
Nudity is now embarrassing, for the couple has lost its 
innocent trusting relationship with God ( 3:8). In 3:8-19 God 
metes out punishment for disobeying his order: to the snake: 
it will lack legs and eat dust; to the woman: (a) despite the 
great pain of child-bearing, she will seek to bear more 
children; (b) (in an ancient society) man “shall rule over you”; 
to the man: (a) cultivation will be labourious; (b) he will die, 
returning to “dust”; and to all three: humans and snakes will 
be enemies. Thus are explained some basic facts of life. But 
sin has not changed God’s intent: Eve is “mother of all living” 
( 3:20) and God protects the couple by making “garments” ( 
3:21) for them. To protect them from exceeding human 
limitations and becoming like gods, he expels them from 
Eden, into the ordinary world. 

Psalm 65 
“All flesh” (v. 2), people of all classes, praise God for the 
harvest. He answers prayers and forgives. Those whom he 
chooses (v. 4) he brings to worship in the Temple (“your 
courts”, “house”). His “goodness” is his presence there and 
his gifts, especially rain. He saves us by his actions in the 
world; all people everywhere hope in him and praise him (vv. 
5b, 8b). Vv. 6-8 praise him for his creative act; then he 
overcame chaos; now he keeps it at bay. Freedom from 
invasion (“silence ... tumult”) makes farming possible. He 
makes the land fertile (vv. 9-13). The “river of God”, the 
reservoir ancients thought to lie above the firmament, the 
giant pudding bowl over the earth, is the source of rain; he 
provides it for planting “grain” (v. 13). “Pastures” (v. 12) 
parched by the sun “overflow” with rain; on the hillsides it 
helps grapes to grow; the wine from them causes “joy”. 
People blessed by his bounty, and all nature, “sing together 
for joy” (v. 13). 

Revelation 4 
This is the last book of the Bible and is in a way a summary 
of the whole of the Bible. It is an apocalypse, a vision which 
foretells the future and presents an understanding of the 
past. It tells of the struggle between good and evil, and the 
ultimate victory of Christ. Writing in symbolic language, its 
author urges Christians to keep faith in a period of 
persecution. It is hard to understand because we do not 
know the meaning of the symbols (e.g. animals) it uses. 

Luke 8.22-25 
Jesus suggests to the disciples that they “go across to the 
other side” to the eastern shore of the Sea of Galilee. Squalls 
are common on the Sea of Galilee, for the hills around it are 
high. Jesus is “in the stern”, on the helmsman’s seat, well 
above the waves. He is “asleep”: he has complete 
confidence in God. The disciples see him as “teacher”; they 
do not yet know him fully. Jesus is awoken and rebukes the 
wind – as though it is a demon. To ancients, the sea 
symbolized the powers of chaos and evil. Jesus commands 
it to be still: only God can control nature. He castigates the 
disciples either they lack faith in God (do not follow Jesus’ 
example of trust in him) or in him (as a worker of wonders). 
Luke seeks to show that their questioning is an implicit 
confession of Jesus’ divinity: the sea obeys him as it does 
God in the Old Testament Jesus’ power extends even to 
power over natural disasters, then thought to be the work of 
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The 2nd Sunday 
before Lent 

 (Year C) 
Collect 

Almighty God, give us reverence for 
all creation and respect for every 
person, that we may mirror your 

likeness in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Suggested Hymns - For the online service you might like 
to view these hymns with lyrics on YouTube. 

1) All creatures of our God and King 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kJRqM45Y8Gk 
2)  Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0SHDNs7Dt5M 
3)  Let all mortal flesh keep silence 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ynzuVpmrRQM 
4) Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vfXUEx0CsYA  

Genesis 2.4b-9,15-25 
These are the generations of the heavens and the earth 
when they were created. 
In the day that the Lord God made the earth and the 
heavens, when no plant of the field was yet in the earth 
and no herb of the field had yet sprung up—for the Lord 
God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there 
was no one to till the ground; but a stream would rise from 
the earth, and water the whole face of the ground— then 
the Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground, 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and the 
man became a living being. And the Lord God planted a 
garden in Eden, in the east; and there he put the man 
whom he had formed. Out of the ground the Lord God 
made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and 
good for food, the tree of life also in the midst of the 
garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of 
Eden to till it and keep it. And the Lord God commanded 
the man, ‘You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; 
but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall 
not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.’ 

Then the Lord God said, ‘It is not good that the man 
should be alone; I will make him a helper as his partner.’ 
So out of the ground the Lord God formed every animal 
of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to 
the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the 
man called each living creature, that was its name. The 
man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, 
and to every animal of the field; but for the man there was 
not found a helper as his partner. So the Lord God caused 
a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he 
took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. And 
the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made 
into a woman and brought her to the man. Then the man 
said, 
‘This at last is bone of my bones 
   and flesh of my flesh; 
this one shall be called Woman, 
   for out of Man this one was taken.’  
Therefore, a man leaves his father and his mother and 
clings to his wife, and they become one flesh. And the 
man and his wife were both naked, and were not 
ashamed. 

 
 



Psalm 65 
Praise is due to you, 
   O God, in Zion; 
and to you shall vows be performed,  
   O you who answer prayer! 
To you all flesh shall come.  
When deeds of iniquity overwhelm us, 
   you forgive our transgressions.  
Happy are those whom you choose and bring near 
   to live in your courts. 
We shall be satisfied with the goodness of your house, 
   your holy temple.  

By awesome deeds you answer us with deliverance, 
   O God of our salvation; 
you are the hope of all the ends of the earth 
   and of the farthest seas.  
By your strength you established the mountains; 
   you are girded with might.  
You silence the roaring of the seas, 
   the roaring of their waves, 
   the tumult of the peoples.  
Those who live at earth’s farthest bounds are awed by 
your signs; 
you make the gateways of the morning and the evening 
shout for joy.  

You visit the earth and water it, 
   you greatly enrich it; 
the river of God is full of water; 
   you provide the people with grain, 
   for so you have prepared it.  
You water its furrows abundantly, 
   settling its ridges, 
softening it with showers, 
   and blessing its growth.  
You crown the year with your bounty; 
   your wagon tracks overflow with richness.  
The pastures of the wilderness overflow, 
   the hills gird themselves with joy,  
the meadows clothe themselves with flocks, 
   the valleys deck themselves with grain, 
   they shout and sing together for joy. 

Revelation 4 
After this I looked, and there in heaven a door stood open! 
And the first voice, which I had heard speaking to me like 
a trumpet, said, ‘Come up here, and I will show you what 
must take place after this.’ At once I was in the spirit, and 
there in heaven stood a throne, with one seated on the 
throne! And the one seated there looks like jasper and 
cornelian, and around the throne is a rainbow that looks 
like an emerald. Around the throne are twenty-four 
thrones, and seated on the thrones are twenty-four elders, 
dressed in white robes, with golden crowns on their 
heads. Coming from the throne are flashes of lightning, 
and rumblings and peals of thunder, and in front of the 
throne burn seven flaming torches, which are the seven 
spirits of God; and in front of the throne there is something 
like a sea of glass, like crystal. 

Around the throne, and on each side of the throne, are 
four living creatures, full of eyes in front and behind: the 
first living creature like a lion, the second living creature 
like an ox, the third living creature with a face like a human 
face, and the fourth living creature like a flying eagle. And 
the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are 
full of eyes all around and inside. Day and night without 
ceasing they sing, 
 

‘Holy, holy, holy, 
the Lord God the Almighty, 
   who was and is and is to come.’  
And whenever the living creatures give glory and honour 
and thanks to the one who is seated on the throne, who 
lives for ever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall before 
the one who is seated on the throne and worship the one 
who lives for ever and ever; they cast their crowns before 
the throne, singing,  
‘You are worthy, our Lord and God, 
   to receive glory and honour and power, 
for you created all things, 
   and by your will they existed and were created.’ 

Luke 8.22-25 
One day Jesus got into a boat with his disciples, and he 
said to them, ‘Let us go across to the other side of the 
lake.’ So they put out, and while they were sailing he fell 
asleep. A gale swept down on the lake, and the boat was 
filling with water, and they were in danger. They went to 
him and woke him up, shouting, ‘Master, Master, we are 
perishing!’ And he woke up and rebuked the wind and the 
raging waves; they ceased, and there was a calm. He said 
to them, ‘Where is your faith?’ They were afraid and 
amazed, and said to one another, ‘Who then is this, that 
he commands even the winds and the water, and they 
obey him?’ 

Post Communion Prayer 
God our creator, by your gift the tree of life was set at the 
heart of the earthly paradise, and the bread of life at the 
heart of your Church: may we who have been nourished 
at your table on earth be transformed by the glory of the 
Saviour’s cross and enjoy the delights of eternity; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Commentary 
Genesis 
Genesis is the first book of the Bible. It begins with two 
versions of the creation story, neither of them intended to be 
scientific but telling us why we are on earth. In the story of 
Adam and Eve, it tells us that we are responsible, under God, 
for the care of all creation. It then continues with the stories 
of the patriarchs: Abraham (who enters into a covenant (or 
treaty) with God), Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. Our reading is 
excerpts from an epic tale about the creation of humanity, 
beginning from after the creation of “the heavens and the 
earth” ( 2:4), a time when the earth was semi-arid. Ancient 
peoples thought that there were waters under the earth. 
Seepage of this water was insufficient for cultivation; as yet 
there was no rain and “no one to till the ground” ( 2:5). At that 
time, God formed human (Hebrew: adam) “from the dust of 
the ground” ( 2:7) and gave him his spirit of life. God put 
human (as yet androgynous) in Eden ( 2:8), his earthly 
domain, to cultivate and care for it. God tells him he may eat 
the fruit of the trees there, except for two: that of “the 
knowledge of good and evil” ( 2:17), of complete knowledge 
and understanding (or of moral choice); and that of “life”  
( 2:9, 3:3), of eternal life, of becoming divine. 
If he does, he will “die”, i.e. be separated from God. God 
provides human with an equal “partner” ( 2:18) of human’s 
flesh. Thus the tale explains sex, of “Man” ( 2:23, Hebrew: 
ish) and “Woman” (isha).At this point, the couple do not see 
shame in nudity, for their relationship to God is guiltless. Now 
the snake, a mischievous creature, (also a character in other 
ancient epics) appears. He sows doubt in the woman’s mind 
about what God has commanded, and she responds 
inaccurately ( 3:2): she adds “nor shall you touch it” ( 3:3). 
The snake suggests that God is trying to fool her: rather than 
dying , she will attain mastery of knowledge, and become 
divine (“like God”, 3:5). She finds this irresistible; she eats of 
its fruit and gives some to the man.  


