
Now Paul offers himself as an example of centering oneself 
in Christ, in his sufferings. (At the time, Paul was in prison.) 
Observe those who follow his (our) example! He warns 
against “many” (3:18) who centre on other things: at the end 
of the age, sadly they will be destroyed. Who are they? 
Perhaps self-centred people, but more likely Christians who 
insist on keeping Jewish dietary laws (“belly”, 3:19) and on 
circumcision: to boast in this is to glory in an organ which 
should be modestly covered (“shame”). These are “earthly 
things”, made obsolete by Christ’s coming. Society looks to 
Rome for citizenship but we look to “heaven” (3:20). Our 
bodies, now mortal, will enter eternal life in a changed form, 
to achieve union with Christ (3:21). Per Psalm 8, the Messiah 
will be sovereign over all (“subject to himself”); Christ is the 
Messiah. Do not deviate from the true faith! (4:1). 

Luke 13:31-35 Someone has asked: “Will only a few be 
saved?” (v. 23). Jesus has warned that few who have eaten 
with him will enter the Kingdom; many apparently pious 
people will be excluded. Many others, from across the world, 
will eat with him. Now “some Pharisees” (v. 31), in perhaps 
the only favourable mention of them in the gospels, advise 
him to leave Herod Antipas’ territory (“here”, i.e. Galilee and 
Perea). (Herod the Great died soon after Jesus was born.) 
To Jesus, Herod is “that fox” (v. 32): destructive, tricky, sly, 
politically motivated. Herod will not cut short Jesus’ earthly 
ministry. His journey to Jerusalem “must” (v. 33), in accord 
with the Father’s will, continue day-by-day; in and at his 
resurrection (“third day”, v. 32), he will complete, 
consummate, his mission of restoring mankind to the 
relationship God intended at creation. Jerusalem, not Herod, 
has first claim on God’s messengers! (v. 33b). This city is to 
be the place of, and the agent of, his murder. In vv. 34-35, 
Jesus laments over the city and (probably) its religious 
leaders (“house”). Perhaps v. 34b speaks of Jesus’ extensive 
effort to bring Judeans to him, of efforts not recorded in the 
gospels. The city’s residents, rejecting him now, will not see 
him again until they shout “Blessed ...” (v. 35) as he rides 
triumphantly into the city on the first Palm Sunday. 
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~ Notices ~ 
Ukraine The Church of Ireland Bishops' Appeal has 
launched a special appeal encouraging all parishes in Ireland 
to have a special collection this/next Sunday to support the 
appeal. To donate please use the link on our website: 
https://clareanglicans.ie or go direct to: www.christianaid.ie 

The Jesus Prayer As a Lenten prayer, but also one of 
solidarity with the Ukrainian people (who are largely 
Orthodox Christians) you are invited to say the Jesus Prayer 
as a meditation during Lent. Leaflets are at the back of 
church, and available in the prayer section of the website. 
Millions of Ukrainians will be saying this prayer as the bombs 
and missiles fall. 
Our Lenten Journey walk Sue will be leading an 
ecumenical walk in Lees Road Woods every Saturday during 
Lent, starting at 11.30am in the car park.  Come and join her, 
or walk on your own, or walk at a place of your choice, for 
around an hour.  Sue will be walking the route as part of a 
plan to complete 100 miles in March to support the Irish 
Hospice Foundation. 
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The 2nd Sunday 
of Lent 2022 

 (Year C) 
Collect Almighty God, by the 
prayer and discipline of Lent may 
we enter into the mystery of 
Christ’s sufferings, and by 
following in his Way come to share 
in his glory; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen 

Suggested Hymns - For the online service you might like 
to view these hymns with lyrics on YouTube. 

1) Christ Whose Glory Fills the Sky (52) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=11wJOPjI-VY 
2)  Jesus, Where'er Thy People Meet 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AK1sN_v_jbw 
3)  O For a Heart to Praise My God 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0FyAY9fzcnU 
4) O for a closer walk with God 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Dp_pExYUEA 

Genesis 15:1-12,17-18  
After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in 
a vision, ‘Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your 
reward shall be very great.’ But Abram said, ‘O Lord God, 
what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir 
of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?’ And Abram said, 
‘You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in 
my house is to be my heir.’ But the word of the Lord came 
to him, ‘This man shall not be your heir; no one but your 
very own issue shall be your heir.’ He brought him outside 
and said, ‘Look towards heaven and count the stars, if you 
are able to count them.’ Then he said to him, ‘So shall 
your descendants be.’ And he believed the Lord; and the 
Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness. 
Then he said to him, ‘I am the Lord who brought you from 
Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess.’ But 
he said, ‘O Lord God, how am I to know that I shall 
possess it?’ He said to him, ‘Bring me a heifer three years 
old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, 
a turtle-dove, and a young pigeon.’ He brought him all 
these and cut them in two, laying each half over against 
the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. And when 
birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove 
them away. As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell 
upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying darkness 
descended upon him. 
When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking 
fire-pot and a flaming torch passed between these pieces. 
On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, 
saying, ‘To your descendants I give this land, from the 
river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates. 

Psalm 27 
The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
   whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
   of whom shall I be afraid?  
When evildoers assail me 
   to devour my flesh— 
my adversaries and foes— 
   they shall stumble and fall.  
Though an army encamp against me, 
   my heart shall not fear; 
though war rise up against me, 
   yet I will be confident.  



One thing I asked of the Lord, 
   that will I seek after: 
to live in the house of the Lord 
   all the days of my life, 
to behold the beauty of the Lord, 
   and to inquire in his temple.  
For he will hide me in his shelter 
   in the day of trouble; 
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; 
   he will set me high on a rock.  
Now my head is lifted up 
   above my enemies all around me, 
and I will offer in his tent 
   sacrifices with shouts of joy; 
I will sing and make melody to the Lord.  
Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud, 
   be gracious to me and answer me!  
‘Come,’ my heart says, ‘seek his face!’ 
   Your face, Lord, do I seek.  
   Do not hide your face from me.  
Do not turn your servant away in anger, 
   you who have been my help. 
Do not cast me off, do not forsake me, 
   O God of my salvation!  
If my father and mother forsake me, 
   the Lord will take me up.  
Teach me your way, O Lord, 
   and lead me on a level path 
   because of my enemies.  
Do not give me up to the will of my adversaries, 
   for false witnesses have risen against me, 
   and they are breathing out violence.  
I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord 
   in the land of the living.  
Wait for the Lord; 
   be strong, and let your heart take courage; 
   wait for the Lord! 

Philippians 3:17-4:1 
Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe 
those who live according to the example you have in us. 
For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have 
often told you of them, and now I tell you even with tears. 
Their end is destruction; their god is the belly; and their 
glory is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly 
things. But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there 
that we are expecting a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
He will transform the body of our humiliation so that it may 
be conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that 
also enables him to make all things subject to himself. 
Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long 
for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, 
my beloved. 

Luke 13:31-35 
At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, 
‘Get away from here, for Herod wants to kill you.’ He said 
to them, ‘Go and tell that fox for me, “Listen, I am casting 
out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, 
and on the third day I finish my work. Yet today, tomorrow, 
and the next day I must be on my way, because it is 
impossible for a prophet to be killed away from 
Jerusalem.” Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the 
prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often 
have I desired to gather your children together as a hen 
gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not 
willing! See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you 
will not see me until the time comes when you say, 
“Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.”’ 

 

Post Communion Prayer 
Almighty God, you see that we have no power of 
ourselves to help ourselves: keep us both outwardly in our 
bodies, and inwardly in our souls; that we may be 
defended from all adversities which may happen to the 
body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and 
hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Commentary 
Genesis 15:1-12,17-18 God has called on Abram to leave 
Ur (now in Iraq) and to “Go ... to the land I will show you” ( 
12:1). God has blessed him, and he, his wife Sarah and his 
brother Lot have migrated to Canaan. Famine has struck the 
land, causing Abram and his family to seek food in Egypt. 
Pharaoh has been attracted to Sarah, thinking that she is 
Abram’s sister, taking her into the royal household. When he 
has discovered that she is Abram’s wife, he has ordered 
them to leave the country. Our reading is two stories of gifts 
from God: in vv. 1-6, a son and many descendants; in vv. 7ff, 
the Land. The formula “the word of the Lord came to ...” (vv. 
1, 4) is later used of prophets; Abram is called a prophet in 
20:7. God makes Abram his favourite; he will protect 
(“shield”, v. 1) him. Abram’s “reward” is really a free gift. 
Custom was that if a man’s wife did not bear him a son, his 
chief servant (“slave”, v. 3), here “Eliezer” (v. 2), might inherit. 
God promises Abram a son (“your very own issue”, v. 4) and 
he will have countless descendants (“stars”, v. 5). Abram 
puts his trust in God’s promise; in this way, he establishes a 
right relationship (“righteousness”, v. 6) with God. God’s 
words in v. 7 are like those he speaks later at Mount Sinai. 
But this time, Abram is not so trusting: he asks for a sign or 
sworn oath (v. 8). From Jeremiah we know that the ceremony 
in vv. 9-10 and 17 is of ancient origin. Going between the two 
halves (“pieces”, v. 17) of sacrificial victims signified that if a 
party broke the agreement, he could expect to be 
dismembered. As in v. 1, Abram has a vision (v. 12): the 
descent of the sun, “deep sleep”, terror and great “darkness” 
express the awesomeness of supernatural intervention. 
God’s presence is symbolized by fire (v. 17). Only he has 
obligations under the pact, so only he passes between the 
“pieces”. The deal is cut (thus the Hebrew), as are the 
victims: David’s empire later stretched almost from the Nile 
to near the upper reaches of the “Euphrates” (v. 18). (In the 
other version of this story, God changes Abram’s name to 
Abraham to signify his new relationship to God.) 
Psalm 27 The psalmist expresses his confidence in God. 
“Light” is linked with “life”. When “evildoers” (v. 2) try to 
destroy him (“devour my flesh”), they fail to do so. Even if 
they are many (“army”, v. 3), he is sure that they will fail. He 
has asked of God that he may worship in the Temple (“live”, 
v. 4) for as long as he lives, see the “beauty” of what God 
does, to know more of God; these things he intends to do. 
God’s “tent” (v. 5) is the Temple; it is the psalmist’s refuge; 
there God makes him unreachable by his ungodly foes (v. 6). 
So he will praise God. He pursues his request in vv. 7-12. 
May God allow himself to be seen (v. 9); in the past he has 
seemed hidden from Israel. May God care for him (v. 10). 
May God guide him in godly ways so that he may not become 
subject to the “will” (v. 12) of his foes who tell lies about him 
(“false witnesses”, v. 12). V. 13 is the conclusion: he trusts 
that he will see the effects of God’s caring, throughout his 
life. Possibly v. 14 is a later addition: God does not act 
according to our schedule. 
Philippians 3:17-4:1 Paul has written: “I want to know Christ 
and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his 
sufferings by becoming like him in his death” (3:10). He has 
not yet fully understood Christ, but he presses on (3:12) 
towards the goal of being with Christ when he comes again. 
This is how “mature” (3:15) Christians should think: they 
have not yet achieved full understanding. 


