
Jesus answers: you do not know the implications of what you 
ask. In the Old Testament, one’s “cup” (v. 38) is one’s lot 
assigned by God, be it blessing or condemnation. Here, 
Jesus is speaking of his suffering and death. To be baptised 
with Jesus’ baptism is to share fully in God’s ways. James 
and John confidently answer yes (v. 39) and accept all the 
consequences. Only the Father knows whom he has called to 
special places in the kingdom. 
Jesus tells all the disciples: pagan authority depends on 
power and force (v. 42) but for disciples, it is different (v. 43): 
to be “great” now and in the kingdom (“become”, v. 43 and 
“be”, v. 44) one must serve others; to be “first”, one must 
serve even more humbly, as a “slave”. Jesus, the “Son of 
Man” (v. 45), in his voluntary abasement, is the example: he 
gave even his life for the freedom of others, gaining their 
release from punishment and death for their sins. 
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~ Notices ~ 
Concerts – Two concerts are scheduled for October and one 
for November so far: 

Sat 23rd Oct - 7.00pm - Clare Music Makers Teachers 
Concert. St Columba’s Church, Ennis 

Sun 30th October 7.15pm – ‘Harping on’ with famed guitarist 
Steve Cooney, five harpists and others. St Columba’s 
Church, Ennis, Tickets €10 from Custy’s, Ennis or 
www.eventbrite.ie 

27th November 7.30pm – Regina Nathan – ticket details to 
be confirmed. 

Prayers - If you have any particular issue that you would like 
to be prayed for, do please email me on 
frkevinobrien@me.com or call me on 065 672 4721.  
Advent Course – For those who remember back to February 
of 2020, we had started the course ‘Living the Questions’, 
and we rudely interrupted by the pandemic. Depending upon 
interest expressed, I intend to start again this November as 
an Advent course, to be held in the parish room of St 
Columba’s (rather larger for social distancing than the 
Rectory). Please indicate on the sign-up sheet whether you 
would like to join us – we can always come back to the 
Rectory in the New Year. 

Harvest – We shall be keeping Harvest Communion 
Services this year on Sunday 24th October at both 
Kilnasoolagh and St Columba’s, Ennis. Whilst it will be a 
more subdued celebration this year, we can still give thanks 
for the resurgence of community life this Autumn, the hard 
work of farming, retail and distribution industries during the 
last long months of pandemic, and the hope of better days to 
come. 

Christmas – Whilst the Christmas Tree Festival cannot 
proceed this year (although we need to start planning for 
Christmas 2022 – it is too important to lose) we need to start 
planning and preparing for Christmas celebrations for 2021. 
A Carol service of some kind will be possible, whether it 
features a small ensemble singing, or full congregation with 
maskes, or musicians playing instrumental versions. I am 
asking either for volunteers to play or for recommendations 
of friends/family who might play as part of a team of 
musicians for a ‘Carols around the Christmas Tree’ event. 
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20th Sunday 
after Trinity 

(Year B) 2021 
Readings and Hymns 

Collect: God, our light and our salvation: illuminate our 
lives, that we may see your goodness in the land of the 
living, and looking on your beauty may be changed into 
the likeness of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Suggested Hymns: In conjunction with the online service 
you might like to view these hymns on YouTube - with 
internet links and lyrics so that you can sing along: 

1)  My song is love unknown 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Iv7OZSoA22w 
2) Through all the changing scenes of life 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ox1r0OzIwoo 
3) Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OpkEeXWtWg0 
4)   Praise, my soul, the King of heaven 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-xPcFd-4P8o 

Isaiah 53:4-12 
Surely he has borne our infirmities 
   and carried our diseases; 
yet we accounted him stricken, 
   struck down by God, and afflicted.  
But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
   crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 
   and by his bruises we are healed.  
All we like sheep have gone astray; 
   we have all turned to our own way, 
and the Lord has laid on him 
   the iniquity of us all.  
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
   yet he did not open his mouth; 
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
   and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
   so he did not open his mouth.  
By a perversion of justice he was taken away. 
   Who could have imagined his future? 
For he was cut off from the land of the living, 
   stricken for the transgression of my people.  
They made his grave with the wicked 
   and his tomb with the rich, 
although he had done no violence, 
   and there was no deceit in his mouth.  
Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him with pain. 
When you make his life an offering for sin, 
   he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; 
through him the will of the Lord shall prosper.  
   Out of his anguish he shall see light; 
he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. 
   The righteous one,  
   my servant, shall make many righteous, 
   and he shall bear their iniquities.  
Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, 
   and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 
because he poured out himself to death, 
   and was numbered with the transgressors; 
yet he bore the sin of many, 
   and made intercession for the transgressors. 
 
 
 



Psalm 91.9-16 
Because you have made the Lord your refuge, 
   the Most High your dwelling-place,  
no evil shall befall you, 
   no scourge come near your tent.  
For he will command his angels concerning you 
   to guard you in all your ways.  
On their hands they will bear you up, 
   so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.  
You will tread on the lion and the adder, 
   the young lion and the serpent 
   you will trample under foot.  
Those who love me, I will deliver; 
   I will protect those who know my name.  
When they call to me, I will answer them; 
   I will be with them in trouble, 
   I will rescue them and honour them.  
With long life I will satisfy them, 
   and show them my salvation. 

Hebrews 5: 1-10 
Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put in 
charge of things pertaining to God on their behalf, to offer 
gifts and sacrifices for sins. He is able to deal gently with 
the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is subject to 
weakness; and because of this he must offer sacrifice for 
his own sins as well as for those of the people. And one 
does not presume to take this honour, but takes it only 
when called by God, just as Aaron was. 
So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high 
priest, but was appointed by the one who said to him, 
‘You are my Son, 
   today I have begotten you’;  
as he says also in another place, 
‘You are a priest for ever, 
   according to the order of Melchizedek.’ 
In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and 
supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who 
was able to save him from death, and he was heard 
because of his reverent submission. Although he was a 
Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; and 
having been made perfect, he became the source of 
eternal salvation for all who obey him, having been 
designated by God a high priest according to the order of 
Melchizedek. 

Mark 10: 35-45 
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to 
him and said to him, ‘Teacher, we want you to do for us 
whatever we ask of you.’ And he said to them, ‘What is it 
you want me to do for you?’ And they said to him, ‘Grant 
us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in 
your glory.’ But Jesus said to them, ‘You do not know what 
you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, 
or be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?’ 
They replied, ‘We are able.’ Then Jesus said to them, ‘The 
cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with 
which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at my 
right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for 
those for whom it has been prepared.’ 
When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with 
James and John. So Jesus called them and said to them, 
‘You know that among the Gentiles those whom they 
recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great 
ones are tyrants over them. But it is not so among you; 
but whoever wishes to become great among you must be 
your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you 
must be slave of all. For the Son of Man came not to be 
served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for 
many.’ 

Commentary 
Isaiah 
This book can be divided into two (and possibly three) parts. 
Chapters 1 to 39 were written before the exile, from about 
740 BC to about 700 BC. These were difficult times for the 
southern kingdom, Judah: a disastrous war was fought with 
Syria; the Assyrians conquered Israel, the northern kingdom, 
in 723 BC, and threatened Judah. Isaiah saw the cause of 
these events as social injustice, which he condemned, and 
against which he fought valiantly. Chapters 40 to 66 were 
written during and after the Exile in Babylon. They are filled 
with a message of trust and confident hope that God will 
soon end the Exile. Some scholars consider that Chapters 
56 to 66 form a third part of the book, written after the return 
to the Promised Land. These chapters speak of hope and 
despair; they berate the people for their sin, for worshipping 
other gods. Like Second Isaiah, this part speaks of the hope 
that God will soon restore Jerusalem to its former glory and 
make a new home for all peoples.  

Psalm 91:1-2,9-16 
Perhaps a priest or temple prophet speaks the opening 
verses of the psalm. Worshippers (the faithful) will trust in God 
to protect them. He will protect them from attacks by demonic 
forces day and night (vv. 3-6); he will shield them as a mother 
hen guards her chicks. Many may succumb to evil forces, but 
not the faithful (v. 7). Those who trust in God will see evildoers 
punished (v. 8). God will ensure that no harm comes to those 
who live a godly life (v. 9). “His angels” (v. 11) will be his 
agents, guarding the faithful in whatever they do. The roads 
of Palestine were rocky so the metaphor in v. 12 is apt. Not 
only will the faithful be safe from accidents, but they will also 
take the offensive in defeating evil (v. 13). God speaks in vv. 
14-16. Knowing God’s name includes realizing that he will 
help those in need. When they seek help, God will “answer 
them”. Perhaps the “long life” (v. 16) is the king’s: political 
uncertainty ensued when a king died. 

Hebrews 5:1-10 
The author has told us that “we have a great high priest” 
(4:14) who has been raised to heaven, namely “Jesus, the 
Son of God”. Now he compares the high priests of Judaism 
with Christ. 
People chose a high priest to lead, on their behalf, in matters 
relating to God, especially the offering of sacrifices for sins. 
(The author writes as though the Temple sacrificial system 
still exists.) A high priest was able to “deal gently” (v. 2, to 
steer a right path between pure emotion and lack of feeling) 
with those who committed unpremeditated sins because he 
himself sinned in this way, being “subject to weakness”; he 
needed to make sacrifice for his own sins too. He did not 
appoint himself; rather, he was appointed by God, as Aaron 
was (v. 4). 
Christ was also appointed by God – at his baptism, when God 
said: “You are my Son ...” (v. 5). Christ also fulfills Psalm 
110:4 (v. 6): unlike other high priests, he is “priest forever”. 
He ranks with “Melchizedek”, the Canaanite priest who 
brought bread and wine to Abram, and blessed him. (In 7:2, 
Melchizedek is said to resemble the Son of God.) During his 
earthly life (“the days of his flesh”, v. 7), Jesus prayed to God 
in anguish (at Gethsemane) to the one who would “save him 
from death”, i.e. resurrect him (bring him back to life). 
Because of his proper respect (“reverent submission”), the 
Father heard him. Although already God’s Son (v. 8), he 
learned a needed human trait, obedience, through suffering. 
His work of salvation complete (“made perfect”, v. 9), he, as 
eternal priest, offers salvation forever to all the obedient, the 
faithful. He is high priest forever. 

Mark 10:35-45 
Earlier (in 9:33-34) the disciples have argued about which of 
them is the greatest. Now two members of the inner circle ask 
a favour of Jesus: they seek positions of special dignity at the 
messianic banquet in heaven at the end of time (v. 37).  


