
It is because of God’s blessing that we have procreative 
power. Human is to “subdue” ( 1:28) the earth and all that is 
in it. His rule over the animals won’t always be easy. 1:29-30 
say that we were initially vegetarian. (God permits Noah to 
eat meat.) Day 7 is the day of rest, a reminder of the Sabbath. 
God blesses the seventh day, thus setting it apart. There is 
no evening of this day: the relationship between God and 
man continues for ever. Genesis uses “generations” ( 2:4) to 
mark important stages in God’s actions, starting with 
creation. The text shows him as creator in his total and 
uncompromised power, the intrinsic order and balance of the 
created world, and mankind’s importance and his key role in 
the scheme of creation. God’s creation is also peaceful, 
unlike the warring factions (gods) of Enuma Elish. The focus 
is on the emergence of a people; the earth serves as an 
environment for the human community. Genesis 1 works 
within the science of its time to tell of divine power and 
purpose, and the unique place of humans. 
Romans 8.18-25 Paul has written that living the Christian life 
involves suffering, but that this is minuscule compared to the 
certain hope of future glory. In his view, all people and all of 
nature (“creation”, v. 19) await the resolution of the present 
“bondage to decay” (v. 21), to continual sinful acts; we await 
the “revealing of the children of God” (v. 19). All of nature 
awaits rebirth, like a mother-to-be, sharing in stress, anxiety 
and pain. We Christians also experience this, as we await full 
union with God (“adoption”, v. 23), although we already have 
the first benefits of the Holy Spirit. (The “first fruits” of the 
harvest, offered to God, portended the full harvest; “our 
bodies” are our selves.) For, he says, Christ, in freeing us 
from sin, in saving us, gave us this hope (v. 24). We do not 
know (see) the full extent of what God will give us – and we 
must wait patiently (v. 25). In vv. 26-27, Paul gives an 
example of how the Spirit helps us: we are limited in our 
knowledge of how to pray, but the Spirit ensures the efficacy 
of our prayers. The Spirit, in helping us, does so in accord 
with God’s plan, so God knows both our very beings and the 
Spirit. 
Matthew 6:25-33 This passage is part of the Sermon on the 
Mount. In v. 24, Jesus speaks of the impossibility of serving 
two masters: one cannot love both. “You cannot serve God 
and wealth”.  (Calvin wrote that an idol is anything that comes 
between us and God.) A key word in this passage is “worry” 
(vv. 25, 27, 31). The Greek word means be preoccupied with 
or be absorbed by . To be preoccupied with food and 
appearance is to view life much too narrowly. Birds are an 
example of a proper attitude towards food (v. 26): they work 
hard to find it, but they do not store it for possible future 
shortages. Worry, preoccupation, is futile: people desire a 
long life, but excess concern for it will not lengthen it (v. 27). 
Wild “lilies” (v. 28), abundant on Palestinian hillsides but dull 
brown for much of the year, are only brightly coloured for a 
few weeks. Even “Solomon” (v. 29), known for his 
accumulation of wealth, could not compare to their (God-
given) beauty. The “grass” (v. 30) ends up being “thrown into 
the oven” as fuel for cooking. But if God cares for such plants, 
how much more will he provide for, clothe those who are 
faithful to him. So do not be preoccupied with your physical 
needs (v. 31). Such preoccupation is wrong on two counts: 
those who do not follow Jesus (“Gentiles”, v. 32), not knowing 
of God’s munificence, seek security in possessions; and God 
knows the needs of his people, so worrying about them is to 
suspect him of forgetting or neglecting his people and their 
needs. Our prime objective must be to put God first, to seek 
union with him, and to attain godly integrity (“righteousness”, 
v. 33).                   © 1996-2022 Chris Haslam 
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2nd Sunday 
before Lent 
(Year A) 2023 

Readings and Hymns 
Collect 

Almighty God, give us reverence for all creation and 
respect for every person, that we may mirror your likeness 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Hymns 
1) 24, All creatures of our God and King (omit vv.5 & 6) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kJRqM45Y8Gk  
2)  6, Immortal, Invisible, God only wise. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4oGuGzCFEWI  
3) 365, Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_vegvb1u5s4  

Genesis 1.1 – 2.3 
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the 
earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered 
the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the 
face of the waters. Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and 
there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and 
God separated the light from the darkness. God called the 
light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the first day. 
And God said, ‘Let there be a dome in the midst of the 
waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.’ So 
God made the dome and separated the waters that were 
under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. 
And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the second day. 
And God said, ‘Let the waters under the sky be gathered 
together into one place, and let the dry land appear.’ And it 
was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that 
were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it 
was good. Then God said, ‘Let the earth put forth vegetation: 
plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth 
that bear fruit with the seed in it.’ And it was so. The earth 
brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, 
and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And 
God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there 
was morning, the third day. 
And God said, ‘Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to 
separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs 
and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be 
lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.’ And 
it was so. God made the two great lights—the greater light to 
rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the 
stars. God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon 
the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to 
separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it 
was good. And there was evening and there was morning, 
the fourth day. And God said, ‘Let the waters bring forth 
swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth 
across the dome of the sky.’ So God created the great sea 
monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, 
with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every 
kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, 
saying, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, 
and let birds multiply on the earth.’ And there was evening 
and there was morning, the fifth day. 
And God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth living creatures of 
every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the 
earth of every kind.’ And it was so. God made the wild 
animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every 
kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every 
kind. And God saw that it was good.  



Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, 
according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over 
the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the 
cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over 
every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’  So God 
created humankind in his image,  in the image of God he 
created them; male and female he created them.  God 
blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, 
and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the 
fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every 
living thing that moves upon the earth.’ God said, ‘See, I have 
given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of 
all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall 
have them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to 
every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the 
earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given 
every green plant for food.’ And it was so. God saw 
everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good.    
    And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth 
day. Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all 
their multitude. And on the seventh day God finished the 
work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day 
from all the work that he had done. So God blessed the 
seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from 
all the work that he had done in creation. 

Psalm 136.1-9,23-26 
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 
   for his steadfast love endures for ever.  
O give thanks to the God of gods, 
   for his steadfast love endures for ever.  
O give thanks to the Lord of lords, 
   for his steadfast love endures for ever;  
who alone does great wonders, 
   for his steadfast love endures for ever;  
who by understanding made the heavens, 
   for his steadfast love endures for ever;  
who spread out the earth on the waters, 
   for his steadfast love endures for ever;  
who made the great lights, 
   for his steadfast love endures for ever;  
the sun to rule over the day, 
   for his steadfast love endures for ever;  
the moon and stars to rule over the night, 
   for his steadfast love endures for ever;  
It is he who remembered us in our low estate, 
   for his steadfast love endures for ever;  
and rescued us from our foes, 
   for his steadfast love endures for ever;  
who gives food to all flesh, 
   for his steadfast love endures for ever.  
O give thanks to the God of heaven, 
   for his steadfast love endures for ever. 

Romans 8.18-25 
I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not 
worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. 
For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of 
the children of God; for the creation was subjected to futility, 
not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, 
in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its 
bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of 
the children of God. We know that the whole creation has 
been groaning in labour pains until now; and not only the 
creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the 
Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the 
redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now 
hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is 
seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it 
with patience. 

Matthew 6.25-34 
‘Therefore, I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you 
will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what you 
will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than 

clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor 
reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father 
feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And can 
any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? 
And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of 
the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell 
you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one 
of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is 
alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not 
much more clothe you—you of little faith? Therefore do not 
worry, saying, “What will we eat?” or “What will we drink?” or 
“What will we wear?” For it is the Gentiles who strive for all 
these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that 
you need all these things. But strive first for the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given 
to you as well. 
‘So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring 
worries of its own. Today’s trouble is enough for today. 

Commentary 
Genesis 1:1-2:4a This passage says much about God and 
his relationship to humans. Long ago, people in the Near 
East asked how the earth came to be. A single creation story 
(with variants) was known throughout the region; one such, 
dating from at least 1700 BC, is Enuma Elish from 
Mesopotamia (now Iraq.) It and Genesis 1 have a similar 
sequence of events, so studying what the authors of the 
Genesis story added, and what they left out, tells us about 
our God. First, “In the beginning when God created ...”: God 
pre-exists all creation; he existed before all time. The whole 
visible world came into being as a result of divine activity. At 
first, there was no order to the earth; it was chaotic; it was 
empty; “a formless void” (1:2). However here, unlike in 
Enuma Elish, a force is present, a life-giving power: “a wind 
[or Spirit] from God”. From 1:3 on, the creation story is in the 
form of a hymn, with a refrain, “God saw that ... [it] was good” 
( 1:4, etc), This ancient story is divided into seven days, or 
stages of creation. The sequence is like Enuma Elish. On the 
first day, God creates light, thus overcoming the “darkness” 
( 1:2). In the Semitic mind, God’s ability to give names to light 
and darkness shows that he controls them. To grasp Day 2 ( 
1:6-10), we need to appreciate that people saw the earth as 
covered by a huge inverted pudding bowl, the “dome”, above 
which were the upper waters: snow, hail and rain. The 
“waters” surrounded the “dry land”, which God again names. 
On Day 3 ( 1:11-13), God has vegetation created through his 
agent, Earth. Other peoples worshipped some kinds of 
vegetation; in not creating vegetation directly, God reduces 
the chances of Israel doing the same: they are to worship 
only God. On the following days, living things (as seen by the 
ancient mind) are created or made. People then thought 
plants were unable to transmit life. The Sun and the Moon, 
created on Day 4 ( 1:14-19), are inanimate to us, but to 
ancient people they were beings, moving on fixed tracks on 
the under-side of the dome. To Israel, they are beings under 
God’s command. On Day 5 ( 1:20-23), God creates animals 
of the sea and air. Even the “great sea monsters” (e.g. 
Leviathan) were seen as creatures of the one God, and are 
therefore good. They, the fish and the birds get a special 
blessing because people thought they did not have the same 
ability to reproduce as land animals. On Day 6, land animals 
are created. 1:24 says that God caused the earth to “bring 
[them] forth”; however, in 1:25, God creates them directly. 
The creation story was handed down orally for centuries, and 
a tale varies in the telling. As we often find in Genesis, the 
author (or editor) is not afraid to include divergent versions. 
“Let us” ( 1:26) is like a royal we; the creation of humans is 
the climax of the creation story. Human is made (created) in 
God’s “image” (the Hebrew word implies an exact copy or 
reproduction); but he is also a “likeness” (resemblance, 
similarity). He rules over all creatures. Sex is of divine origin.  


