
Christ, as compassionate and trustworthy “high priest” (v. 17) 
ended severance from God in death, through removing sin. 
Jesus was “tested” (v. 18), tempted to desert his mission 
throughout his life, so he is able to help those whose faith is 
weakened now. 

Matthew 2:13-23 
“Wise men from the East” (v. 1) came to Herod the Great 
asking “‘Where is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews?’” (v. 2) They have visited “the child with Mary” (v. 11). 
“paid him homage” and “offered him gifts”. They have now 
returned to “their own country” (v. 12). A divine messenger 
warns Joseph to flee with his family. The wise men “tricked” 
(v. 16) Herod by leaving “by another road” (v. 12). In Hosea, 
“my son” (v. 15) is Israel, the people of God. A verse that 
recalled God’s acts to save Israel from bondage is now 
applied to Jesus, he who offers to save all people. (Herod 
has all the infants in the Bethlehem area killed because he 
fears that Jesus may succeed to his throne, rather than a son 
of his.) In Jeremiah (v. 18), Rachel weeps over the exile of 
her sons; a mother’s grief is unique. V. 20 is much like God’s 
words to Moses, as he sends him to lead Israel out of 
bondage. Jesus is the new leader of God’s people. Herod 
Antipas, Herod the Great’s son, governed “Galilee” (v. 22) 
benignly compared to the way his brother “Archelaus” 
governed Judea. Joseph may also have chosen to make his 
home in “Nazareth” (v. 23) because he could find work on the 
reconstruction of neighbouring Sepphoris. The quotation is 
not from the Old Testament. Perhaps Matthew is provoking 
his readers to think; perhaps he harks back to Isaiah 11:1: “a 
branch [nezer] shall grow” out of Jesse’s “roots”. David was 
Jesse’s son. © 1996-2019 Chris Haslam. 

~ Notices ~ 
Ukraine Appeal clareanglicans.ie or: www.christianaid.ie 
Living the Questions Course – restarts in the New Year 

Book Club 1st Monday of every month – ask Sue for details 
Vestry membership - For those not yet on the general 
vestry list, please complete a form at the back of church if 
you would like to be part of the church’s Easter Vestry. 

Meditation At St Columba’s – Every Thursday at 7.30pm 
Starting late January 

Lectio Divina – please let me know if you would be 
interested in forming a group who would meet to read and 
reflect upon scripture together. 

Website: clareanglicans.ie 
YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/clareanglicans 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/clare.anglicans 

Rector: Email: frkevinobrien@me.com 
Tel: 065 672 4721 

New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright © 
1989, 1995 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 

States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
http://nrsvbibles.org  The Common Worship psalter is ©  

The Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England, 2000. 

Mission Sunday  
Donations for Protestant Aid and St Vincent de Paul to: 

Limerick & Killaloe Diocesan Council for Mission 
Bank of Ireland, University Branch, Castletroy, Limerick 

IBAN: IE44BOFI90459591214337     BIC: BOFIIE2D 
 

May you have a very happy  
and blessed New Year! 

 

1st Sunday of Christmas (Year A) 
Readings and Hymns 

Collect 
Almighty God, who wonderfully created 
us in your own image and yet more 
wonderfully restored us through your 
Son Jesus Christ: Grant that, as he 

came to share in our humanity, so we may share the life 
of his divinity; who is alive and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 

Hymns 
1) 184, Unto us is born a Son 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WL7n3c6GxN0 
2) Coventry Carol 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=STX8fDud7Hc 
3) 179, See amid the winter’s snow 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xlQTIN2HOAg 
4) 183, The Holly and the Ivy 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z69hWX97dlg 

Isaiah 63.7-9 
I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord, 
   the praiseworthy acts of the Lord, 
because of all that the Lord has done for us, 
   and the great favour to the house of Israel 
that he has shown them according to his mercy, 
   according to the abundance of his steadfast love.  
For he said, ‘Surely they are my people, 
   children who will not deal falsely’; 
and he became their saviour in all their distress. 
It was no messenger or angel 
   but his presence that saved them; 
in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; 
   he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 

Alleluia!          Psalm 148 
Praise the Lord from the heavens;* 
   praise him in the heights!  
Praise him, all his angels;* 
   praise him, all his host!  
Praise him, sun and moon;* 
   praise him, all you shining stars!  
Praise him, you highest heavens,* 
   and you waters above the heavens!  
Let them praise the name of the Lord,* 
   for he commanded and they were created.  
He established them for ever and ever;* 
   he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed.  
Praise the Lord from the earth,* 
   you sea monsters and all deeps,  
fire and hail, snow and frost,* 
   stormy wind fulfilling his command!  
Mountains and all hills,* 
   fruit trees and all cedars!  
Wild animals and all cattle,* 
   creeping things and flying birds!  
Kings of the earth and all peoples,* 
   princes and all rulers of the earth!  
Young men and women alike, 
   old and young together! 
Let them praise the name of the Lord,* 
   for his name alone is exalted; 
   his glory is above earth and heaven.  
He has raised up a horn for his people,* 
   praise for all his faithful, 
   for the people of Israel who are close to him. Alleluia! 



Hebrews 2.10-18 
It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all 
things exist, in bringing many children to glory, should 
make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through 
sufferings. For the one who sanctifies and those who are 
sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is 
not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, saying, 
‘I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, 
   in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.’  
And again, ‘I will put my trust in him.’ 
And again, ‘Here am I and the children whom God has 
given me.’   Since, therefore, the children share flesh and 
blood, he himself likewise shared the same things, so that 
through death he might destroy the one who has the 
power of death, that is, the devil, and free those who all 
their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. For it 
is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the 
descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to become 
like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he 
might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service 
of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of 
the people. Because he himself was tested by what he 
suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested. 
 

Matthew 2.13-23 
Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Get up, take the child and 
his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell 
you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy 
him.’ Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother 
by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until the 
death of Herod. This was to fulfil what had been spoken 
by the Lord through the prophet, ‘Out of Egypt I have 
called my son.’ 
When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise 
men, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the 
children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old 
or under, according to the time that he had learned from 
the wise men. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken 
through the prophet Jeremiah:  
‘A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud 
lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused 
to be consoled, because they are no more.’ 
When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly 
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, ‘Get 
up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of 
Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are 
dead.’ Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, 
and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that 
Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father 
Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned 
in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. There 
he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what 
had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, 
‘He will be called a Nazorean.’ 

Post Communion Prayer 
God our Father, whose Word has come among us in the 
Holy Child of Bethlehem: May the light of faith illumine our 
hearts and shine in our words and deeds; through him 
who is Christ the Lord. Amen 

Commentary 
Isaiah 63:7-9 
To understand when the prophet wrote these words, we 
need to skip forward to the next chapter. 64:10 speaks of 
“Jerusalem a desolation” and 64:11 says, with reference to 
the Temple, “Our holy and beautiful house ... has been 
burned by fire”. So this passage was written after the 
Babylonian conquest of 587 BC. The prophet begins by 

recalling God’s “gracious deeds” (v. 7) of the past: how he 
has kept his covenant with his people. (“Steadfast love”, 
Hebrew: hesed, is a technical term for this.) He has given 
freely to them, trusted them (v. 8) and saved them from 
danger. In “days of old” (v. 9) God in person (“his presence”) 
– not a “messenger” (prophet), not an “angel” – “saved” 
(protected) them, “redeemed them” and “lifted them up” to 
him. We Christians believe that he has been present with us 
again: in Jesus being born into the world. V. 11 tells us that 
God was present with Israel in the days of “Moses”; then, 
God “brought them up out of the sea”. Exodus 15:5,8 tells of 
God saving Israel (under Moses) as they crossed the Red 
(Reed) Sea. Recall also the finding of baby Moses: 
Pharaoh’s daughter “named him Moses, ‘because ... I drew 
him out of the water’” (Exodus 2:10). In the following verses, 
the prophet is clearly distraught over the destruction of 
Jerusalem and the Temple. He implores God to again have 
compassion on his people. So upset is he that he accuses 
God of making people stray from faith! (v. 17) V. 19 indicates 
that the prophet writes after the return from Exile: for years, 
the people have been ruled by those who do not consider 
God to be king of kings. May God come into their midst, as 
he did during the Exodus! 

Psalm 148 
The psalter ends with five hallelujah (“Praise the Lord”) 
psalms, of which this is one. In vv. 1-6 the psalmist invites 
the heavens to praise God, then in vv. 7-12 he bids all on the 
earth to do so. Even inanimate objects (e.g. “sun and moon”, 
v. 3) are to praise him. Ancient cosmology held that the sun, 
moon and stars travelled on concentric hemispheres above 
the earth, and above them was God’s storehouse of “waters 
above the heavens” (v. 4), the source of rain and snow. God 
commanded that the heavens be created (v. 5). The 
movement of the celestial bodies follows an everlasting law 
(v. 6). The heavens shall praise him for creating them and 
making their existence permanent. In vv. 7-12, the list of 
created things proceeds from the lowest forms (“sea 
monsters”) to the highest, humans. The “wind” (v. 8, Hebrew: 
ruah) does God’s will; ruah also means spirit . In v. 11, “all 
peoples” are invited to praise the Lord. 

Hebrews 2:10-18 
To ancients, the present world was controlled by angels; 
however, the “coming world” (v. 5), the way of being beyond 
time, was not. The author sees the source of the quotation in 
vv. 6-8 as irrelevant, for all scripture is to him the word of 
God. As translated here it shows that God has made 
humans, in this earthly life, inferior to angels; however in 
eternal life humans will be superior to “all things” (including 
angels.) We do not see this now (“as it is”, v. 8), but “we do 
see Jesus” (v. 9) – who became human temporarily, and is 
now exalted (“crowned”) as a consequence of dying. He died 
so that, as God’s gift to us, he might take on our deaths. (See 
v. 14: Jesus, in sharing our humanity, destroyed the “devil”, 
who caused death to be separation from God.) God is creator 
of all things; they exist for his purposes (v. 10). It was per 
God’s saving plan (“It was fitting”) that God, in bringing many 
of us to share eternal life, should bring Jesus, the one who 
goes before us (into eternal life) and points the way for us 
(“pioneer”), to the completion of his mission “through 
sufferings”. We share with him (“the one who sanctifies”, v. 
11, sets us apart, for God’s plans) the same “Father” (God, 
and also proto-human, Adam) through the birth of Jesus. 
This the author demonstrates by quoting from three psalms 
(vv. 12-13). The glorified Christ praises God in the midst of 
the “congregation”, ekklesia, church. Perhaps in v. 13 the 
author alludes to the context in Isaiah: there Isaiah states the 
trustworthiness of God’s word – that others have rejected. (In 
v. 14, “flesh” is human nature, in its weakness.) Hellenistic 
Judaism held that God did not plan for humans to die, that 
the devil introduced death into the world. Jesus came to help 
believers (“descendants ...”, v. 16), not angels.  


