
~ Notices ~ 
Concerts – Two concerts are scheduled for October and one 
for November so far: 

Sat 23rd Oct - 7.00pm - Clare Music Makers Teachers 
Concert. St Columba’s Church, Ennis 

Sun 30th October 7.15pm – ‘Harping on’ with famed guitarist 
Steve Cooney, five harpists and others. St Columba’s 
Church, Ennis, Tickets €10 from Custy’s, Ennis or 
www.eventbrite.ie 

27th November 7.30pm – Regina Nathan – ticket details to 
be confirmed. 

11th December – Helen Hancock – A Christmas concert - 
ticket details to be confirmed. 

Prayers - If you have any particular issue that you would like 
to be prayed for, do please email me on 
frkevinobrien@me.com or call me on 065 672 4721.  
Advent Course – For those who remember back to February 
of 2020, we had started the course ‘Living the Questions’, 
and we rudely interrupted by the pandemic. Depending upon 
interest expressed, I intend to start again this November as 
an Advent course, to be held in the parish room of St 
Columba’s (rather larger for social distancing than the 
Rectory). Please indicate on the sign-up sheet whether you 
would like to join us – we can always come back to the 
Rectory in the New Year. 

Christmas – Whilst the Christmas Tree Festival cannot 
proceed this year (although we need to start planning for 
Christmas 2022 – it is too important to lose) we need to start 
planning and preparing for Christmas celebrations for 2021. 
A Carol service of some kind will be possible, whether it 
features a small ensemble singing, or full congregation with 
maskes, or musicians playing instrumental versions. I am 
asking either for volunteers to play or for recommendations 
of friends/family who might play as part of a team of 
musicians for a ‘Carols around the Christmas Tree’ event. 
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Harvest 
Sunday  

(Year B) 2021 
Readings and Hymns 

Collect: Eternal God, you crown the year with your 
goodness and give us the fruits of the earth in their 
season: Grant that we may use them to your glory, for the 
relief of those in need and for our own well-being; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Suggested Hymns: In conjunction with the online service 
you might like to view these hymns on YouTube - with 
internet links and lyrics so that you can sing along: 

1)  Come, ye thankful people, come.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t3n7IUCdqAM 
2) For the fruits of all creation 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zbBUFSOkbdM 
3) We plough the fields and scatter 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ha628Pj_Rns 
4)   Forth in Thy Name, O Lord, I Go 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AUVAbXgJyqQ 

Joel 2: 21-27 
Do not fear, O soil; 
be glad and rejoice, 
for the Lord has done great things!  
Do not fear, you animals of the field, 
for the pastures of the wilderness are green; 
the tree bears its fruit, 
the fig tree and vine give their full yield.  
O children of Zion, be glad 
and rejoice in the Lord your God; 
for he has given the early rain for your vindication, 
he has poured down for you abundant rain, 
the early and the later rain, as before.  
The threshing-floors shall be full of grain, 
the vats shall overflow with wine and oil.  
I will repay you for the years 
that the swarming locust has eaten, 
the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, 
my great army, which I sent against you.  
You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, 
and praise the name of the Lord your God, 
who has dealt wondrously with you.  
And my people shall never again be put to shame.  
You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, 
and that I, the Lord, am your God and there is no other. 
And my people shall never again be put to shame. 

Psalm 126 
When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
   we were like those who dream.  
Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 
   and our tongue with shouts of joy; 
then it was said among the nations, 
   ‘The Lord has done great things for them.’  
The Lord has done great things for us, 
   and we rejoiced.  
Restore our fortunes, O Lord, 
   like the watercourses in the Negeb.  
May those who sow in tears 
   reap with shouts of joy.  
Those who go out weeping, 
   bearing the seed for sowing, 
shall come home with shouts of joy, 
   carrying their sheaves. 



I Timothy 2: 1-7 
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and thanksgivings should be made for 
everyone, for kings and all who are in high positions, so 
that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godliness and dignity. This is right and is acceptable in the 
sight of God our Saviour, who desires everyone to be 
saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For 
there is one God; 
   there is also one mediator between God and 
humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, who gave 
himself a ransom for all - this was attested at the right time. 
For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am 
telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles 
in faith and truth. 

Matthew 6: 25-33 
‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you 
will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what 
you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body 
more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they 
neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value 
than they? And can any of you by worrying add a single 
hour to your span of life? And why do you worry about 
clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; 
they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in 
all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God 
so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and 
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more 
clothe you—you of little faith? Therefore do not worry, 
saying, “What will we eat?” or “What will we drink?” or 
“What will we wear?” For it is the Gentiles who strive for 
all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows 
that you need all these things. But strive first for the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be given to you as well. 

Commentary 
Joel 2:21-27 
After stating that his authority is from God ( 1:1), the prophet 
says that what he writes is to be told to future generations. He 
gives a highly realistic account of a plague of locusts. So great 
was the devastation that there were no grapes with which to 
make “sweet wine” ( 1:5) for celebrating a feast. The priests 
are to mourn, for no cereal offerings can be made in the 
Temple – all the crops have been destroyed. Even “joy 
withers away among the people” ( 1:12). This invasion, Joel 
says, is a foretaste of “the day of the Lord” ( 1:15); it is a 
punishment from God. The “pastures” ( 1:19) are as though 
burnt by “fire”. Blow the shofar, the ram’s horn, he says, to 
warn of the approach of the End! ( 2:1) Judah is under attack. 
So thick are the locusts that the sun is obscured – a sign also 
of the end times ( 2:2). The insects, like a conquering army 
on the move, are commanded by God. Can any survive the 
onslaught? ( 2:11) But there is still a chance: if a person 
repents and turns to God, perhaps he will be “gracious and 
merciful” ( 2:13). Again Joel advises blowing the shofar ( 
2:15): to summon the people to a fast. Put off your marriage! 
( 2:16) Priests, intercede for the people: may God spare 
Judah from mockery by other nations, of being thought God-
less ( 2:17). God does forgive; he has “pity on his people” ( 
2:18). He returns fertility to the land, restores Judah to place 
of honour among nations, and destroys the locusts. “Early 
rain” ( 2:23) softened earth parched by the summer heat; it 
made ploughing possible; “later rain”, in April/May, provided 
sustenance for summer crops. Trees again bear fruit ( 2:24). 
God will “repay” ( 2:25) for the destruction by the locusts 
(“hopper ... cutter” – stages are in insect development) sent 
by him. He is still Judah’s God, “in the midst of Israel” ( 2:27), 
the only God. Judgement Day, “the day of the Lord” ( 1:15; 
2:1, 11, 31), will come “afterward” ( 2:28), much later. He will 

grant his power, his “spirit”, to all Judeans, to “sons ...” and 
even to “slaves” ( 2:29). Signs (“portents”, 2:30) will warn of 
the coming of the Day. Then the remnant faithful to God “shall 
be saved” ( 2:32), including those “whom the Lord calls”. 
Fortunes will be reversed ( 3:1-8): those nations who have 
oppressed Judah will be judged adversely. 

Psalm 126 
This is a liturgical song, part of public worship. V. 1a can be 
rendered as When the Lord brought back those who returned 
to Zion . When the people first returned from exile in Babylon, 
they hardly believed their good fortune (“like those who 
dream”). So great was their success that other nations (v. 2) 
recognized God’s mighty works on Israel’s behalf, and the 
people of Israel “rejoiced” (v. 3). But after the initial euphoria, 
life is difficult. Please, God, “restore our fortunes” (v. 4), as 
the land around a normally dry river in the desert (“Negeb”) 
blooms when the water flows. May we, who are sorrowful as 
we sow, gather the harvest in joyfulness – as God once more 
acts on our behalf. 

1 Timothy 2:1-7 
The author has written: “I urge you ... [to] instruct certain 
people not to teach any different doctrine” ( 1:3-4) but rather 
to teach “divine training” (or the plan of salvation) “that is 
known by faith”. He portrays Christian life as being like the 
discipline of servants in a large household. 
Now, at a time when Christians were suspect for not joining 
in worship of Roman gods, an act expected of all, the author 
urges them to pray for “everyone” ( 2:1), including civil 
authorities (“kings ...”, 2:2), so that Christians may live “a quiet 
and peaceable life”, as good citizens yet godly ones. This, he 
says, is in accord with God’s plan, for he wishes “everyone” ( 
2:4) to be saved, through knowledge of Christian “truth”. God 
wills this for:he is the “one God” ( 2:5) for all people; 
the “one mediator”, Christ, shared in being human with all of 
us, and represents us all before the Father, and 
gave his life as the price of freedom (“ransom”, 2:6) for all. 
His life and death were “attested” (shown to be an authentic 
part of the plan) “at the right time”, at the time chosen by God. 
Paul (“I”, 2:7) was “appointed” by God to announce (“herald”) 
this to all, genuinely sent out by him (“apostle”) to teach 
doctrine (“faith”) and the truth about God to everyone. 

Matthew 6:25-33 
This passage is part of the Sermon on the Mount. In v. 24, 
Jesus speaks of the impossibility of serving two masters: one 
cannot love both. “You cannot serve God and wealth”. (Calvin 
wrote that an idol is anything that comes between us and 
God.) A key word in this passage is “worry” (vv. 25, 27, 31). 
The Greek word means be preoccupied with or be absorbed 
by . To be preoccupied with food and appearance is to view 
life much too narrowly. Birds are an example of a proper 
attitude towards food (v. 26): they work hard to find it, but they 
do not store it for possible future shortages. Worry, 
preoccupation, is futile: people desire a long life, but excess 
concern for it will not lengthen it (v. 27). Wild “lilies” (v. 28), 
abundant on Palestinian hillsides but dull brown for much of 
the year, are only brightly coloured for a few weeks. Even 
“Solomon” (v. 29), known for his accumulation of wealth, 
could not compare to their (God-given) beauty. The “grass” 
(v. 30) ends up being “thrown into the oven” as fuel for 
cooking. But if God cares for such plants, how much more will 
he provide for, clothe those who are faithful to him. So do not 
be preoccupied with your physical needs (v. 31). Such 
preoccupation is wrong on two counts:those who do not follow 
Jesus (“Gentiles”, v. 32), not knowing of God’s munificence, 
seek security in possessions; and God knows the needs of 
his people, so worrying about them is to suspect him of 
forgetting or neglecting his people and their needs. Our prime 
objective must be to put God first, to seek union with him, and 
to attain godly integrity (“righteousness”, v. 33). 
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