
in his plan for creation – which he disclosed in the Christ-
event (Christ’s life, death and resurrection.) This plan, which 
will come to fruition when God’s eternal purposes are 
completed, is to unite (“gather”, v. 10) all creation (“heaven” 
and “earth”) in Christ. In Christ, we Christians have been 
adopted by God (“inheritance”, v. 11), per his plan, so that 
we, forerunners (“the first”, v. 12) of many to “set our hope 
on Christ”, may live to praise God’s manifest power (“glory”). 
In Christ, the recipients of this letter, having heard the gospel 
and believed in him, were baptised (“marked with the seal of 
the ... Holy Spirit”, v. 13), incorporated into the Church. The 
inner sanctifying presence of the Spirit is a guarantee 
(“pledge”, v. 14) that God will carry his promise to completion.  

Mark 6:14-29 
Jesus’ disciples have gone out, preached repentance, cast 
out demons, and cured many sick people but, while the 
crowds mill round him, the authorities are beginning to reject 
him. Some people think he is John the Baptist (now dead) 
working “powers”, miracles. “But others” (v. 15) see Jesus’ 
actions as signs of the end of the era: that he is “Elijah” (who 
was taken up to heaven, 2 Kings 2:11, and was expected to 
return at Judgement Day, Malachi 4:5), or a prophetic figure, 
or a prophet like Moses (promised in Sinai) – but not that he 
is the Messiah, also expected at that time. Herod’s reaction 
is: Not John back again! (v. 16) 
Mark inserts a flashback to the story of John the Baptist to 
tell what discipleship may cost; vv. 16-29 anticipate Jesus’ 
fate, and that of some disciples. Herod Antipas, Tetrarch of 
Galilee, has had John arrested (v. 17) because he had 
denounced Herod for marrying his brother’s wife (illegal per 
Leviticus 18:16; 20:21). Even so, because he found John 
fascinating (“liked to listen to him”, v. 20) and recognized his 
worthiness, he did not wish him dead. But Herodias “wanted 
to kill him” (v. 19). The story of her victory is a horrifying tale. 
V. 29 foreshadows Jesus’ burial in 15:45-46, but there his 
disciples desert him.                   © 1996-2021 Chris Haslam 

~ Notices ~ 
Prayers - If you have any particular issue that you would like 
to be prayed for, do please email me on 
frkevinobrien@me.com or call me on 065 672 4721.  
YouTube - our YouTube channel now has 127 subscribers 
and over 180 videos, comprising services, talks and 
sermons. Please do visit the channel by searching 
www.youtube.com/c/clareanglicans and do please subscribe 

Mission Group – I am looking to put a small team together 
to plan for the re-building of our church life, from small regular 
events for church members, to public events such as 
concerts, exhibitions and particularly the celebration of our 
150th anniversary. I shall be tapping on shoulders, but if 
anyone is keen to join – please do let me know. We need 
fresh ideas and fresh heart. 

RTE Broadcast in September – a key priority is to identify 
local musicians/groups who might be willing to contribute to 
the service. Nigel, of course, will play the organ (pre-
recorded) and the piano at the studio, but there will be 
opportunity for additional music albeit hymns/classical/ trad 
that we could include – suggestions of friends and contacts 
welcome. We would most likely record them locally for 
inclusion later. 

Facebook page: www.facebook.com/clare.anglicans 

Rector: Email: frkevinobrien@me.comTel: 065 672 4721 
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6th Sunday 
after Trinity 

(Year B) 2021 
Readings and Hymns 

Collect Creator God, you made us all in your image: may 
we discern you in all that we see, and serve you in all that 
we do; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Suggested Hymns 
In conjunction with the online service you might like to 
view these hymns on YouTube - with internet links and 
lyrics so that you can sing along: 

1) Lead us heavenly Father lead us 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OpkEeXWtWg0 
2) The Lord will come and not be slow 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=saaHPgmps-g 
3)  As with gladness men of old 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sp52sx2_GYs 
4)   Sing with all the saints in glory  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FML_usf8NR0 

Amos 7: 7-15 
This is what he showed me: the Lord was standing beside 
a wall built with a plumb-line, with a plumb-line in his hand. 
And the Lord said to me, ‘Amos, what do you see?’ And I 
said, ‘A plumb-line.’ Then the Lord said, 
‘See, I am setting a plumb-line 
in the midst of my people Israel; 
I will never again pass them by;  
the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, 
and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, and I will 
rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.’  

Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King 
Jeroboam of Israel, saying, ‘Amos has conspired against 
you in the very centre of the house of Israel; the land is 
not able to bear all his words. For thus Amos has said, 
“Jeroboam shall die by the sword, 
   and Israel must go into exile 
   away from his land.” ’  
And Amaziah said to Amos, ‘O seer, go, flee away to the 
land of Judah, earn your bread there, and prophesy there; 
but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s 
sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.’ 
Then Amos answered Amaziah, ‘I am no prophet, nor a 
prophet’s son; but I am a herdsman, and a dresser of 
sycomore trees, and the Lord took me from following the 
flock, and the Lord said to me, “Go, prophesy to my 
people Israel.” 

Psalm 85.8-13  
Let me hear the words of God the Lord:  
he proclaims peace to his people and loyal servants;  
let them not go back to foolish ways. 
Deliverance is near to those who worship him,  
so that glory may dwell in our land. 
Love and faithfulness have come together; 
justice and peace have embraced. 
Faithfulness appears from earth 
and justice looks down from heaven. 
The Lord will grant prosperity, 
and our land will yield its harvest. 
Justice will go in front of him, 
and peace on the path he treads. 

 
 



Ephesians 1: 3-14 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing 
in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ 
before the foundation of the world to be holy and 
blameless before him in love. He destined us for adoption 
as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the 
good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace 
that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we 
have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace that he 
lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight he has made 
known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good 
pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the 
fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in 
heaven and things on earth. In Christ we have also 
obtained an inheritance, having been destined according 
to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things 
according to his counsel and will, so that we, who were 
the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise 
of his glory. In him you also, when you had heard the word 
of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in 
him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy 
Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance towards 
redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his 
glory. 

Mark 6: 14-29 
King Herod heard of the healings and other miracles, for 
Jesus’ name had become known. Some were saying, 
‘John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for 
this reason these powers are at work in him.’ But others 
said, ‘It is Elijah.’ And others said, ‘It is a prophet, like one 
of the prophets of old.’ But when Herod heard of it, he 
said, ‘John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.’ 
For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, 
bound him, and put him in prison on account of Herodias, 
his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her. 
For John had been telling Herod, ‘It is not lawful for you to 
have your brother’s wife.’ And Herodias had a grudge 
against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, for 
Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and 
holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him, he 
was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. 
But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave 
a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders 
of Galilee. When his daughter Herodias came in and 
danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king 
said to the girl, ‘Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will 
give it.’ And he solemnly swore to her, ‘Whatever you ask 
me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.’ She went 
out and said to her mother, ‘What should I ask for?’ She 
replied, ‘The head of John the baptizer.’ Immediately she 
rushed back to the king and requested, ‘I want you to give 
me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.’ The 
king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths 
and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her. 
Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with 
orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him 
in the prison, brought his head on a platter, and gave it to 
the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. When his 
disciples heard about it, they came and took his body, and 
laid it in a tomb. 

Commentary 
Amos 7:7-17 
The reign of King Jeroboam II (786-746 BC) was a time of 
prosperity for Israel, the northern kingdom. Social and 
religious corruption were rife; many worshipped materialism 
and other gods. Amos was both a breeder of cattle and/or 

sheep (“herdsman”, v. 14; “flock”, v. 15) and a fruit farmer 
(“dresser of sycamore trees”, v. 14). Born in Tekoa, in the hill 
country in northern Judah (sheep country ), he likely also 
owned land in the Jordan valley, where sycamores 
flourished. (Palestinian sycamores bear fruit, much like figs, 
which has to be dressed (punctured) to make it edible.) God 
has called him to leave behind his prosperity, to warn the 
north about impending doom, a result of their waywardness. 
In vv. 1-6, God shows him two visions of planned 
devastation: of locusts devouring the crops, and of fire 
consuming the whole of creation. (“Jacob”, v. 2, is Israel, the 
first “mowings”, v. 1, a tax.) In both cases, Amos intercedes 
with God on behalf of the people, pointing out that Israel is 
weak and helpless (spiritually). God listens and cancels his 
plans. But now vv. 7-9: when Israel is tested like a “wall” with 
a “plumb line”, she doesn’t measure up. Amos raises no plea 
against divine judgement. God will no longer ignore the 
people’s errancy (“never again pass them by”, v. 8). He will 
destroy both the “high places” (v. 9, mountain-top altars 
where early Israel, and pagans, worshipped) and 
“sanctuaries” dedicated to him. He, via the Assyrians, will 
end Jeroboam’s line “with the sword”. 
“Bethel” (v. 10) was the principal northern shrine to God, and 
“Amaziah” was the royal priest there. To the king, he accuses 
Amos of treason, for upsetting civil order. He quotes Amos 
out of context (v. 11) and banishes Amos to Judah (vv. 12-
13). Amos replies that he is not a professional prophet, paid 
to say what the king wishes to hear, but one called by God 
(v. 15). Because Amaziah has contradicted God’s orders (v. 
16), Israel will be invaded (v. 17): there will be rape, slaughter 
of innocents and plunder; Amaziah (as a priest, keen on 
remaining ritually clean), will be exiled to idolatrous Assyria 
(“an unclean land”).  

Psalm 85:1-2,8-13 
Vv. 1-2 tell of God’s restoration of Israel, probably in 
releasing them from Exile. But times are tough: vv. 4-7 are a 
prayer that God may again show favour – in the present 
difficulties: please, God, “restore us again”; give us life and 
“salvation”. The people returned to a ravaged land. In vv. 8-
13 the psalmist hears God speaking: he will impart blessings 
upon the faithful. They will receive “peace”, shalom, 
godliness, well-being, including “salvation” which is “at 
hand”. In this process, God’s presence and power will be 
apparent. V. 10 says that four of God’s attributes, his gifts to 
humankind, will come together. Then v. 11: human 
“faithfulness”, adherence to God, the ultimate truth, will be 
reciprocated by him. He will give prosperity, materially and 
spiritually. Crops will improve (v. 12) and the people’s 
godliness “will make a path” (v. 13) for his coming.  

Ephesians 1:3-14 
Our reading begins immediately after Paul’s greeting to his 
readers. “Blessed be ...” echoes Jewish and early Christian 
prayers. God has brought us, by way of Christ, “every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places”, blessings in our 
hearts which are unseen and eternal, which bring together 
the physical world and God, “just as” (v. 4, or because) 
(before time) he planned for Christ to come to us, for Christ’s 
followers (us) to be holy, set apart for him, living “in love”, for 
his followers (the church) to be made members of his family 
(“for adoption as his children”, v. 5), and to be able to 
appreciate and reflect the Father’s splendid gifts to us (“to 
the praise ...”, v. 6). God gave this to us freely; it was his will 
and his “pleasure” (v. 5). (After Jesus’ baptism, a voice from 
heaven says “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you, I am 
well pleased.”, Mark 1:11) 
It is through Christ’s death that we are set free, rescued 
(“redemption”, v. 7) and forgiven our deviations from God’s 
ways (“trespasses”). Being now “holy and blameless” (v. 4), 
we have intellectual knowledge of God (“wisdom”, v. 8) and 
are able to apply it (“insight”); so we can know and participate  


