
John 13:31-35 Jesus is preparing his followers for his 
departure. After the Last Supper, he has washed the feet of 

his disciples, a symbol of servanthood. Peter has 
misunderstood Jesus’ action; Jesus has told him that to 

share in Christ requires that Jesus be his servant as well as 
his master. Peter will understand “later” (v. 7): when Jesus is 

on the cross. Jesus has said, “you are clean, though not all 
of you” (v. 10). Then, generalizing, he says that, per his 

example, each Christian is to be a servant to every other (v. 
14). Jesus has predicted his betrayal (vv. 18, 21); he has 
shown Peter and the disciple “whom Jesus loved” (v. 23) 
who this will be. Judas (“he”, v. 31) has gone out into the 
“night” (v. 30) – a symbol of the dark deed he is about to 

commit. The glorification (revelation of the essence of) the 
“Son of Man” (v. 31), the ideal human, Jesus, is already in 
progress; the Father is already being revealed in him. The 

Father has been revealed (“glorified”, v. 32) in Jesus, so 
Jesus is a way of seeing God now (“at once”). In John and 1 
John, Jesus calls his faithful followers “little children” (v. 33). 

Jesus tells them that his time on earth with them is very soon 
to end. They cannot join him in heaven now, but he “will 
come again and will take you to myself” ( 14:3). Judaism 

required one to love one’s neighbour as oneself (Leviticus 
19:18). Jesus’ commandment is “new” (v. 34) in that, in his 

self-offering, he is model of, motive for, and cause for, loving 
one another. Mutual love will show who follows Christ. 
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~ Notices ~ 

Ukraine  The Church of Ireland Bishops' Appeal has 
launched a special appeal encouraging all parishes in 
Ireland to have a special collection this/next Sunday to 
support the appeal. To donate please use the link on our 
website: https://clareanglicans.ie or  www.christianaid.ie 
Genie Ensemble – Saturday 21st May 2022 – from 
19.00. A string quintet performing a selection of pieces 
from the classical and traditional Irish repertoire, plus film 
and jazz. Tickets €10 at Eventbrite or on the door. 
Clare Music Makers Festival Sat 28th – Sun 19th May.  
Saturday 10.00 - 5.00pm, Sunday 1.00pm – 5.00pm 

Sunday service with +Michael Burrows 
9.30 Kilnasoolagh Church & 11.30 St Columba’s Ennis. 
+Michael will preside and preach at both services. 

Enthronement of +Michael Burrows Kilfenora Cathedral 
Sunday 22nd May 4.00pm. All welcome.  
Parish Visit of +Michael 
+ Michael will be visiting all three of our churches, starting 
from the Rectory at 10.30am on 12th July. The intention is 
that we will visit each church at a pre-arranged time, to 
meet as many people as are available for refreshments or 
lunch, and if possible he would like to briefly meet with 
church wardens and readers as well. 

Burren Walk 
A sign-up sheet is at the back of church for those who 
would like to take a short walk through the Burren, with the 
well-known local guide Pius Murray – around 5km of easy 
walking. 

Website: clareanglicans.ie 
YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/clareanglicans 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/clare.anglicans 

 
Rector: Email: frkevinobrien@me.com  Tel: 065 672 4721 
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The 5th Sunday 
of Easter 2022 

 (Year C) 
 
Collect Risen Christ, your wounds 

declare your love for the world and the wonder of your risen 
life: give us compassion and courage to risk ourselves for 
those we serve, to the glory of God the Father. Amen 

Suggested Hymns - For the online service you might like 
to view these hymns with lyrics on YouTube. 

1) The Lord is risen again 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a2u_2yMfHLY 
2) Now is eternal life 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kwqi-jr2RNE 
3) Good Christians All, Rejoice and Sing 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RowIQiL0jTU 
4) Through all the changing scenes of life (372) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yBkorDtz1nU 

Acts 11.1-18 
Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea 
heard that the Gentiles had also accepted the word of God. 
So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised 
believers criticized him, saying, ‘Why did you go to 
uncircumcised men and eat with them?’ Then Peter began 
to explain it to them, step by step, saying, ‘I was in the city 
of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was 
something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, 
being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me. 
As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts 
of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. I also heard a voice 
saying to me, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat.” But I replied, “By 
no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever 
entered my mouth.” But a second time the voice answered 
from heaven, “What God has made clean, you must not 
call profane.” This happened three times; then everything 
was pulled up again to heaven. At that very moment three 
men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house 
where we were. The Spirit told me to go with them and not 
to make a distinction between them and us. These six 
brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s 
house. He told us how he had seen the angel standing in 
his house and saying, “Send to Joppa and bring Simon, 
who is called Peter; he will give you a message by which 
you and your entire household will be saved.” And as I 
began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had 
upon us at the beginning. And I remembered the word of 
the Lord, how he had said, “John baptized with water, but 
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” If then God gave 
them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?’ 
When they heard this, they were silenced. And they 
praised God, saying, ‘Then God has given even to the 
Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.’ 

Psalm 148 
Praise the Lord! 
Praise the Lord from the heavens; 
   praise him in the heights!  
Praise him, all his angels; 
   praise him, all his host!  
Praise him, sun and moon; 
   praise him, all you shining stars!  
Praise him, you highest heavens, 
   and you waters above the heavens!  



Let them praise the name of the Lord, 
   for he commanded and they were created.  
He established them for ever and ever; 
   he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed.  
Praise the Lord from the earth, 
   you sea monsters and all deeps,  
fire and hail, snow and frost, 
   stormy wind fulfilling his command!  
Mountains and all hills, 
   fruit trees and all cedars!  
Wild animals and all cattle, 
   creeping things and flying birds!  
Kings of the earth and all peoples, 
   princes and all rulers of the earth!  
Young men and women alike, 
   old and young together!  
Let them praise the name of the Lord, 
   for his name alone is exalted; 
   his glory is above earth and heaven.  
He has raised up a horn for his people, 
   praise for all his faithful, 
   for the people of Israel who are close to him. 
Praise the Lord! 

Revelation 21.1-6 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first 
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea 
was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice 
from the throne saying, 
‘See, the home of God is among mortals. 
He will dwell with them; 
they will be his peoples, 
and God himself will be with them;  
he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
Death will be no more; 
mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
for the first things have passed away.’ 
And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I 
am making all things new.’ Also he said, ‘Write this, for 
these words are trustworthy and true.’ Then he said to 
me, ‘It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a 
gift from the spring of the water of life. 

John 13.31-35 
When he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man 
has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If 
God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in 
himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with 
you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said 
to the Jews so now I say to you, “Where I am going, you 
cannot come.” I give you a new commandment, that you 
love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should 
love one another. By this everyone will know that you are 
my disciples, if you have love for one another.’ 

Post Communion Prayer 
Eternal God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, 
and the life: grant us to walk in his way, to rejoice in his 
truth, and to share his risen life; who is alive and reigns, 
now and for ever. Amen 

Commentary 
Acts 11:1-18 
Peter has been in the coastal area northwest of Jerusalem, 
an area where there are already believers of Jewish origin. 
Up the coast, in Caesarea Maritima, Cornelius (an officer in 
the Roman army, a Gentile) has seen a vision in which a 
messenger from God has told him to send for Peter ( 10:1-6). 
As Peter has approached the town, he too has seen a vision: 

of “the heaven opened and something like a large sheet 
coming down, being lowered” ( 10:11). In the sheet are “all 
kinds” ( 10:12) of animals. A voice has said: “Get up, Peter; 
kill and eat” ( 10:13), meaning eat of animals forbidden by 
Jewish law. At Cornelius’ house, he has told the assembled 
company (both Jews and Gentiles): “You ... know that it is 
unlawful for a Jew to associate with or to visit a Gentile; but 
God has shown me that I should not call anyone ... [ritually] 
unclean” ( 10:28). He has summed up the good news, telling 
them that “God shows no partiality” ( 10:34). The Holy Spirit 
has come on all who hear the word ( 10:44) and many, 
including Gentiles, have been baptized. 
Word of this event has reached Judea, where there are 
believers of Jewish origin (“circumcised believers”, v. 2), who 
ask why he has broken Jewish law by visiting and eating with 
Gentiles. In vv. 5-15, Peter explains: not chronologically but 
from the viewpoint of God’s plan of salvation. (The word 
translated “brothers”, v. 12, denotes close kinship, in the 
Christian community.) Just as the Holy Spirit came on the 
apostles at Pentecost (“at the beginning”, v. 15) so it “fell upon 
them”, Cornelius’ household. In a post-resurrection 
appearance, Jesus predicted Pentecost (v. 16). Peter 
defends his actions: God gave them the “same gift” (v. 17) 
when they believed as he gave us when we came to faith. 
Peter’s critics accept this explanation; God is working in a new 
way; even Gentiles who turn to God will receive eternal “life” 
(v. 18). 

Psalm 148 
The psalter ends with five hallelujah (“Praise the Lord”) 
psalms, of which this is one. In vv. 1-6 the psalmist invites the 
heavens to praise God, then in vv. 7-12 he bids all on the earth 
to do so. Even inanimate objects (e.g. “sun and moon”, v. 3) 
are to praise him. Ancient cosmology held that the sun, moon 
and stars travelled on concentric hemispheres above the 
earth, and above them was God’s storehouse of “waters 
above the heavens” (v. 4), the source of rain and snow. God 
commanded that the heavens be created (v. 5). The 
movement of the celestial bodies are per an everlasting law 
(v. 6). The heavens shall praise him for creating them and 
making their existence permanent. In vv. 7-12, the list of 
created things proceeds from the lowest forms (“sea 
monsters”) to the highest, humans. The “wind” (v. 8, Hebrew: 
ruah) does God’s will; ruah also means spirit . In v. 11, “all 
peoples” are invited to praise the Lord. 

Revelation 21:1-6 
This book is “the revelation of Jesus Christ” ( 1:1) made 
known through John. It is prophecy which reveals secrets of 
heaven and earth. Our reading is from John’s record of his 
vision of the end-times. He has told of the destruction of the 
old city, Babylon (code name for Rome) and of the old heaven 
and earth ( 20:11); the ungodly have been driven off to 
punishment ( 20:15). Only the godly, a remnant, remain. 
Isaiah 65:17-25 and 66:22 predict that all creation will be 
renewed, freed from imperfections and transformed by the 
glory of God. Now John sees the new creation. The “sea” 
( 21:1), a symbol of turbulence, unrest and chaos, is no more. 
He sees “the new Jerusalem” ( 21:2), probably not made with 
bricks and mortar, “holy”, of divine origin, beautiful and lovely 
as a “bride”. (Marriage is a symbol of the intimate union 
between the exalted Christ and the godly remnant. Some see 
the city as the church, set apart for God’s use in the world.) 
John hears “a loud voice” ( 21:3) interpreting 21:2: God again 
comes to “dwell” (be present spiritually) with “his peoples”. 
Sorrow, death and pain – characteristics that made the old 
earth appear to be enslaved to sin – will disappear ( 21:4). 
God, “seated on the throne”, speaks in 21:5-6: he will do 
everything described in 21:1-4; he is sovereign over all that 
happens in human history. (“Alpha” and “Omega” are the first 
and last letters of the Greek alphabet, so God encompasses 
all.) God will give the gift of eternal life (“water”, 21:6b) to all 
who seek him. 


