
Emphasize your relationship with God, not material wealth; 
integrity with him lasts, but wealth ends with the grave. In 
vv. 35-40, Jesus tells a parable about vigilance and loyalty. 
Jews expected a great “banquet” when the Messiah came; 
Christians recognize this banquet as being with Christ, 
symbolizing our complete union with him. It will inaugurate 
fulfilment of the kingdom. The “master” (v. 36) is Christ 
himself: he serves the slaves at the banquet! (“have them 
sit down ...”, v. 37) (The master will tuck his long Oriental 
robes into his “belt” to give him freedom of movement to 
serve them.) Christ, “the Son of Man” (v. 40) like a “thief” (v. 
39), may come at any time: you must be ready whenever he 
comes.        © 1996-2022 Chris Haslam 

~ Notices ~ 
Wine at Communion 
A reminder that you are warmly invited to receive from the 
chalice, if you wish. For the time being, the host will continue 
to be brought to people in the pews and then those that wish 
to receive from the chalice are invited to the altar rail. 

Ukraine The Church of Ireland Bishops' Appeal has 
launched a special appeal encouraging all parishes in 
Ireland to support the appeal. To donate please use the link 
on our website: https://clareanglicans.ie or go direct to: 
www.christianaid.ie 
Burren Walk  Saturday 24th Sept starting at 10.30am from 
the parking area just past the Carron Research station (on 
what3words app – install.fulfilling.cluttered). We shall first 
meet outside Cassidy’s Pub in Carron at 10.15am, with 
lunch perhaps at the Burren Perfumery or Caherconnell fort 
around 1.15pm. I shall put the sign-up sheet back in church 
– please out a tick by your name if you can make this date. 
Total cost €150 for the group. 
Living the Questions Course Start date to be confirmed, 
but please put your name down on the sign-up sheet if you 
are interested so I can gauge numbers. 
Book Club There is a sign-up sheet if you might be 
interested in joining a church book club. 

Hymns at services During the height of the Covid 
pandemic we were not able to engage in congregational 
singing during services (given that public singing was known 
to spread Covid more widely than speaking). Recentl we 
have returned to singing one hymn at the end of the service 
(as people would depart soon afterwards) intending to 
phase in more hymns as the situation allowed.  Once this 
particular round of Covid infections is over, and following 
medical advice, we shall introduce a second/ third hymn. 

Choir 
This is an appeal to anyone who might like to reform a choir 
for St Columba’s Church, sadly put in abeyance by the 
Covid pandemic. Please let the Rector know if you would 
like to be part of a church choir. 

Concerts booked 
Friday 23rd Sept 7.30pm – Music Generation Clare with trad 
trio Pádraig Rynne, Tara Breen and Jim Murray 

Friday 14th October 7.30pm– Jaskane, chamber/folk trio 
 

Website: clareanglicans.ie 
YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/clareanglicans 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/clare.anglicans 

Rector: Email: frkevinobrien@me.com 
Tel: 065 672 4721 

New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, 
copyright © 1989, 1995 National Council of the Churches 

of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

http://nrsvbibles.org  The Common Worship psalter is ©  
The Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England, 2000. 

8th Sunday 
after Trinity 
2022 (Year C) 

Collect  
Generous God, you give us 

gifts and make them grow: though our faith is small as 
mustard seed, make it grow to your glory and the 
flourishing of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen 

Suggested Hymns - For the online service you might 
like to view these hymns with lyrics on YouTube. 

1) Jesu, lover of my soul 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XFaiiPv-Q6I 
2) Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-V-6GopZyhs 
3) O Lord hear my Prayer - Taizé 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f51n-yb11dY 
4) Jerusalem the Golden (670) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s99dNPKYtHk 

Genesis 15.1-6 
After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in 
a vision, ‘Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your 
reward shall be very great.’ But Abram said, ‘O Lord God, 
what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the 
heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?’ And Abram 
said, ‘You have given me no offspring, and so a slave 
born in my house is to be my heir.’ But the word of the 
Lord came to him, ‘This man shall not be your heir; no 
one but your very own issue shall be your heir.’ He 
brought him outside and said, ‘Look towards heaven and 
count the stars, if you are able to count them.’ Then he 
said to him, ‘So shall your descendants be.’ And he 
believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as 
righteousness. 

Psalm 33.12-22 
Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord, 
   the people whom he has chosen as his heritage.  
The Lord looks down from heaven; 
   he sees all humankind.  
From where he sits enthroned he watches 
   all the inhabitants of the earth—  
he who fashions the hearts of them all, 
   and observes all their deeds.  
A king is not saved by his great army; 
   a warrior is not delivered by his great strength.  
The war horse is a vain hope for victory, 
   and by its great might it cannot save.  
Truly the eye of the Lord is on those who fear him, 
   on those who hope in his steadfast love,  
to deliver their soul from death, 
   and to keep them alive in famine.  
Our soul waits for the Lord; 
   he is our help and shield.  
Our heart is glad in him, 
   because we trust in his holy name.  
Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us, 
   even as we hope in you. 

Hebrews 11.1-3,8-16 
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen. Indeed, by faith our 
ancestors received approval. By faith we understand that 
the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that 
what is seen was made from things that are not visible. 



By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out 
for a place that he was to receive as an inheritance; and 
he set out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he 
stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as 
in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, 
who were heirs with him of the same promise. For he 
looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose 
architect and builder is God. By faith he received power 
of procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah 
herself was barren—because he considered him faithful 
who had promised. Therefore, from one person, and this 
one as good as dead, descendants were born, ‘as many 
as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of 
sand by the seashore.’ 
All of these died in faith without having received the 
promises, but from a distance they saw and greeted 
them. They confessed that they were strangers and 
foreigners on the earth, for people who speak in this way 
make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they 
had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, 
they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, 
they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. 
Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called their God; 
indeed, he has prepared a city for them. 

Luke 12.32-40 
‘Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, 
and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not 
wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief 
comes near and no moth destroys. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
‘Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like 
those who are waiting for their master to return from the 
wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him 
as soon as he comes and knocks. Blessed are those 
slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly 
I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down 
to eat, and he will come and serve them. If he comes 
during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds 
them so, blessed are those slaves. 
‘But know this: if the owner of the house had known at 
what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his 
house be broken into. You also must be ready, for the 
Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.’ 

Post Communion Prayer 
Strengthen for service, Lord, the hands that have taken 
holy things; may the ears which have heard your word be 
deaf to clamour and dispute; may the tongues which 
have sung your praise be free from deceit; may the eyes 
which have seen the tokens of your love shine with the 
light of hope; and may the bodies which have been fed 
with your body be refreshed with the fullness of your life; 
glory to you for ever. Amen 

Commentary 
Genesis 15:1-12,17-18 
God has called on Abram to leave Ur (now in Iraq) and to 
“Go ... to the land I will show you” ( 12:1). God has blessed 
him, and he, his wife Sarah and his brother Lot have 
migrated to Canaan. Famine has struck the land, causing 
Abram and his family to seek food in Egypt. Pharaoh has 
been attracted to Sarah, thinking that she is Abram’s sister, 
taking her into the royal household. When he has 
discovered that she is Abram’s wife, he has ordered them to 
leave the country. 
In vv. 1-6, a son and many descendants; in vv. 7ff, the Land. 
The formula “the word of the Lord came to ...” (vv. 1, 4) is 
later used of prophets; Abram is called a prophet in 20:7. 
God makes Abram his favourite; he will protect (“shield”, v. 
1) him. Abram’s “reward” is really a free gift.  

Custom was that if a man’s wife did not bear him a son, his 
chief servant (“slave”, v. 3), here “Eliezer” (v. 2), might 
inherit. God promises Abram a son (“your very own issue”, 
v. 4) and he will have countless descendants (“stars”, v. 5). 
Abram puts his trust in God’s promise; in this way, he 
establishes a right relationship (“righteousness”, v. 6) with 
God. 

Psalm 32 
The psalmist tells us what he has learned in life: happiness 
is having one’s sin forgiven and taken away (“covered”) by 
God, and enjoying a clear conscience (v. 2). In vv. 3-5, he 
states his experiences: he was seriously ill (“your hand was 
heavy upon me”) and was in pain (“groaning”), both signs of 
his alienation from God. (Illness was commonly regarded as 
punishment for sin.) He acknowledged his sin and did not 
continue his waywardness (“I did not hide ...”, v. 5); he 
confessed to God, and God forgave him. Now v. 6: those 
who are faithful to God are not in danger of dying when 
gravely ill (“distress”, v. 6). (The “waters” are a symbol of 
death.) He is now protected by God (v. 7). Perhaps God 
speaks in vv. 8-9: he will lead the psalmist in his ways, 
through instruction and counsel. Don’t be like “a horse or a 
mule” (v. 9) who must be coerced into action: use your 
initiative in being open to God. V. 11 is spoken to the 
congregation in the Temple: rejoice in the Lord! 

Hebrews 11:1-3,8-16 
The author has urged his readers to recall the time after they 
were baptised: they endured hardships: – public abuse, 
persecution and “plundering of your possessions” ( 10:34), 
accepting these privations cheerfully “knowing that you ... 
possessed something better and more lasting”. So, he 
urges, “do not abandon ... that confidence of yours” ( 10:35). 
“You need endurance” ( 10:36) to “receive what was 
promised” (i.e. eternal life with Christ). Christ will come 
again; keep your faith in him. 
In the Revised English Bible, 11:1 reads “Faith gives 
substance to our hopes and convinces us of the realities we 
do not see”. Through faith we know that, at creation time, 
the invisible was transformed into the visible by God’s 
command (“the word of God”, v. 3) and that the course of 
history (“worlds”) was set by God. The author now gives 
examples of Old Testament figures who lacked the 
“promises” (v. 13) we have but even so had faith in God; 
they “received [God’s] approval” (v. 2). “Abraham” (v. 8) 
trusted that he would have a land to inherit; he didn’t know 
“where he was going”. He (as we do) lived a temporary life 
on earth (“in tents”, v. 9) as he “looked forward” (v. 10) to 
living permanently (“foundations”) in “the city”, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, “a better country” (v. 16). In this he is seen to 
resemble the Christian believer. (Most translations say that 
Sarah received the “power of procreation”, v. 11). Through 
the faith of Abraham and Sarah, many “descendants were 
born” (v. 12). These figures (exemplars) saw that Christ 
would come (v. 13). (In Genesis, actually only Abraham said 
he was a stranger and a foreigner.) God is proud (“not 
ashamed”, v. 16) of them for electing to exercise trust in him; 
he has prepared a place for them in heaven. 

Luke 12:32-40 
Jesus has told his disciples, in the presence of a large 
crowd, the story of the farmer who, keeping all of his huge 
harvest for himself, completely obliterated God from his life. 
Wealth per se is acceptable, but abusing it is not. To “strive 
for his kingdom” (v. 31) is much more important than 
acquisition of material goods: “life is more than food” (v. 23). 
Trust in God’s care of you! He knows what you need, and 
will give it you. Now Jesus calls his disciples “little flock” (v. 
32), for they are few, and oppressed (“do not be afraid”). (In 
Ezekiel 34, God speaks of his people as his “flock”.) They 
will be citizens of “the kingdom”. Avoid over-attachment to 
“possessions” (v. 33) and share what you have with the 
needy (“give alms”).  


