
Mark 8:27-38 
Jesus travels north from the Sea of Galilee to the villages 
around Caesarea Philippi, a prominent pagan town. He asks: 
who does popular opinion say I am? There are various 
opinions, but the Messiah is not one of them (v. 28). Now he 
asks the disciples: “who do you say ... I am?” (v. 29). Peter’s 
answer, for the disciples, is pious, but misleading and 
incomplete. Jews expected the Messiah to come in power, to 
free them from Roman domination, but they did not expect 
the Messiah to suffer (v. 31). (Were it to be widely known that 
he is the Messiah, his time on earth might end before he has 
done all that he has come to do.)  
This is the first prediction of Jesus’ Passion. Jesus “must” 
suffer, for it is in God’s plan. Jesus’ mission is now stated 
completely, so he speaks about it “openly” (v. 32). He 
rebukes Peter for his shallowness, seeing his reply as 
inspired by the devil, as not being godly (v. 33). What will 
happen to Jesus has implications for those who follow him: 
we must cast aside self-centeredness (“deny themselves”, v. 
34) and submit to divine authority (as a prisoner submitted to 
Roman authority when he carried the cross-arm to his 
execution); we must be willing to die for the cause – real life, 
true self, comes from God (vv. 35-37); and 
we should not be ashamed of the way he is treated and his 
message in this wayward (“adulterous”, v. 38) world; for such 
an attitude will detract from Christ’s glory, his godly show of 
power, when he comes as judge at the end of the era. 
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~ Notices ~ 

Prayers - If you have any particular issue that you would like 
to be prayed for, do please email me on 
frkevinobrien@me.com or call me on 065 672 4721.  
Spanish Point – This is to confirm that we shall continue the 
summer pattern of services for September, ie a service each 
Sunday at 9.30am. The Rector will continue to lead the 
service on the 1st and 3rd Sunday, and Readers will cover the 
other Sundays. 

Readers – This is an invitation to join a rota to give a reading 
in church and/or in the online service. Please do let me know 
if you might like the opportunity to read in church – if you 
haven’t before don’t worry – I am happy to arrange a practice 
session – otherwise, just go for it! 
Burren Walk – We are hoping to reschedule the Burren walk 
now that outdoor activities are possible and most of the 
previous group will also have been vaccinated. Late August 
or early Sept seem likely times. I would be grateful for 
expressions of interest both from the previous list of 
participants but also anyone who would now like to join the 
walk. 

Mission Group – I am looking to put a small team together 
to plan for the re-building of our church life, from small regular 
events for church members, to public events such as 
concerts, exhibitions and particularly the celebration of our 
150th anniversary. I shall be tapping on shoulders, but if 
anyone is keen to join – please do let me know. We need 
fresh ideas and fresh heart. 

Facebook page: www.facebook.com/clare.anglicans 

Rector: Email: frkevinobrien@me.comTel: 065 672 4721 
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15th Sunday 
after Trinity 

(Year B) 2021 
Readings and Hymns 

Collect:  Lord Jesus Christ, our support and defence in 
every need, continue to preserve your Church in safety, 
govern her by your goodness, and bless her with your 
peace; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 

Suggested Hymns: In conjunction with the online service 
you might like to view these hymns on YouTube - with 
internet links and lyrics so that you can sing along: 

1)  Will You Come and Follow Me? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zk6IUalJ3sk 
2) O Jesus I have promised 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UU_cev2ri90&t=8s 
3) There is a Redeemer 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G0LA3GvAUGU 
4)   Thy hand O God has Guided 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TGyNPrQ5rpk 

Isaiah 50.4-9a 
The Lord God has given me 
   the tongue of a teacher, 
that I may know how to sustain 
   the weary with a word. 
Morning by morning he wakens— 
   wakens my ear 
   to listen as those who are taught.  
The Lord God has opened my ear, 
   and I was not rebellious, 
   I did not turn backwards.  
I gave my back to those who struck me, 
   and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
I did not hide my face 
   from insult and spitting.  
The Lord God helps me; 
   therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like flint, 
   and I know that I shall not be put to shame;  
   he who vindicates me is near. 
Who will contend with me? 
   Let us stand up together. 
Who are my adversaries? 
   Let them confront me.  
It is the Lord God who helps me; 
   who will declare me guilty? 
All of them will wear out like a garment; 
   the moth will eat them up. 

Psalm 116 
I love the Lord, because he has heard 
   my voice and my supplications.  
Because he inclined his ear to me, 
   therefore I will call on him as long as I live.  
The snares of death encompassed me; 
   the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; 
   I suffered distress and anguish.  
Then I called on the name of the Lord: 
   ‘O Lord, I pray, save my life!’  
Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; 
   our God is merciful.  
The Lord protects the simple; 
   when I was brought low, he saved me.  
 



Return, O my soul, to your rest, 
   for the Lord has dealt bountifully with you.  
For you have delivered my soul from death, 
   my eyes from tears, 
   my feet from stumbling. 

James 3.1-12 
Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers 
and sisters, for you know that we who teach will be judged 
with greater strictness. For all of us make many mistakes. 
Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, 
able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. If we 
put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, 
we guide their whole bodies. Or look at ships: though they 
are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet 
they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will 
of the pilot directs. So also the tongue is a small member, 
yet it boasts of great exploits. 
How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! And the 
tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among our members 
as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire 
the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. For 
every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea 
creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the 
human species, but no one can tame the tongue—a 
restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless the 
Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are made 
in the likeness of God. From the same mouth come 
blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought 
not to be so. Does a spring pour forth from the same 
opening both fresh and brackish water? Can a fig tree, my 
brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No 
more can salt water yield fresh. 

Mark 8.27-38 
Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of 
Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his disciples, 
‘Who do people say that I am?’ And they answered him, 
‘John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one 
of the prophets.’ He asked them, ‘But who do you say that 
I am?’ Peter answered him, ‘You are the Messiah.’ 
And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must 
undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the 
chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three 
days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter 
took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and 
looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get 
behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on 
divine things but on human things.’ 
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, 
‘If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For 
those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who 
lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, 
will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole 
world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in 
return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of 
my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them 
the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in 
the glory of his Father with the holy angels.’ 

Commentary 
Isaiah 50:4-9a 
The part of Isaiah written in exile (Chapters 40-55) contains 
four servant songs, sections that interrupt the flow of the book 
but have a unity within themselves. The first ( 42:1-7) begins 
“Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen ...”; in the 
second ( 49:1-7) the servant, abused and humiliated, is 
commissioned anew; in the third (our passage) he is 
disciplined and strengthened by suffering; and in the fourth  

(52:17-53:12) even the Gentiles are in awesome 
contemplation before the suffering and rejected servant. In 
late Judaism, he was seen as the perfect Israelite, one of 
supreme holiness, a messiah. In the gospels, Jesus identifies 
himself as the servant (or slave), the one who frees all 
people. In vv. 4-6, God has “opened my ear”; he has 
commissioned the servant as one who is taught, i.e. like a 
disciple. God has made him a “teacher” (a prophet) of the 
“word” of God, to bring God’s comfort to “the weary”, his 
fellow Israelites – who reject God.  
He has accepted this command: he is not “rebellious”. They 
have tortured him (v. 6), as they did prophets before him, but 
he has accepted their “insult and spitting”. In vv. 7-9a, in 
courtroom language, the servant says that, because God 
helps him, he is not disgraced; he confidently accepts the 
suffering (“set my face like flint”), and will not be put to 
shame. God will prove him right (“vindicates”, v. 8). He is 
willing to face his “adversaries”, his accusers – for the godly 
to “stand up together” with him against the ungodly. He is 
confident that, with God’s help, none will find (“declare”, v. 9) 
declare him guilty. 

Psalm 116:1-9 
The psalmist loves God for hearing him when he has prayed 
to him, whenever he has sought him out. God’s past 
responsiveness will lead him to seek God’s help lifelong. He 
recalls a time when he was physically, mentally and/or 
spiritually ill (v. 3). He felt trapped, as though “snares of 
death” had grabbed hold of him, dragging him towards the 
grave. (Birds were caught in snares, large nets.) He felt life, 
even his soul, his very being, slipping away from him. 
(“Sheol” was the place of the dead where people retained 
only a semblance of life.) But then, he tells those present 
(possibly in the Temple): I called out to God to save me (v. 
4). God protects those who approach him in humility (“the 
simple”, v. 6). In the psalmist’s case, his sickness brought 
him to this state. When restored by God, he was able to 
assure his soul that it was safe to return to him; God has 
given to him generously (v. 7). God has rescued him from 
“death” (v. 8), or at least from sorrow and deviation from his 
ways. (Physical and spiritual illness were seen as closely 
connected.) Finally, he vows that he will be actively godly (v. 
9). 

James 3:1-12 
The author is a teacher (“we who teach”) and so has written 
this book, a treatise on Christian conduct. The code of ethics 
for teachers is stricter than for others. V. 2 says: he or she 
“who makes no mistakes” lives a “perfect” Christian moral 
life, but none of us achieve this. The tongue is small, as are 
the horse’s bit (v. 3) and the ship’s “rudder” (v. 4), but through 
this small part of the whole, the teacher, rider and pilot guide 
– and exercise will. Teachers are tempted to boast (v. 5b). 
Any deviation from the truth taught by a teacher can have 
horrific consequences! The meaning of v. 6 is obscure; 
perhaps it is saying: the tongue can be used evilly; when it is, 
it adds to the evil in an already corrupt world, affecting all 
humankind. An Old Testament wisdom book says that, were 
it not for sin, we would not die. 
The “cycle of nature” is successive generations: a person is 
born and later dies. The devil is the agent of evil; hence the 
“tongue ... is ... set on fire by hell”. During creation, animals 
were given to us to tame (v. 7), but the tongue cannot be 
tamed: it is capable of continually spreading evil, perhaps like 
a poisonous snake (v. 8). It can be used for good and for evil: 
we honour God with it, but we also curse fellow humans 
(“made in the likeness of God”, v. 9). It should only be used 
for good. In nature, any one “spring” (v. 11) only produces 
good or bad water. Fig trees and grapevines only yield what 
God has intended – so we should only speak good. The devil 
(“salt water”, v. 12) only yields evil. 


