
The devil recognizes him as “Son of God” (vv. 3, 9), the one 
who fulfils God’s plan in creation and, given Luke’s 
genealogy in 3:23-28, in Israel’s history. Jesus answers the 
devil’s questions with quotations from the Law, i.e. 
Deuteronomy, then considered to be the words of Moses. 
In v. 4 Jesus, hungry as he is, says: God sustains humans 
through other means than eating. Whether the devil has the 
authority to offer Jesus world-wide political power is unlikely 
(vv. 5-7); however Jesus’ answer is plain: God is the ultimate 
master; only he is to be worshipped (v. 8). In vv. 9-11, the 
devil invites Jesus to do something extraordinary – a thing 
not in accordance with God’s plan of salvation. Again, Jesus 
refuses to be taken in (v. 12). Jesus opposed the forces of 
evil throughout his ministry, but the greatest chance (“an 
opportune time”, v. 13) the devil had was on the cross. There 
he again faces identified temptations. 
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Notices 
Ukraine Please pray for the people of Ukraine, and also 
urgently consider donating to assist the countless refugees 
fleeing invasion and war, the destruction of their homes and 
the indiscriminate killing of civilians. The Church of Ireland 
Bishops' Appeal has launched a special appeal encouraging 
all parishes in Ireland to have a special collection this/next 
Sunday to support the appeal. To donate please use the link 
on our website: https://clareanglicans.ie or go direct to: 
www.christianaid.ie 

Prayers are said daily for the welfare of our community, our 
nation and the world. If you have any particular issue that you 
would like to be prayed for, do let me know. 

Select Vestry are requested to stay after the service today 
for a brief but very important special Select Vestry to discuss 
one agendum item. 

The Jesus Prayer As a Lenten prayer, but also one of 
solidarity with the Ukrainian people (who are largely 
Orthodox Christians) you are invited to say the Jesus Prayer 
as a meditation during Lent. When we feel so powerless, we 
can at the very least pray for the people of Ukraine, and in 
so doing motivate our hearts and minds to question what 
more we might do. Leaflets are at the back of church, and 
available in the prayer section of the website. If anyone is 
interested in using Jesus Prayer beads to assist in the 
prayer, I can make some for you. Millions of Ukrainians will 
be saying this prayer as the bombs and missiles fall. 
Our Lenten Journey This year we are inviting you to commit 
to literally walk with Jesus – a mindful walk as part of your 
Lenten journey. Sue will be leading an ecumenical walk in 
Lees Road Woods every Saturday during Lent, starting at 
11.30am in the car park.  Come and join her, or walk on your 
own, or walk at a place of your choice, for around an hour.  
Sue will be walking the route as part of a plan to complete 
100 miles in March to support the Irish Hospice Foundation. 
We invite you to join with us in Lent, the season of Grace, in 
an ecumenical effort to understand how the penance of Lent 
is a journey for the renewal of the spirit. 

Kilfenora Cathedral A grant application has been made for 
urgent repair works to the Cathedral to replace the failed 
guttering, roof leaks, rotted window frames and wall 
treatment. If we receive the grant, this should help to ensure 
that the building is protected from the weather for some years 
to come. 

Website: clareanglicans.ie 
YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/clareanglicans 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/clare.anglicans 

Rector: Email: frkevinobrien@me.com    Tel: 065 672 4721 
New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 

1995 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved 

worldwide. http://nrsvbibles.org The Common Worship psalter is © The 
Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England, 2000. 

The 1st Sunday 
of Lent 2022 

 (Year C) 
Collect 

Heavenly Father, your Son battled 
with the powers of darkness, and 
grew closer to you in the desert: 

help us to use these days to grow in wisdom and prayer 
that we may witness to your saving love in Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen 

Suggested Hymns - For the online service you might like 
to view these hymns with lyrics on YouTube. 

1) Forty days and forty nights 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9N29ZnwU4LM 
2)  Take my life and let it be 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gf11rReeWIs  
3)  Lord Jesus think on me 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gtPD24Bvn38 
4) There’s a wideness in God’s mercy (9) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vJwfT3SY_PU 

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
When you have come into the land that the Lord your God 
is giving you as an inheritance to possess, and you 
possess it, and settle in it, you shall take some of the first 
of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from the 
land that the Lord your God is giving you, and you shall 
put it in a basket and go to the place that the Lord your 
God will choose as a dwelling for his name. You shall go 
to the priest who is in office at that time, and say to him, 
"Today I declare to the Lord your God that I have come 
into the land that the Lord swore to our ancestors to give 
us." When the priest takes the basket from your hand and 
sets it down before the altar of the Lord your God, you 
shall make this response before the Lord your God: "A 
wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into 
Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number, and 
there he became a great nation, mighty and populous. 
When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, 
by imposing hard labour on us, we cried to the Lord, the 
God of our ancestors; the Lord heard our voice and saw 
our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. The Lord 
brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an 
outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and 
with signs and wonders; and he brought us into this place 
and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. 
So now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground that you, 
O Lord, have given me." You shall set it down before the 
Lord your God and bow down before the Lord your God. 
Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who 
reside among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that 
the Lord your God has given to you and to your house. 

Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 
You who live in the shelter of the Most High, who abide in 
the shadow of the Almighty, will say to the Lord, "My 
refuge and my fortress; my God, in whom I trust." 
Because you have made the Lord your refuge, the Most 
High your dwelling place, no evil shall befall you, no 
scourge come near your tent. For he will command his 
angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways. On 
their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash 
your foot against a stone. You will tread on the lion and 
the adder, the young lion and the serpent you will trample 
under foot. 



Those who love me, I will deliver; I will protect those who 
know my name. When they call to me, I will answer them; 
I will be with them in trouble, I will rescue them and honour 
them. With long life I will satisfy them, and show them my 
salvation. 

Romans 10:8b-13 
"The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart" (that 
is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because if you 
confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in 
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved. For one believes with the heart and so is justified, 
and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. The 
scripture says, "No one who believes in him will be put to 
shame." For there is no distinction between Jew and 
Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all 
who call on him. For, "Everyone who calls on the name of 
the Lord shall be saved." 

Luke 4:1-13 
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and 
was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, where for forty 
days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all 
during those days, and when they were over, he was 
famished. The devil said to him, "If you are the Son of 
God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread." 
Jesus answered him, "It is written, 'One does not live by 
bread alone.'" Then the devil led him up and showed him 
in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. And the devil 
said to him, "To you I will give their glory and all this 
authority; for it has been given over to me, and I give it to 
anyone I please. If you, then, will worship me, it will all be 
yours." Jesus answered him, "It is written, 'Worship the 
Lord your God, and serve only him.'" Then the devil took 
him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the 
temple, saying to him, "If you are the Son of God, throw 
yourself down from here, for it is written, 'He will command 
his angels concerning you, to protect you,' and 'On their 
hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your 
foot against a stone.'" Jesus answered him, "It is said, 'Do 
not put the Lord your God to the test.'" When the devil had 
finished every test, he departed from him until an 
opportune time. 

Post Communion Prayer 
Lord God, you have renewed us with the living bread from 
heaven; by it you nourish our faith, increase our hope, and 
strengthen our love: teach us always to hunger for him 
who is the true and living bread, and enable us to live by 
every word that proceeds from out of your mouth; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Commentary 
Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
The book purports to be Moses’ final speech to the Israelites 
before they cross into the Promised Land; however closer 
inspection shows that Deuteronomy is a reinterpretation of 
the Exodus legal tradition for a later generation, who now live 
a settled life. Exodus 23:19 and 34:26 say only: “The 
choicest/best of the first fruits of your ground you shall bring 
into the house of the Lord your God.” Our passage expands 
on this. 
The commandment here is highly specific: the first fruits are 
to be taken in a “basket” (v. 2) to “the priest who is in office” 
(v. 3): to a central location. Earlier, there were several shrines 
to God but now there is only one – at Jerusalem. Here the 
giving is linked to Israelite history: God swore to Abraham 
(“ancestors”, v. 3) to give the Promised Land to Israel. Jacob, 
the “wandering Aramean” (v. 5), and his children moved to 
Egypt in a time of famine. There they multiplied, were 
oppressed and enslaved. When they prayed to God to help 
them, he used his power to free them. Note v. 9: no longer 
are they “wandering” semi-nomads; now they live in a 

prosperous “land flowing with milk and honey” . In thanks for 
God’s gift of both the land and abundant crops, Israelites are 
to give produce to God (v. 10); in recognition of his 
sovereignty over the land, they are to prostrate themselves 
(“bow down”) before him. God’s gifts are cause for 
celebration by Israelites and foreigners (“aliens”, v. 11) who 
live in Palestine. 

Psalm 91:1-2,9-16 
Perhaps a priest or temple prophet speaks the opening 
verses of the psalm. Worshippers (the faithful) will trust in 
God to protect them. He will protect them from attacks by 
demonic forces day and night (vv. 3-6); he will shield them 
as a mother hen guards her chicks. Many may succumb to 
evil forces, but not the faithful (v. 7). Those who trust in God 
will see evildoers punished (v. 8). God will ensure that no 
harm comes to those who live a godly life (v. 9). “His angels” 
(v. 11) will be his agents, guarding the faithful in whatever 
they do. The roads of Palestine were rocky so the metaphor 
in v. 12 is apt. Not only will the faithful be safe from accidents, 
but they will also take the offensive in defeating evil (v. 13). 
God speaks in vv. 14-16. Knowing God’s name includes 
realizing that he will help those in need. When they seek 
help, God will “answer them”. Perhaps the “long life” (v. 16) 
is the king’s: political uncertainty ensued when a king died. 

Romans 10:8b-13 
Paul has written that the Israelites did strive for law-based 
righteousness ( 9:31), a right relationship with God, but failed 
to achieve it because they sought it through “works” ( 9:32) 
rather than faith. By massaging Isaiah 28:16 and 8:14, Paul 
says that God is the impediment that lay in their way. He 
desires that they be part of God’s plan of salvation because 
of their “zeal for God” ( 10:2); however, they lack the right 
relationship with God that now comes from God: that 
revealed in Christ. They missed the real meaning of what 
God has done through Christ, thus failing to embrace Christ 
as the model for living. Moses said that union with God 
comes through obedience to the Law (v. 5), but this is close 
to impossible: it is like a Christian being expected to bring 
about his own resurrection (v. 6) and ascension (v. 7) – this 
we are not asked to do! 
Rather (v. 8) God’s “word”, his freely-given gift of love and 
right living, is readily available (“near you”) through faith. We 
need only acknowledge that “Jesus is Lord” (v. 9) and believe 
in Christ’s resurrection by the Father. One who believes this 
and recognizes Jesus as sovereign is godly (“justified”, v. 10) 
and will have new life when Christ comes again (“saved”). In 
v. 11, Paul again massages Isaiah: “no one” who believes, 
whatever his or her ethnic background, will be condemned 
(“put to shame”) at the Last Day. There is one Jesus – for all 
people. Everyone who sincerely believes will be saved (v. 
13). 

Luke 4:1-13 
Luke has told us of Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan, of “a voice 
... from heaven” ( 3:22) saying “You are my Son ...”. On that 
occasion “the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily 
form”, but is this what we today, living in an age with 
supposedly only one reality, would consider bodily? Ancient 
people conceived of several levels of spirit worlds with 
occasional contact between them and earth. 
Perhaps Jesus transcends between earth and a spirit world 
in the story of his testing by the devil. (Note the imaginative 
images in vv. 5 and 9.) During his time there (“forty days”, v. 
2, meaning a significant period of time), the Holy Spirit 
sustains him in his travails; human as he is, Jesus is totally 
dependent on the Spirit being with him, for “he ate nothing”. 
(Moses ate nothing during the time he was on the mountain 
to receive the Ten Commandments.) In this dependence, 
Jesus is humanly helpless; he humbles himself before the 
Father. The devil speaks, but is this like “a voice from 
heaven” speaking? 


