
~ Notices ~ 
Prayers - If you have any particular issue that you would like 
to be prayed for, do please email me on 
frkevinobrien@me.com or call me on 065 672 4721.  
YouTube - our YouTube channel now has 128 subscribers 
and over 180 videos, comprising services, talks and 
sermons. Please do visit the channel by searching 
www.youtube.com/c/clareanglicans and do please subscribe 

Mission Group – I am looking to put a small team together 
to plan for the re-building of our church life, from small regular 
events for church members, to public events such as 
concerts, exhibitions and particularly the celebration of our 
150th anniversary. I shall be tapping on shoulders, but if 
anyone is keen to join – please do let me know. We need 
fresh ideas and fresh heart. 

Readers – This is an invitation to join a rota to give a reading 
in church and/or in the online service. Please do let me know 
if you might like the opportunity to read in church – if you 
haven’t before don’t worry – I am happy to arrange a practice 
session – otherwise, just go for it! 
Burren Walk – We are hoping to reschedule the Burren walk 
now that outdoor activities are possible and most of the 
previous group will also have been vaccinated. Late August 
or early Sept seem likely times. I would be grateful for 
expressions of interest both from the previous list of 
participants but also anyone who would now like to join the 
walk. 

150th Anniversary and beyond – We would be grateful for 
recommendations of musicians/singers and artists would we 
might contact for concerts and exhibitions. 

Kilfenora Cathedral – Just an update that the brief has now 
been given to the consulting architect with the report to be 
completed by end of Oct 2021. More news to follow. 

Summer Garden Party – Sue and I are looking to host a 
garden party/BBQ at the Rectory possibly sometime in 
August. We are vegetarians so we need someone with BBQ 
skills to help run that side of things and we shall invite people 
to bring their own meat and bring and share salads, bread, 
puddings etc. Suggestions as to dates welcome. 

Spanish Point – This is to confirm that we shall move to 
summer pattern of services for August, ie a service each 
Sunday at 9.30am. The Rector will continue to lead the 
service on the 1st and 3rd Sunday, and Readers will cover the 
other Sundays. 
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8th Sunday 
after Trinity 

(Year B) 2021 
Readings and Hymns 

Collect:  Lord God, your Son set aside the riches of 
heaven and was poor for our sake: when we prosper save 
us from pride, when we are needy save us from despair, 
that we may trust in you alone; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen 

Suggested Hymns 
In conjunction with the online service you might like to 
view these hymns on YouTube - with internet links and 
lyrics so that you can sing along: 

1) The Church of Christ in every age 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zBUAQKGyc5A 
2) Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dTKIqmdfHSk 
3)  Come down, O Love divine 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fIvKDgktutI 
4)   Guide me, O thou great Redeemer 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y3NmfmVGblw 

2 Kings 4: 42-44 
A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the 
first fruits to the man of God: twenty loaves of barley and 
fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said, ‘Give it to the 
people and let them eat.’ But his servant said, ‘How can I 
set this before a hundred people?’ So he repeated, ‘Give 
it to the people and let them eat, for thus says the Lord, 
“They shall eat and have some left.” ’ He set it before 
them, they ate, and had some left, according to the word 
of the Lord. 

Psalm 145.10-19 
All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord, 
   and all your faithful shall bless you.  
They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom, 
   and tell of your power,  
to make known to all people your mighty deeds, 
   and the glorious splendour of your kingdom.  
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 
   and your dominion endures throughout all generations.  
The Lord is faithful in all his words, 
   and gracious in all his deeds.  
The Lord upholds all who are falling, 
   and raises up all who are bowed down.  
The eyes of all look to you, 
   and you give them their food in due season.  
You open your hand, 
   satisfying the desire of every living thing.  
The Lord is just in all his ways, 
   and kind in all his doings.  
The Lord is near to all who call on him, 
   to all who call on him in truth.  
He fulfils the desire of all who fear him; 
   he also hears their cry, and saves them. 

Ephesians 3: 14-21 
I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every 
family in heaven and on earth takes its name. I pray that, 
according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you 
may be strengthened in your inner being with power 
through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in 
love. I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, 



with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and 
height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that 
surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all 
the fullness of God. 
Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to 
accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or 
imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
to all generations, for ever and ever. Amen.  

John 6: 1-21 
After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of 
Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias.  A large crowd 
kept following him, because they saw the signs that he 
was doing for the sick. Jesus went up the mountain and 
sat down there with his disciples. Now the Passover, the 
festival of the Jews, was near. When he looked up and 
saw a large crowd coming towards him, Jesus said to 
Philip, ‘Where are we to buy bread for these people to 
eat?’ He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he 
was going to do. Philip answered him, ‘Six months’ 
wages* would not buy enough bread for each of them to 
get a little.’ One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother, said to him, ‘There is a boy here who has five 
barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so 
many people?’ Jesus said, ‘Make the people sit down.’ 
Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they 
sat down, about five thousand in all. Then Jesus took the 
loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed 
them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much 
as they wanted. When they were satisfied, he told his 
disciples, ‘Gather up the fragments left over, so that 
nothing may be lost.’ So they gathered them up, and from 
the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who 
had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. When the people 
saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, ‘This is 
indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.’ 
When Jesus realized that they were about to come and 
take him by force to make him king, he withdrew again to 
the mountain by himself. 
When evening came, his disciples went down to the lake, 
got into a boat, and started across the lake to Capernaum. 
It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. The 
lake became rough because a strong wind was blowing. 
When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw 
Jesus walking on the lake and coming near the boat, and 
they were terrified. But he said to them, ‘It is I; do not be 
afraid.’ Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and 
immediately the boat reached the land towards which they 
were going. 

Commentary 
2 Kings 
The two books of Kings were originally one. They continue 
the story of the monarchy begun in 1-2 Samuel. 1 Kings 
begins with the enthronement of Solomon and the death of 
David. 2 Kings continues the story of the monarchies of Israel 
and Judah. It covers the period from about 850 BC to about 
585 BC. During this period, Israel fell to the Assyrians (in 721 
BC) and Judah to the Babylonians (586 BC). While these 
books read like a political history - in which some kings are 
judged good and others bad - they trace the apostasy that 
led to the loss of national identity and autonomy. 

Psalm 145:1-5,17-21 
This is a hymn summarizing the characteristics of God. It is 
in acrostic form, making it easy to memorize: each verse in 
Hebrew begins with a successive letter of the alphabet. Vv. 
1-3 are the psalmist’s personal expression of praise. In v. 4, 
he expands to speaking of descendants, of passing on 
knowledge and experience of God. God is known for his 

“wondrous works” (v. 5). In vv. 8-20, he expands still further, 
to “all people” (v. 12). Vv. 8-9 mention his love, vv. 10-13a 
his kingship over all, vv. 14-20 of his care of all in need. 
Responsiveness to his call brings protection (v. 20a) but 
those who oppose his ways will be destroyed. Finally, v. 21 
combines the personal commitment to God with that of “all 
flesh”. 

Ephesians 3:14-21 
The author, writing in Paul’s name, has told us of Paul’s 
insistence on Gentiles being the equal of Jews in the Church. 
He has written: “Gentiles have become fellow heirs” (v. 6), 
members of the same Church as Jews, sharers in Christ’s 
saving activity, as part of God’s plan. Because of his (Gentile) 
readers’ “faith in the Lord Jesus and ... [their] love toward all 
the saints” ( 1:15) and because they are sharers in the 
“boundless riches of Christ” (v. 8) and should not “lose heart 
over ... [his] sufferings” (v. 13), he now prays to the Father 
(v. 14), kneeling in solemnity, to God the source of life itself, 
of very existence (“name”, v. 15). (In Greek, patria, “family” 
is a pun on pater, “Father”, v. 14.) 
His prayer includes four petitions: 
for inward strengthening (“inner being”, v. 16) through the 
Spirit; for the Risen Jesus to be the source of (“rooted”, v. 
17), and basis for (“grounded”), their outward expression of 
love; that God may give them the power to understand (as 
all can) the totality of Christ’s love (v. 18 – or of God’s saving 
plan for humans); and to so know Christ’s love that they grow 
into full knowledge of God’s ways (v. 19). 
(Stoic philosophy sought systematized knowledge of all, but 
for Christians experiential knowledge of God’s love is 
infinitely more than this.) The prayer concludes (vv. 20-21) 
with a doxology, praise to God, for whom there are no limits 
to achievement, and whose actions we can in no way limit: 
may his power, shown in Christ, be shown in the Church, in 
its life, for all to see. 

John 6:1-21 
The stories of the feeding of the five thousand and of Jesus 
walking on the water are familiar to us from the other gospels, 
but John presents them a little differently. Most obviously, 
note “Sea of Tiberias” (v. 1): this was the official Roman 
name for the Sea of Galilee. John is concerned to locate the 
events precisely geographically and in time (“Passover”, v. 
4), although “after this” (v. 1, also used elsewhere in the 
book) is somewhat vague. John tells us about certain signs 
(of which these stories are two) which he hopes will 
encourage belief, be a starting point for understanding 
Jesus, and show Christ for who he is. 
The crowds are attracted by Jesus’ miracles (“signs”, v. 2) 
but faith in him is only skin-deep. Note the links to the story 
of the Exodus, of Israel’s deliverance and of the formation of 
the first Israel: the “mountain” (vv. 3, 15, Sinai), Jesus’ 
question to Philip and his answer (vv. 5-7, like Moses’ 
question to God and God’s answer – when God gives the 
people meat to eat), and feeding the crowd (vv. 11-13, like 
the gift of manna in the wilderness.) Philip thinks in material 
terms, as did Moses (v. 7), but Andrew is more resourceful 
(vv. 8-9). “Barley loaves” were the food of the poor. 
V. 11 looks forward to the Last Supper; “given thanks” 
translates eucharistesas. In v. 14, the people misunderstand 
who Jesus is; they believe him to be “the prophet”. (In 
Deuteronomy 18:18, God tells Moses that he will raise a 
prophet like Moses who will speak what God commands. By 
Jesus’ time, people expected a prophet to come to usher in 
the age to come, the messianic age.) The people want to 
make him a king, a political Messiah, but Jesus refuses (v. 
15). Note “Jesus had not yet come to them” (v. 17): John 
assumes that his readers already know the story. In v. 20, “It 
is I” translates the Greek phrase ego eimi – the words which 
God uses to identify himself to Moses in the Greek translation 
of Exodus 3:14.                           © 1996-2021 Chris Haslam 


