
The Law (“circumcision”, v. 15) has become irrelevant. 
Christians are the “Israel of God” (v. 16), the new children of 
Abraham. 

Luke 10:1-11,16-20 
As Jesus has sent out the twelve disciples on a missionary 
journey within Israel. he now sends others on a mission 
beyond, for “seventy” is the traditional Jewish number of 
nations of the world. The seventy are “like lambs into the 
midst of wolves” (v. 3): ( 1) they are defenceless before 
hostile people; and (2) Christ inaugurates an era of peace 
and reconciliation in which “the wolf and the lamb shall feed 
together” (Isaiah 65:25). They need to commence without 
delay (“carry no purse ...”, v. 4) and concentrate on the 
mission (“greet no one ...”). When you find a receptive 
person, a person of peace, God’s peace will be on him or 
her (v. 6). Accept their hospitality (“the labourer deserves to 
be paid”, v. 7) and “eat what is set before you” (v. 8, i.e. 
ignore Jewish dietary laws). Show by action (healing 
people) and by telling them the good news that “the kingdom 
of God has come near to you” (v. 9): it’s partly already here! 
Vv. 11-16 tell the seventy how to handle hostile situations: 
tell such people that they will be ignored; the kingdom has 
come anyway. At the end of the era, they will be judged 
harshly (v. 12). Then v. 16: in hearing the good news from a 
disciple, people hear Jesus; if they reject a disciple, they 
reject Jesus and the Father (“the one who sent me”). 
When the seventy return, they tell of their surprise that they 
have power over evil (v. 17), a power Jesus has explicitly 
given to the Twelve. Jesus has seen their victory over evil 
forces; he has given them “authority” (v. 19) over Satan (“the 
enemy”). (To Jews, “snakes and scorpions” were known 
sources of evil.) Exorcism, in itself, is not a sign of the arrival 
of God’s kingdom (v. 20). © 1996-2022 Chris Haslam 

~ Notices ~ 

Ukraine The Church of Ireland Bishops' Appeal has 
launched a special appeal encouraging all parishes in 
Ireland to have a special collection this/next Sunday to 
support the appeal. To donate please use the link on our 
website: https://clareanglicans.ie or go direct to:  
www.christianaid.ie 

Burren Walk 
A sign-up sheet is at the back of church for those who 
would like to take part. 

Living the Questions - Course 
Start date to be confirmed, but please put your name down 
on the sign-up sheet if you are interested so I can gauge 
numbers. 

Book Club There is a sign-up sheet if you might be 
interested in joining a church book club. 

Parish Visit of +Michael 
+ Michael will be visiting all three of our churches, starting 
from the Rectory at 10.30am on 12th July. The intention is 
that we will visit each church at a pre-arranged time, to meet 
as many people as are available for refreshments or lunch, 
and, if possible, he would like to briefly meet with church 
wardens and readers as well.  

Website: clareanglicans.ie 
YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/clareanglicans 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/clare.anglicans 

Rector: Email: frkevinobrien@me.com 
Tel: 065 672 4721 

New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, 
copyright © 1989, 1995 National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. 

All rights reserved worldwide. 
 http://nrsvbibles.org The Common Worship psalter is © The 
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3rd Sunday 
after Trinity 
2022 (Year C) 

Collect  
God our saviour, look on this 

wounded world in pity and in power; hold us fast to your 
promises of peace won for us by your Son, our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen 

Suggested Hymns - For the online service you might 
like to view these hymns with lyrics on YouTube. 

1) Let all the world in every corner sing 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PfXldoDnvq4 
2) The Kingdom of God is Justice and Joy 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H91KOs2OOwc 
3) Like a mighty river flowing 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fvRuYoIYx5Y 
4) Go forth and tell (478) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QkDD4GiqUEM 

Isaiah 66.10-14 
Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her, 
   all you who love her; 
rejoice with her in joy, 
   all you who mourn over her—  
that you may nurse and be satisfied 
   from her consoling breast; 
that you may drink deeply with delight 
   from her glorious bosom.  
For thus says the Lord: 
I will extend prosperity to her like a river, 
   and the wealth of the nations  
like an overflowing stream; 
and you shall nurse and be carried on her arm, 
   and dandled on her knees.  
As a mother comforts her child, 
   so I will comfort you; 
   you shall be comforted in Jerusalem. 
You shall see, and your heart shall rejoice; 
   your bodies shall flourish like the grass; 
and it shall be known that the hand of the Lord  
is with his servants, 
   and his indignation is against his enemies. 

Psalm 66 
Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth;  
   sing the glory of his name; 
   give to him glorious praise.  
Say to God, ‘How awesome are your deeds! 
   Because of your great power,  
your enemies cringe before you.  
All the earth worships you; 
   they sing praises to you, 
   sing praises to your name.’ 
Come and see what God has done: 
   he is awesome in his deeds among mortals.  
He turned the sea into dry land; 
   they passed through the river on foot. 
There we rejoiced in him,  
   who rules by his might for ever, 
whose eyes keep watch on the nations— 
   let the rebellious not exalt themselves. 
Bless our God, O peoples, 
   let the sound of his praise be heard, 
Who holds our souls in life, 
And will not allow our feet to slip. 

 



Galatians 6.1-6,7-16 
My friends, if anyone is detected in a transgression, you 
who have received the Spirit should restore such a one 
in a spirit of gentleness. Take care that you yourselves 
are not tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and in this 
way you will fulfil the law of Christ. For if those who are 
nothing think they are something, they deceive 
themselves. All must test their own work; then that work, 
rather than their neighbour’s work, will become a cause 
for pride. For all must carry their own loads. 
Those who are taught the word must share in all good 
things with their teacher. 
Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you reap 
whatever you sow. If you sow to your own flesh, you will 
reap corruption from the flesh; but if you sow to the Spirit, 
you will reap eternal life from the Spirit. So let us not grow 
weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest 
time, if we do not give up. So then, whenever we have 
an opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and 
especially for those of the family of faith.  
See what large letters I make when I am writing in my 
own hand! It is those who want to make a good showing 
in the flesh that try to compel you to be circumcised—
only that they may not be persecuted for the cross of 
Christ. Even the circumcised do not themselves obey the 
law, but they want you to be circumcised so that they may 
boast about your flesh. May I never boast of anything 
except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the 
world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. For 
neither circumcision nor uncircumcision is anything; but 
a new creation is everything! As for those who will follow 
this rule—peace be upon them, and mercy, and upon the 
Israel of God. 

Luke 10.1-11,16-20 
After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent 
them on ahead of him in pairs to every town and place 
where he himself intended to go. He said to them, ‘The 
harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; therefore 
ask the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his 
harvest. Go on your way. See, I am sending you out like 
lambs into the midst of wolves. Carry no purse, no bag, 
no sandals; and greet no one on the road. Whatever 
house you enter, first say, “Peace to this house!” And if 
anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace will rest 
on that person; but if not, it will return to you. Remain in 
the same house, eating and drinking whatever they 
provide, for the labourer deserves to be paid. Do not 
move about from house to house. Whenever you enter a 
town and its people welcome you, eat what is set before 
you; cure the sick who are there, and say to them, “The 
kingdom of God has come near to you.” But whenever 
you enter a town and they do not welcome you, go out 
into its streets and say, “Even the dust of your town that 
clings to our feet, we wipe off in protest against you. Yet 
know this: the kingdom of God has come near.” 
‘Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever 
rejects you rejects me, and whoever rejects me rejects 
the one who sent me.’ 
The seventy returned with joy, saying, ‘Lord, in your 
name even the demons submit to us!’ He said to them, ‘I 
watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash of lightning. 
See, I have given you authority to tread on snakes and 
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; and 
nothing will hurt you. Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, 
that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names 
are written in heaven.’ 

 
 

Commentary 
Isaiah 
This book can be divided into two (and possibly three) parts. 
Chapters 1 to 39 were written before the exile, from about 
740 BC to about 700 BC. These were difficult times for the 
southern kingdom, Judah: a disastrous war was fought with 
Syria; the Assyrians conquered Israel, the northern 
kingdom, in 723 BC, and threatened Judah. Isaiah saw the 
cause of these events as social injustice, which he 
condemned, and against which he fought valiantly. 
Chapters 40 to 66 were written during and after the Exile in 
Babylon. They are filled with a message of trust and 
confident hope that God will soon end the Exile. Some 
scholars consider that Chapters 56 to 66 form a third part of 
the book, written after the return to the Promised Land. 
These chapters speak of hope and despair; they berate the 
people for their sin, for worshipping other gods. Like Second 
Isaiah, this part speaks of the hope that God will soon 
restore Jerusalem to its former glory and make a new home 
for all peoples. 

Psalm 66:1-12 
“All the earth” (not only Israel) is invited to join in praising 
God, seen as powerful in his “deeds” (v. 3). Throughout the 
Exodus, from crossing the Red Sea to passing through the 
Jordan “on foot” (v. 6) – indeed throughout history – he has 
done great things “among mortals” (v. 5). His rule is world-
wide, over all “the nations” (v. 7) – so may those who 
consider rebellion think again! 
Vv. 8-12 are a communal thanksgiving. God preserves us in 
life (v. 9a); he protects us. In past difficulties he has “tested 
us” (v. 10), purifying us as “silver” ore is changed to pure 
silver. Israel has been subjugated by other people (perhaps 
during the Exile), yet after enduring every kind of difficulty 
(“through fire and ... water”, v. 12), God has brought her to 
freedom again. In vv. 13-20, an individual (perhaps the king) 
vows to offer sacrifice in the Temple in thanks. He invites 
the community to hear “what [God] ... has done for me” (v. 
16). He was repentant so God listened to him (v. 19) and 
has heeded his requests made in prayer. “Blessed be God” 
(v. 20) for hearing and for his covenant (“steadfast”) love. 

Galatians 6:(1-6),7-16 
Paul has written that we are called to freedom, but not 
licentiousness ( 5:15). He calls on the Galatians to live by, 
and be guided by, the Spirit ( 5:25). True Christians (those 
“who have received the Spirit”, v. 1) should gently help those 
who stray into sin (but even the upright can stray!) The “law 
of Christ” (v. 2) is the norm of mutual love. While each 
person is expected to bear the normal duties and stresses 
of daily life him or herself (except for teachers lacking time 
to support themselves financially, v. 6), we are expected to 
take on, in love, excessive “burdens” (v. 2) for each other. 
We should not think of ourselves as more than we are (v. 3). 
Evaluate your own conduct, loving yourself as you should 
(v. 4). God is not fooled: our works now will determine 
whether we will have “eternal life” (v. 8). We should do good 
deeds for all people, and especially for fellow Christians. 
So far, Paul has dictated his letter to a scribe. Unused to 
writing, he now writes in “large letters” (v. 11). V. 12 speaks 
of Judaisers, infiltrators into the Christian community who 
influence members into thinking that by keeping parts of 
Mosaic law they can avoid the need to live an ethical life. 
The Judaisers want to look good, thus avoiding persecution 
by fellow Jews and Judaisers. They want to be able to boast 
of their own success (“about your flesh”, v. 13) in converting 
members to their way of thinking, but Paul boasts only in the 
death, crucifixion and resurrection of Christ (“the cross”, v. 
14) – by which the old order (the Law) has been eliminated, 
and he has been freed from it. He and other Christians have 
entered into the “new creation” (v. 15), the new way – of 
being shaped by Christ – called “this rule” in v. 16.  


