
The people’s words: 
allude to God’s satisfaction with creation (v. 37b, Genesis 
1:31) and show that the Kingdom of God has begun: v. 37c 
is a quotation from a section of Isaiah on Israel’s glorious 
future. The kingdom of God has already begun! 
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~ Notices ~ 

Sunday 5th Sept RTE Broadcast – A number of 
people have requested that we might watch the 
11.00 service together as it is broadcast. 
Consequently, we shall be showing the service live 
at St Columba’s at 11.00 on Sunday 5th Sept on a 
projection screen. We shall have a shortened set of 
prayers in church at the end of the broadcast to 
conclude. All are warmly invited to attend. 
A link to the online version of the service will also be 
posted later in the day to our Facebook and 
YouTube subscribers. 
Prayers - If you have any particular issue that you would like 
to be prayed for, do please email me on 
frkevinobrien@me.com or call me on 065 672 4721.  
Spanish Point – This is to confirm that we shall continue the 
summer pattern of services for September, ie a service each 
Sunday at 9.30am. The Rector will continue to lead the 
service on the 1st and 3rd Sunday, and Readers will cover the 
other Sundays. 

Readers – This is an invitation to join a rota to give a reading 
in church and/or in the online service. Please do let me know 
if you might like the opportunity to read in church – if you 
haven’t before don’t worry – I am happy to arrange a practice 
session – otherwise, just go for it! 
Burren Walk – We are hoping to reschedule the Burren walk 
now that outdoor activities are possible and most of the 
previous group will also have been vaccinated. Late August 
or early Sept seem likely times. I would be grateful for 
expressions of interest both from the previous list of 
participants but also anyone who would now like to join the 
walk. 

Mission Group – I am looking to put a small team together 
to plan for the re-building of our church life, from small regular 
events for church members, to public events such as 
concerts, exhibitions and particularly the celebration of our 
150th anniversary. I shall be tapping on shoulders, but if 
anyone is keen to join – please do let me know. We need 
fresh ideas and fresh heart. 

Summer Garden Party – Sue and I are looking to host a 
garden party/BBQ at the Rectory possibly sometime in 
August. We are vegetarians so we need someone with BBQ 
skills to help run that side of things and we shall invite people 
to bring their own meat and bring and share salads, bread, 
puddings etc. Suggestions as to dates welcome. 

Facebook page: www.facebook.com/clare.anglicans 

Rector: Email: frkevinobrien@me.com     Tel 065 672 4721 
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14th Sunday 
after Trinity 

(Year B) 2021 
Readings and Hymns 

Collect:  O Lord, let your merciful 
ears be open to the prayers of your humble servants and 
grant that what they ask may be in accord with your 
gracious will; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen 
Online service: This week there are no suggested hymns as 
the online service, which is also the RTE Channel 1 11.00am 
service, features hymns and other music. The link to the 
service will be given on our Facebook page and website -  
please also see our YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/c/clareanglicans 

Readings 
Proverbs 22: 1-2, 8-9, 22-23 
A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, 
   and favour is better than silver or gold.  
The rich and the poor have this in common: 
   the Lord is the maker of them all.  
Whoever sows injustice will reap calamity, 
   and the rod of anger will fail.  
Those who are generous are blessed, 
   for they share their bread with the poor.  
Do not rob the poor because they are poor, 
   or crush the afflicted at the gate;  
for the Lord pleads their cause 
   and despoils of life those who despoil them. 

Psalm 125 
  Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, ♦ 
   which cannot be moved, but stands fast for ever. 
  As the hills stand about Jerusalem, ♦ 
   so the Lord stands round about his people, 
      from this time forth for evermore. 
  The sceptre of wickedness shall not hold sway 
      over the land allotted to the righteous, ♦ 
   lest the righteous turn their hands to evil. 
  Do good, O Lord, to those who are good, ♦ 
   and to those who are true of heart. 
  Those who turn aside to crooked ways 
      the Lord shall take away with the evildoers; ♦ 
   but let there be peace upon Israel. 

James 2: 1-10, 11-13,14-17 
My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favouritism 
really believe in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ? For if a 
person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your 
assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, 
and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and 
say, ‘Have a seat here, please’, while to the one who is poor 
you say, ‘Stand there’, or, ‘Sit at my feet’,* have you not made 
distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil 
thoughts? Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not 
God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be 
heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those who love 
him? But you have dishonoured the poor. Is it not the rich 
who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? Is it 
not they who blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked 
over you? 
You do well if you really fulfil the royal law according to the 
scripture, ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’ But if 
you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the 
law as transgressors. For whoever keeps the whole law but 
fails in one point has become accountable for all of it. For the 
one who said, ‘You shall not commit adultery’, also said, ‘You 
shall not murder.’  



Now if you do not commit adultery but if you murder, you 
have become a transgressor of the law. So speak and so act 
as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. For 
judgement will be without mercy to anyone who has shown 
no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgement. 
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have 
faith but do not have works? Can faith save you? If a brother 
or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says 
to them, ‘Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill’, and yet 
you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? 
So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 

Mark 7: 24-37 
From there he set out and went away to the region of Tyre. 
He entered a house and did not want anyone to know he was 
there. Yet he could not escape notice, but a woman whose 
little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about 
him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. Now the 
woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged 
him to cast the demon out of her daughter. He said to her, 
‘Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the 
children’s food and throw it to the dogs.’ But she answered 
him, ‘Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s 
crumbs.’ Then he said to her, ‘For saying that, you may go—
the demon has left your daughter.’ So she went home, found 
the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 
Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way 
of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the 
Decapolis. They brought to him a deaf man who had an 
impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his 
hand on him. He took him aside in private, away from the 
crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and 
touched his tongue. Then looking up to heaven, he sighed 
and said to him, ‘Ephphatha’, that is, ‘Be opened.’ And 
immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, 
and he spoke plainly. Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; 
but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they 
proclaimed it. They were astounded beyond measure, 
saying, ‘He has done everything well; he even makes the 
deaf to hear and the mute to speak.’ 

Commentary 
Proverbs 22:1-2,8-9,22-23 
A proverb is a pithy statement expressing some truth in a 
striking and memorable way. This book is mostly instructions 
given by a scholar (or father) to a student (or son) on how to 
lead a moral life, with proper respect for God. Life involves 
choices; it is important that one be informed, trained and 
persuaded to make the right ones. The objective of life is 
attainment of wisdom, i.e. integrity in God’s eyes. V. 4 says: 
“The reward for humility and fear of the Lord is riches and 
honour and life”. 
Now v. 1: a “good name” (reputation) matters more than 
wealth; “favour” (being esteemed) is also more valuable. But 
God’s creative activity matters much more than achievement 
of wealth. Vv. 8-9 contrast the evil doers and the “generous”, 
the kindly. Behaving in an unjust (ungodly) way leads to 
“calamity” (the Revised English Bible says “trouble”); God’s 
anger, his wrath, will destroy the ungodly. (One reaps what 
one sows.) But those who are “generous” are “blessed”, held 
in high esteem by God and honoured by him, because they 
share. V. 22 cautions against robbing (in the broadest sense) 
those who are helpless (“poor”), and ill-treating a “poor 
wretch in court” (REB). 
(The law courts were at the city gates.) Why? Because, in an 
ultimate sense, God is on the side of the underdog: he will 
“rob of life those who rob them” (REB), either by making the 
oppressors’ lives miserable or by shortening their lives. 

Psalm 125 
The superscription is A Song of Ascents: this psalm was 
probably sung by pilgrims travelling up to Jerusalem. The 
solidity of “Mount Zion” is seen as symbolic of the certitude 
enjoyed by God’s people of his continuing care for them. The 

promised “land” (v. 3) was “allotted to the righteous” (those 
living in God’s ways) when they entered it after the exodus. 
Ungodly rulers of Israel (“sceptre”) – either Israelite or foreign 
– will no longer rule the land (or “wickedness” will disappear), 
removing the temptation for the godly to succumb to evil. V. 
4 is a prayer: may God give goodness to the faithful. V. 5a 
warns: those who deviate from God’s ways will be treated as 
“evildoers”: their fate will be horrible. Hopefully, this will not 
affect Israel; she will have “peace”. 

James 2:1-10,(11-13),14-17 
The author has exhorted his readers to “be doers of the word, 
and not merely hearers” ( 1:22) of the gospel. He has taken 
caring for widows and orphans as an example. Now he 
expands on the responsibility of Christians to the 
disadvantaged. He challenges his audience: is your 
“favouritism”, your partiality, consistent with belief in Christ, 
who in his glory makes nonsense of distinctions based on 
status? He gives an example (vv. 2-3): if a stranger “comes 
into” your worship “assembly” don’t you offer him a better 
seat if he is well dressed? You judge by appearances; you 
discriminate. But, he says (v. 5): remember Jesus’ 
preference for the poor; they will have faith and inherit “the 
kingdom”. Your conduct is the opposite of God’s! (v. 6a) 
Perhaps he addresses the poor in vv. 6b-7. We are baptised 
into Jesus’ name in baptism; his name is “invoked” over us. 
To discriminate against the baptised, God’s people, is to 
“blaspheme” Christ’s character and “name”. 
Then v. 8: the readers will fully comply with God’s law, “the 
royal law” revealed by Christ, if they keep the commandment 
Jesus called the “greatest and first” (Matthew 22:38): to “love 
one’s neighbour as yourself”. You break the law if you show 
“partiality” (v. 9), discriminate. Failing to love in any way 
makes one totally “accountable” (v. 10, literally: guilty). V. 11 
is an example from the Ten Commandments. 
Make the commandment of love, that gives freedom, your 
guide to conduct (v. 12). The person who fails to show 
compassion in life will be shown “no mercy” (v. 13) at 
Judgement Day, but one who is kindly will be treated 
compassionately. Then v. 14: what sense is there to claiming 
to “have faith” (freely accepting God’s saving revelation) if 
you don’t do God’s will? Claiming such will not save you! For 
example (vv. 15-16), words alone do not suffice when 
material help is needed. V. 17 summarizes: faith must be 
living, accompanied by actions, else it is useless. 

Mark 7:24-37 
In Galilee, Jesus has challenged official Judaism over the 
authority of non-biblical traditions and has taught that ritual 
purity is irrelevant. He now travels to the coast (“Tyre”), a 
largely Gentile area. The “woman” (v. 26) is Gentile by birth 
and of non-Jewish origin; she seeks healing for her daughter 
who (at least in contemporary understanding) is possessed 
by evil. In Jesus’ statement (v. 27), the “children” are 
presumably Jews; Jewish writers sometimes referred to 
Gentiles as “dogs”. Jesus says that he comes principally to 
Jews, but note that both Jews and Gentiles are at or near the 
table. The woman’s witty retort (v. 28) shows that she has 
faith in him: there is a place for non-Jews in God’s plan. 
Jesus accepts her claim (v. 29). The daughter is completely 
cured (v. 30). After a circuitous journey through Gentile 
territory, Jesus heads towards Galilee (v. 31). A man with 
hearing and speech problems is brought to him. (Laying on 
of hands (“hand”, v. 32) is known only in the Qumran, Dead 
Sea, literature and in the Church.) In doing the miracle, Jesus 
uses two symbols, one for deafness and one for speech. He 
touches the man’s tongue with spittle (v. 33). Jesus 
communes with the Father, is moved with compassion 
(“sighed”, v. 34) and orders the healing. The cure is 
immediate and again complete (v. 35). In v. 36a, Jesus hopes 
to avoid a partial understanding of him (as a miracle worker) 
but the good news spreads. 


