
In vv. 45-52, Jesus walks on water, further demonstrating his 
divine power – here over unruly seas. The fringes on Jesus’ 
cloak (v. 56) show that he obeys God’s commandments. In 
touching his cloak, the sick make him ritually unclean, but 
those who touch him are “healed”, made well – and have 
their sins forgiven. In the following verses, Mark tells us that 
the religious authorities are more concerned with legalistic 
ritual purity than with the needs of the common people.                  
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~ Notices ~ 
Prayers - If you have any particular issue that you would like 
to be prayed for, do please email me on 
frkevinobrien@me.com or call me on 065 672 4721.  
YouTube - our YouTube channel now has 127 subscribers 
and over 180 videos, comprising services, talks and 
sermons. Please do visit the channel by searching 
www.youtube.com/c/clareanglicans and do please subscribe 

Mission Group – I am looking to put a small team together 
to plan for the re-building of our church life, from small regular 
events for church members, to public events such as 
concerts, exhibitions and particularly the celebration of our 
150th anniversary. I shall be tapping on shoulders, but if 
anyone is keen to join – please do let me know. We need 
fresh ideas and fresh heart. 

Readers – This is an invitation to join a rota to give a reading 
in church and/or in the online service. Please do let me know 
if you might like the opportunity to read in church – if you 
haven’t before don’t worry – I am happy to arrange a practice 
session – otherwise, just go for it! 
Burren Walk – We are hoping to reschedule the Burren walk 
now that outdoor activities are possible and most of the 
previous group will also have been vaccinated. Late August 
or early Sept seem likely times. I would be grateful for 
expressions of interest both from the previous list of 
participants but also anyone who would now like to join the 
walk. 

150th Anniversary and beyond – We would be grateful for 
recommendations of musicians/singers and artists would we 
might contact for concerts and exhibitions. 

Kilfenora Cathedral – Just an update that the brief has now 
been given to the consulting architect with the report to be 
completed by end of Oct 2021. More news to follow. 

Summer Garden Party – Sue and I are looking to host a 
garden party/BBQ at the Rectory possibly sometime in 
August. We are vegetarians so we need someone with BBQ 
skills to help run that side of things and we shall invite people 
to bring their own meat and bring and share salads, bread, 
puddings etc. Suggestions as to dates welcome. 

Facebook page: www.facebook.com/clare.anglicans 
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New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, 

copyright © 1989, 1995 National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 

rights reserved worldwide. http://nrsvbibles.org  

 
 

7th Sunday 
after Trinity 

(Year B) 2021 
Readings and Hymns 

Collect Generous God, you give us gifts and make them 
grow: though our faith is small as mustard seed, make it 
grow to your glory and the flourishing of your kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Suggested Hymns 
In conjunction with the online service you might like to 
view these hymns on YouTube - with internet links and 
lyrics so that you can sing along: 

1) Lead us heavenly Father lead us 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OpkEeXWtWg0 
2) The Lord will come and not be slow 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=saaHPgmps-g 
3)  As with gladness men of old 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sp52sx2_GYs 
4)   Sing with all the saints in glory  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FML_usf8NR0 

Jeremiah 23: 1-6 
Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep 
of my pasture! says the Lord. Therefore, thus says the 
Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who 
shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my 
flock, and have driven them away, and you have not 
attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil 
doings, says the Lord. Then I myself will gather the 
remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have 
driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and 
they shall be fruitful and multiply. I will raise up shepherds 
over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear 
any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, 
says the Lord. The days are surely coming, says the Lord, 
when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he 
shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute 
justice and righteousness in the land. In his days Judah 
will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the 
name by which he will be called: ‘The Lord is our 
righteousness.’ 

Psalm 23 
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.  
   He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
he leads me beside still waters;  
   he restores my soul. 
He leads me in right paths 
   for his name’s sake.  
Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 
   I fear no evil; 
for you are with me; 
   your rod and your staff— 
   they comfort me.  
You prepare a table before me 
   in the presence of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil; 
   my cup overflows.  
Surely, goodness and mercy shall follow me 
   all the days of my life, 
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord 
   my whole life long. 

Ephesians 2: 11-22 
So then, remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, 
called ‘the uncircumcision’ by those who are called ‘the 



circumcision’—a physical circumcision made in the flesh 
by human hands— remember that you were at that time 
without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of 
Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having 
no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ 
Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near 
by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace; in his flesh he 
has made both groups into one and has broken down the 
dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. He has 
abolished the law with its commandments and 
ordinances, so that he might create in himself one new 
humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, and 
might reconcile both groups to God in one body through 
the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it. So 
he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off 
and peace to those who were near; for through him both 
of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you 
are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens 
with the saints and also members of the household of 
God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. In 
him the whole structure is joined together and grows into 
a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built 
together spiritually into a dwelling-place for God. 

Mark 6: 30-34, 53-56 
The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that 
they had done and taught. He said to them, ‘Come away 
to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.’ For 
many were coming and going, and they had no leisure 
even to eat. And they went away in the boat to a deserted 
place by themselves. Now many saw them going and 
recognized them, and they hurried there on foot from all 
the towns and arrived ahead of them. As he went ashore, 
he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them, 
because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he 
began to teach them many things. 
When they had crossed over, they came to land at 
Gennesaret and moored the boat. When they got out of 
the boat, people at once recognized him, and rushed 
about that whole region and began to bring the sick on 
mats to wherever they heard he was. And wherever he 
went, into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in 
the market-places, and begged him that they might touch 
even the fringe of his cloak; and all who touched it were 
healed. 

Commentary 
Jeremiah 23:1-6 
In Chapters 21-22, Jeremiah has made prophecies about 
four of the five last kings of Judah. Three of these he 
considers bad, for siding with foreigners. Rather than 
predicting the fate of the last one, Zedekiah, God now speaks 
(through Jeremiah) about an ideal future king. God blames 
Judah’s kings (“shepherds”) for scattering his “sheep”; they 
will be punished “for your evil doings” (v. 2). But God will 
bring the people together again, to perfect safety, and will set 
good kings (“shepherds”, v. 4) over them. Their state will be 
as God originally intended: in the first creation story, God 
commanded humans to “be fruitful and multiply” (v. 3). God 
makes a formal pronouncement (“the days are surely 
coming”, v. 5) when God will “raise up” a godly “Branch” 
(shoot, descendant) of David’s line who will be wise, just and 
godly, ruling over both “Judah” (v. 6) and “Israel”. (Zedekiah 
is alluded to in a wordplay, the Hebrew for “righteousness” 
being tzidkenu.) Later prophets, in dark times of unfaithful 
kings, recalled this ideal rule and promised its realization in 
the future. This led to expecting a new era, when God would 
himself rule the faithful. 

 

Psalm 23 
In the ancient Near East, the king was seen as shepherd (vv. 
1-4) and as host (vv. 5-6). God faithfully provides for his 
sheep, and constantly cares for them. He revives our very 
lives (“soul”, v. 3), and guides us in godly ways (“right paths”). 
Even when beset by evil (“darkest valley”, v. 4), we have 
nothing to fear. God’s “rod” (a defence against wolves and 
lions) protects us; his “staff” (v. 4, for rescuing sheep from 
thickets) guides us. The feast (v. 5) is even more impressive, 
for it is in the presence of his foes. Kings were plenteously 
anointed with oil (a symbol of power and dedication to a holy 
purpose). May God’s “goodness and mercy” (v. 6, steadfast 
love) follow (or pursue) him (as do his enemies) throughout 
his life. He will continue to worship (“dwell ...”) in the Temple 
as long as he lives. 

Ephesians 2:11-22 
The author has reminded his readers that we have our 
saving faith through God’s gift – of our faith and of his love 
for us. Through our faith, we realize that God’s gift exists. 
Being Christ’s, we are to do good works. He now addresses 
himself to those who are “Gentiles by birth” (v. 11). He 
reminds his non-Jewish readers that they were, at one time, 
“without Christ” (v. 12), without hope of union with God, not 
being parties to God’s pacts with Israel. They had no “hope” 
of union with God, and were “without God”, with no true 
knowledge of him. “But now” (v. 13) they, once “far off”, 
distant from God’s ways, have been brought hope through 
the cross (“the blood of Christ”). Christ is what unifies 
Gentiles and Jews; he has made us all one group; he has 
eliminated the enmity between us. (Jews were not permitted 
to have contact with Gentiles, for fear of being defiled 
ritually.) Cultural differences are no longer relevant – what 
matters is that we are “one new humanity” (v. 15): the division 
is gone. Christ has brought the two groups together “in one 
body” (v. 16, the Church). His message was (and is) one of 
“peace” (v. 17) – to Gentiles (“far off”) and to Jews (“near”). 
We both come into his presence (“access”, v. 18) through 
Christ, participating in the action of the Holy Spirit, “to the 
Father”. So we are all fellow members of God’s heavenly and 
earthly community (“saints”, v. 19). (A “household” included 
all: parents, children and slaves.) Christ started this 
“household”; he is the “cornerstone” (v. 20) of it. Those who 
preceded us, “apostles and [Christian] prophets”, laid the 
foundation; it is a sacred “structure” (v. 21), edifice, “temple”, 
the Church, continually growing spiritually. 

Mark 6:30-34,53-56 
In vv. 7-13, Jesus has sent out the disciples, giving them 
authority over evil forces in people. The twelve have 
“proclaimed that all should repent” of their deviations from 
God’s ways; they have “anointed with oil many who were 
sick” and have cured them. After diverting to the story of John 
the Baptist’s death (an example of what discipleship may 
cost), Mark returns to the main story. 
Jesus debriefs the disciples (v. 30). In 3:20, Jesus has no 
time to eat; here (v. 32) neither do the disciples: such is 
Jesus’ popularity as healer and wonder-worker. Note Mark’s 
emphasis on the crowd: many recognize them (vv. 33, 55), 
hurry to meet them as they disembark, are “like sheep 
without a shepherd” (v. 34, aimless, leaderless); they rush 
here and there bringing the sick; they beg Jesus (v. 56). He 
has compassion on them, begins to teach them, and heals 
the sick. 
In vv. 35-44, Jesus feeds five thousand people in this 
“deserted place” (v. 36, literally desert). Jesus says to the 
disciples, “You give them something to eat”. He continues to 
train them to carry out his mission, but they take what he says 
literally. This event recalls God’s feeding his people in the 
wilderness; it points forward to their expectation of life in 
God’s kingdom: a banquet at which the Messiah will preside. 


