
but Jesus reinterprets the Law in the story of the Good 
Samaritan (vv. 30-35). The “priest” (v. 31) stands for Jewish 
religious leadership; Levites (v. 32) assisted priests in the 
Temple. The man may be dead; if either touches him, he 
risks ritual defilement. Each keeps the law literally. Jews 
saw Samaritans as religious deviants, but they did keep the 
Law; each group despised each other. So for a Samaritan 
to risk becoming unclean is to act according to the spirit of 
the Law rather than the letter. (“Oil and wine”, v. 34, were 
medications.) In v. 37, the lawyer recognizes that the 
Samaritan has acted properly (but can’t bring himself to say 
Samaritan.) The neighbour argument is irrelevant. The 
lawyer must see behind the Law to love of all. Even non-
Jews who demonstrate this love can enter the kingdom. 
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~ Notices ~ 

Ukraine The Church of Ireland Bishops' Appeal has 
launched a special appeal encouraging all parishes in 
Ireland to have a special collection this/next Sunday to 
support the appeal. To donate please use the link on our 
website: https://clareanglicans.ie or go direct to:  
www.christianaid.ie 

Burren Walk 
A sign-up sheet is at the back of church for those who 
would like to take part. 
Living the Questions - Course 
Start date to be confirmed, but please put your name down 
on the sign-up sheet if you are interested so I can gauge 
numbers. 

Book Club There is a sign-up sheet if you might be 
interested in joining a church book club. 

Website: clareanglicans.ie 
YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/clareanglicans 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/clare.anglicans 

Rector: Email: frkevinobrien@me.com 
Tel: 065 672 4721 

New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, 
copyright © 1989, 1995 National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. 

All rights reserved worldwide. 
 http://nrsvbibles.org The Common Worship psalter is © The 
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4th Sunday 
after Trinity 
2022 (Year C) 

Collect  
Gracious Father, by the 

obedience of Jesus you brought salvation to our 
wayward world: draw us into harmony with your will, that 
we may find all things restored in him, our Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Amen 

Suggested Hymns - For the online service you might 
like to view these hymns with lyrics on YouTube. 

1) The Lord will come and will not be slow 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=saaHPgmps-g  
2) Immortal love, forever full 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eMLvVYFxCT0  
3) Teach me thy way O Lord  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rZCbQFTswrs  
4) Brother, sister, let me serve you (517) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EQaOErUUjm8  

Deuteronomy 30.9-14 
Moses spoke to the people saying, The Lord your God 
will make you abundantly prosperous in all your 
undertakings, in the fruit of your body, in the fruit of your 
livestock, and in the fruit of your soil. For the Lord will 
again take delight in prospering you, just as he delighted 
in prospering your ancestors, when you obey the Lord 
your God by observing his commandments and decrees 
that are written in this book of the law, because you turn 
to the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul. 
Surely, this commandment that I am commanding you 
today is not too hard for you, nor is it too far away. It is 
not in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will go up to 
heaven for us, and get it for us so that we may hear it 
and observe it?’ Neither is it beyond the sea, that you 
should say, ‘Who will cross to the other side of the sea 
for us, and get it for us so that we may hear it and 
observe it?’ No, the word is very near to you; it is in your 
mouth and in your heart for you to observe. 

Psalm 25 
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.  
O my God, in you I trust; 
   do not let me be put to shame; 
   do not let my enemies exult over me.  
Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; 
   let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.  
Make me to know your ways, O Lord;  
  teach me your paths.  
Lead me in your truth, and teach me, 
   for you are the God of my salvation; 
   for you I wait all day long.  
Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord,  
and of your steadfast love, 
   for they have been from of old.  
Do not remember the sins of my youth  
or my transgressions; 
   according to your steadfast love remember me, 
   for your goodness’ sake, O Lord!  
Good and upright is the Lord; 
   therefore he instructs sinners in the way.  
He leads the humble in what is right, 
   and teaches the humble his way.  
All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love  
and faithfulness, for those who keep his covenant  



and his decrees.  
Colossians 1.1-14 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and 
Timothy our brother, 
To the saints and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in 
Colossae: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father.  

In our prayers for you we always thank God, the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, for we have heard of your faith 
in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the 
saints, because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. 
You have heard of this hope before in the word of the 
truth, the gospel that has come to you. Just as it is 
bearing fruit and growing in the whole world, so it has 
been bearing fruit among yourselves from the day you 
heard it and truly comprehended the grace of God. This 
you learned from Epaphras, our beloved fellow-servant. 
He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, and he 
has made known to us your love in the Spirit. 
For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not 
ceased praying for you and asking that you may be filled 
with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom 
and understanding, so that you may lead lives worthy of 
the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every 
good work and as you grow in the knowledge of God. 
May you be made strong with all the strength that comes 
from his glorious power, and may you be prepared to 
endure everything with patience, while joyfully giving 
thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in 
the inheritance of the saints in the light. He has rescued 
us from the power of darkness and transferred us into 
the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

Luke 10.25-37 
A lawyer stood up to test Jesus. ‘Teacher,’ he said, ‘what 
must I do to inherit eternal life?’ He said to him, ‘What is 
written in the law? What do you read there?’ He 
answered, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, 
and with all your mind; and your neighbour as yourself.’ 
And he said to him, ‘You have given the right answer; do 
this, and you will live.’ 
But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, ‘And who 
is my neighbour?’ Jesus replied, ‘A man was going down 
from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of 
robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, 
leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going 
down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on 
the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the 
place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a 
Samaritan while travelling came near him; and when he 
saw him, he was moved with pity. He went to him and 
bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on 
them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him 
to an inn, and took care of him. The next day he took out 
two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, “Take 
care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you 
whatever more you spend.” Which of these three, do you 
think, was a neighbour to the man who fell into the hands 
of the robbers?’ He said, ‘The one who showed him 
mercy.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do likewise.’ 

Commentary 
Deuteronomy 
Deuteronomy is a book of instruction, or torah. It is the fifth 
book of the Bible. It recasts Israel's mission and destiny, 
mostly by restating the history of the people recorded in the 
first four books. It emphasizes teaching and learning for all 
generations. Moses speaks on God's behalf, with authority, 
to the assembled people of Israel, as they prepare to enter 

the Promised Land. The setting is the plains of Moab, as the 
Israelites prepare to cross the Jordan into the Promised 
Land. The book states that Moses is the speaker, but the 
laws given in Chapters 12-28 are updated versions of those 
in earlier books. Times have changed since Sinai: the 
people were semi-nomads then; now they are farmers and 
shepherds. It is a time of religious revival, of new 
commitment to God. V. 6 puts the Law in a new light: God 
will “circumcise your heart” – he will work changes within the 
people so love becomes the driving force. Note also v. 20: 
“loving the Lord your God ...”. They will keep the Law 
because they love God. 

Psalm 25:1-10 
The psalmist seeks deliverance from personal enemies. He 
trusts in God (vv. 1-4); may God never allow the ungodly 
(the “treacherous”, v. 3) to claim victory over him. Key to 
maintaining the upper hand is knowing God’s ways, being 
taught by God (v. 4), accepting God’s leadership (v. 5), 
coming to know ultimate “truth” (v. 5): this is the way to being 
saved from the scheming of his (and God’s) adversaries. 
The psalmist nudges God into remembering his “mercy” (v. 
6, compassion) and “love”, qualities of God since time 
immemorial. In youthful flings, we deviate from God’s ways, 
but please, Lord, remember my times of fidelity (v. 7). God 
does teach his ways to those who have strayed and who 
approach him in awe (“humble”, v. 9). “Love and 
faithfulness” (v. 10) are characteristic of God’s covenant 
relationship with his people. 

Colossians 1:1-14 
Scholars are divided on whether the author is Paul or one of 
his followers. In the days long before copyright, a writer who 
thought he really understood how a great writer thought 
might write in his name: an honour to the great man. If Paul 
did write Colossians, he probably wrote it from prison (with 
“Timothy”): there he had time to reflect, and possibly to read. 
The church in Colossae was probably founded by 
“Epaphras” (v. 7). Colossians was written to counter deviant 
teaching, including the need to practice Jewish rituals, and 
Greek theosophical speculation. Christians there tended to 
seek power for human life not solely from Christ, but from 
various sources. They tried to merge traditions. 
The letter begins in typical Greek style: the names of the 
senders (v. 1) and those of the recipients (v. 2), and then a 
prayer for thanksgiving or of petition (here Christian, vv. 3ff). 
“The saints” (v. 4) are those set apart for God’s work in the 
world. Note the triad of “faith ... love ... hope” (vv. 4-5), the 
steps in coming to know Christ. The community is basically 
faithful to the good news, as taught by Epaphras. The 
Church is growing both in Colossae and throughout the 
Empire (“the whole world”, v. 6). Vv. 9-13 are one sentence 
in Greek: “we have not ceased ...” “praying”, “asking” and 
“giving thanks” (v. 12). The “knowledge” in v. 9 is practical: 
born of experience of a person, i.e. Christ. Perhaps they are 
to “endure” (v. 11) the false teaching. The opposition of 
“light” (v. 12) and “darkness” (v. 13) is also found in the 
Qumran literature. The phrase “forgiveness of sins” (v. 14) 
occurs only in letters not generally agreed to be by Paul. 

Luke 10:25-37 
Jesus has prepared disciples for a missionary journey 
beyond Israel. He has given them advice on how to 
introduce receptive people to his message of peace and 
eternal life, to entry into the Kingdom of God. 
Perhaps the “lawyer”, a person expert in the interpretation 
of Jewish law, has heard Jesus’ words about mission to 
Gentiles. He asks: How much must I do ...? Jesus speaks 
to him in his terms (v. 26). The lawyer answers with a verse 
from Deuteronomy and another from Leviticus, both books 
of the Law (v. 27). Jesus echoes a verse in the Law (v. 28). 
At the time, Jews debated whether all fellow Jews (or just 
some) were their neighbours. The lawyer seeks to prove his 
entitlement to eternal life by defining the limits of his duty to 
neighbours,  


