
~ Notices ~ 
Wine at Communion 
A reminder that you are warmly invited to receive from the 
chalice, if you wish. For the time being, the host will continue 
to be brought to people in the pews and then those that wish 
to receive from the chalice are invited to the altar rail. 

Ukraine The Church of Ireland Bishops' Appeal has 
launched a special appeal encouraging all parishes in 
Ireland to support the appeal. To donate please use the link 
on our website: https://clareanglicans.ie or go direct to: 
www.christianaid.ie 
Burren Walk  Saturday 24th Sept starting at 10.30am from 
the parking area just past the Carron Research station (on 
what3words app – install.fulfilling.cluttered). We shall first 
meet outside Cassidy’s Pub in Carron at 10.15am, with 
lunch perhaps at the Burren Perfumery or Caherconnell fort 
around 1.15pm. I shall put the sign-up sheet back in church 
– please out a tick by your name if you can make this date. 
Total cost €150 for the group. 
Living the Questions Course Start date to be confirmed, 
but please put your name down on the sign-up sheet if you 
are interested so I can gauge numbers. 
Book Club There is a sign-up sheet if you might be 
interested in joining a church book club. 

Hymns at services During the height of the Covid 
pandemic we were not able to engage in congregational 
singing during services (given that public singing was known 
to spread Covid more widely than speaking). Recentl we 
have returned to singing one hymn at the end of the service 
(as people would depart soon afterwards) intending to 
phase in more hymns as the situation allowed.  Once this 
particular round of Covid infections is over, and following 
medical advice, we shall introduce a second/ third hymn. 

Choir 
This is an appeal to anyone who might like to reform a choir 
for St Columba’s Church, sadly put in abeyance by the 
Covid pandemic. Please let the Rector know if you would 
like to be part of a church choir. 

Concerts booked 
Friday 23rd Sept 7.30pm – Music Generation Clare with trad 
trio Pádraig Rynne, Tara Breen and Jim Murray 

Friday 14th October 7.30pm– Jaskane, chamber/folk trio 
 

Website: clareanglicans.ie 
YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/clareanglicans 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/clare.anglicans 

Rector: Email: frkevinobrien@me.com 
Tel: 065 672 4721 

New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, 
copyright © 1989, 1995 National Council of the Churches 

of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

http://nrsvbibles.org  The Common Worship psalter is ©  
The Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England, 2000. 

 
 
 
 
 

9th Sunday 
after Trinity 
2022 (Year C) 

Collect  
Gracious Father, revive your 

Church in our day, and make her holy, strong and faithful, 
for your glory’s sake in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Suggested Hymns - For the online service you might 
like to view these hymns with lyrics on YouTube. 

1) Come Holy Ghost our souls inspire 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WjKcc8IcxIo 
2) Awake my Soul, and with the Sun 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P6TaygvxHrc 
3) O Thou who camest from above 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R3UYybc7Xa0 
4) Fight the good fight (566) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s99dNPKYtHk 

Jeremiah 23.23-29 
Am I a God near by, says the Lord, and not a God far 
off? Who can hide in secret places so that I cannot see 
them? says the Lord. Do I not fill heaven and earth? says 
the Lord. I have heard what the prophets have said who 
prophesy lies in my name, saying, ‘I have dreamed, I 
have dreamed!’ How long? Will the hearts of the 
prophets ever turn back—those who prophesy lies, and 
who prophesy the deceit of their own heart? They plan to 
make my people forget my name by their dreams that 
they tell one another, just as their ancestors forgot my 
name for Baal. Let the prophet who has a dream tell the 
dream, but let the one who has my word speak my word 
faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? says 
the Lord. Is not my word like fire, says the Lord, and like 
a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces? 

Psalm 82 
God has taken his place in the divine council; 
   in the midst of the gods he holds judgement:  
‘How long will you judge unjustly 
   and show partiality to the wicked? 
Give justice to the weak and the orphan; 
   maintain the right of the lowly and the destitute.  
Rescue the weak and the needy; 
   deliver them from the hand of the wicked.’  
They have neither knowledge nor understanding, 
   they walk around in darkness; 
   all the foundations of the earth are shaken.  
I say, ‘You are gods, 
   children of the Most High, all of you;  
nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, 
   and fall like any prince.’  
Rise up, O God, judge the earth; 
   for all the nations belong to you! 

Hebrews 11.29 - 12.2 
By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it 
were dry land, but when the Egyptians attempted to do 
so they were drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell 
after they had been encircled for seven days. By faith 
Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were 
disobedient, because she had received the spies in 
peace. 
And what more should I say? For time would fail me to 
tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and 
Samuel and the prophets— who through faith conquered 
kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut 
the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the 



edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, 
became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 
Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were 
tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a 
better resurrection. Others suffered mocking and 
flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were 
stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they were killed 
by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and 
goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented— of whom the 
world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and 
mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground. 
Yet all these, though they were commended for their 
faith, did not receive what was promised, since God had 
provided something better so that they would not, without 
us, be made perfect. 
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud 
of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the 
sin that clings so closely, and let us run with 
perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to 
Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the 
sake of the joy that was set before him endured the 
cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at 
the right hand of the throne of God. 

Luke 12.49-56 
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I came to bring fire to the 
earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! I have a 
baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am 
under until it is completed! Do you think that I have come 
to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather 
division! From now on, five in one household will be 
divided, three against two and two against three; they will 
be divided: 
father against son 
   and son against father, 
mother against daughter 
   and daughter against mother, 
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law 
   and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.’ 
He also said to the crowds, ‘When you see a cloud rising 
in the west, you immediately say, “It is going to rain”; and 
so it happens. And when you see the south wind blowing, 
you say, “There will be scorching heat”; and it happens. 
You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the 
appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know 
how to interpret the present time? 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
Holy Father, who gathered us here around the table of 
your Son to share this meal with the whole household of 
God: in that new world where you reveal the fullness of 
your peace, gather people of every race and language to 
share in the eternal banquet of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

Commentary 
Jeremiah 
From Chapter 1, we know that Jeremiah was either born or 
began his ministry in 627 BC. During his life, Babylonia 
succeeded Assyria as the dominant power in the Middle 
East. He was a witness to the return to worship of the Lord 
(instituted by the Judean king Josiah), and then (after 
Josiah's death in battle in 609), the return of many of the 
people to paganism. When Babylon captured Jerusalem in 
587, Jeremiah emigrated to Egypt. God called him to be a 
prophet to Judah and surrounding nations, in the midst of 
these political and religious convulsions. 

Hebrews 11:29-12:2 
The author has given examples of figures mentioned in 
Genesis and Exodus who lacked the promise of eternal life 
with Christ yet acted on faith in God; they acted “by faith” in 

doing God’s will. Now he tells of others who relied on God’s 
promise for the future. The author gives as examples of such 
actions the crossing of the “Red Sea”, the fall of “Jericho” 
( 11:30) and Rahab hiding the Israelite spies – sent to scout 
out Jericho’s defences. (The people of this city were 
“disobedient”, 11:31, to God’s will.) In 11:32, several judges, 
a king and a prophet are named as examples. (For “obtained 
promises”, 11:33, the Revised English Bible has saw God’s 
promises fulfilled .) Daniel “shut the mouths of lions” so they 
did not eat him. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego had 
faith that God would save them from a fiery death. (For “won 
strength out of weakness”, 11:34, the Revised English Bible 
has their weakness was turned to strength .) Elijah was 
God’s instrument in returning the widow’s son to life 
(11:35a). 
The sufferings in 11:35b-38 are mostly those endured by 
faithful Israelites before and during the Maccabean revolt in 
the mid 100s BC; in some cases it is not known to whom the 
author refers. The world was not worthy of these exemplars 
of faith! ( 11:38a). For all of them ( 11:39), though God found 
their actions pleasing (“commended ...”), fulfilment of his 
promise did not occur at the time; rather it was delayed until 
the saving work of Christ was completed, i.e. in also saving 
us (“not, apart from us”, 11:40). So being “surrounded” 
( 12:1) by all these exemplars of faith (“witnesses” to the 
efficacy of faith in God), let us “lay aside” anything that may 
hinder us in living a godly life (“the race”): in it, we look to 
Jesus as both forerunner (“pioneer”, 12:2) and fulfiller of our 
faith. He, we, and those who have gone before us run the 
race to attain eternal life (“joy”) and oneness with God – 
through suffering and shame. 

Luke 12:49-56 
Luke presents several sayings of Jesus. V. 49 is one saying. 
“Fire” here is a symbol of purification and separation of the 
godly from the ungodly. (Gold was separated from the host 
rock in a fire that had been “kindled”.) He wishes that he was 
called on to exercise judgement now. In Mark 10:38, Jesus 
says to James and John: “Are you able to drink the cup that 
I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized 
with?” This is the sense of “baptism” in v. 50: Jesus is under 
great “stress” until his “baptism” is completed in suffering 
death and being raised again. Vv. 51-53 are another saying. 
After the word “peace”, it helps understanding to add at any 
cost. Micah used notions like those in vv. 52-53 to tell of the 
total corruption of the people. Jesus has come for division 
between godly and ungodly people. Vv. 54-56 present yet 
another saying. The “crowds” are able to “interpret” (v. 56) 
signs of impending weather, but they, in spite of seeing 
signs in the “present time”, fail to see their implications for 
the end of the era.              © 1996-2022 Chris Haslam 


