God we have commended ourselves in every 
way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, 
calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labours, 
sleepless nights, hunger; by purity, knowledge, patience, 
kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, 
and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness 
for the right hand and for the left; in honour and dishonour, 
in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, 
and yet are true; as unknown, and yet are well known; as 
dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not 
killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet 
making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing 
everything.  
We have spoken frankly to you Corinthians; our heart is 
wide open to you. There is no restriction in our affections, 
but only in yours. In return—I speak as to children—open 
wide your hearts also.  

Mark 4: 35-41 
On that day, when evening had come, Jesus said to his 
disciples, ‘Let us go across to the other side.’ And leaving 
the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just 
as he was. Other boats were with him. A great gale arose, 
and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was 
already being swamped. But he was in the stern, asleep 
on the cushion; and they woke him up and said to him, 
‘Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?’ He woke 
up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, ‘Peace! Be 
still!’ Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. 
He said to them, ‘Why are you afraid? Have you still no 
faith?’ And they were filled with great awe and said to one 
another, ‘Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea 
obey him?’ 

Commentary 
Job 38:1-7,(34-41) 
Job has complained of God’s indifference and injustice to 
him; he has asked why his misfortune happened. He has 
pleaded that God hear him, answer him. Now God, 
appearing in a “whirlwind” (as he does elsewhere in the Old 
Testament) answers him by asking him rhetorical questions. 
First he asks: who are you to doubt, in your ignorance, the 
sum total of my plans and works? Stand up like a man; 
answer the questions I put to you (vv. 2-3). Our reading is 
only a small part of God’s speech. He asks five main 
questions: 
Were you present at creation? 
Do you know your way around the cosmos? 
Would you know how to operate it? 
Would creation and creatures obey your commands? and 
Are you capable of providing for animals and birds? 
Question 1, vv. 4-15, has three parts: earth, sea and light.  

In vv. 4-7, “earth” is pictured as a building: who were the 
architect (v. 5a) and the surveyor (v. 5b)? Who laid the 
foundations (“bases”, v. 6a)? “Who laid its cornerstone?”  
On this festive occasion, the “stars sang” (v. 7) and God’s 
heavenly court rejoiced. Now for Question 4 (vv. 34-38): 
even if you gave the right orders, would they be carried out? 
Only God has the “wisdom”, the combination of great 
knowledge and experience, to have the “clouds”, etc. obey 
him. (People believed that a set of pudding bowls covered 
the earth; here rain is stored in “waterskins”, v. 37. V. 38 
describes the effects of rain.) Question 5 is in 38:39-39:30. 
Nine creatures are described. Can Job care for them and 
nourish them as the creator does? The last, the war horse, 
is the most amazing of all. 
After God’s speech, Job says: “See, I am of small account; 
what shall I answer you? ... I will not answer” ( 40:4-5). God’s 
appearance has invalidated the very basis of Job’s 
complaint. He is at last able to articulate what he has been 
suspecting all along: he and his friends thought they 
understood the world; now he realizes that they do not. And 
so his complaint against God evaporates. 

Psalm 107:1-7,33-37 
As it now exists, this psalm is a group thanksgiving, perhaps 
sung by pilgrims travelling to Jerusalem to celebrate a 
festival. They thank God for escape from various dangers. 
The psalm has two refrains: for the first stanza, vv. 6 & 8. V. 
1 is a summons to praise. The themes of redemption and 
gathering suggest that vv. 2-3 were written after the Exile; 
they may have been added (with vv. 33-43) to change the 
psalm from an individual thanksgiving to one suited to 
communal use. V. 3 pictures the people as coming from all 
points of the compass, although most came from the east 
(Babylon). Vv. 4-9 tell of the Israelites wandering in the 
desert during the Exodus. When they were “hungry and 
thirsty”, physically and spiritually, God came to their aid. The 
next four stanzas also tell of God’s help to them in troubled 
times; the pilgrims thank him for his fidelity to the covenant 
he made at Sinai. Vv. 33-43 are part of a hymn praising God 
for his bounty. While he treats the ungodly harshly, he gives 
richly to those who follow his ways (vv. 33-37). May godly 
people, people who know God (the “wise”, v. 43) recall God’s 
actions on behalf of his people, his loyalty to the covenant 
(“steadfast love”). 

2 Corinthians 6:1-13 
As Paul and his co-workers, Timothy and Apollos, (servants) 
work together with God (the Holy Spirit), they urge the 
Christians at Corinth to “accept the grace of God” 
productively, i.e. “not ... in vain”. Based on Isaiah 49:8 
(“have”, v. 2, is prophetic), Paul tells them that now is the 
time when God gives grace, his love to us: now we are being 
restored to union with God. The servants are aiding “in every 
way” (v. 4) they can. They have shown themselves true 
agents of God in enduring physical and mental pressures 
(“afflictions”, vv. 4, 5a) and “hardships” (listed in v. 5b) – 
unlike Paul’s critics – by the fruits of the Spirit (vv. 6, 7a and 
Galatians 5:22-23), using the whole offensive (“right hand”, 
v. 7) and defensive (“the left”) armament which God 
provides, whether honoured or discredited (by their critics, 
who even call them “impostors”, v. 8, i.e. not true to God.) 
Seen as insignificant (as bad teachers), they are valued by 
true Christians, “dying” (v. 9) to self-centeredness but alive 
in following Christ; “sorrowful” (v. 10) that the Corinthian 
Christians feel hurt that he refused their aid (he did not need 
it), yet “rejoicing” that they are faithful; living in poverty, yet 
“making many rich” spiritually and “possessing everything” 
that matters. 
They have laid everything (their innermost thoughts) on the 
table to the Church (v. 11). He loves without limits all at 
Corinth – even his opponents who do not love him. May his 
critics grow up (“children”, v. 13) and imitate his love. 


